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ABSTRACT

The Union Budget 2026 represents a
ORIGINAL ARTICLE significant policy framework aimed at empowering
India’s youth and accelerating the nation’s journey
toward Viksit Bharat 2047. Recognizing that India
has one of the largest youth populations in the
world, the budget emphasizes investments in
education, skill development, entrepreneurship,
digital infrastructure, and employment generation.
These initiatives seek to har ness the demographic
dividend by equipping young citizens with the
Author capabilitiesrequired for arapidly evolving global
economy. A key focus of the budget is the
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policies, the Union Budget 2026 reinforces the
vision of building a skilled, innovative, and self-
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reliant generation capable of driving Indiatoward sustai nable growth and global |eader ship. Ultimately,
empower ing youth through education, skills, and opportunitieswill play a crucial roleinrealizing the
national aspiration of Viksit Bharat 2047.
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Union Budget 2026, Viksit Bharat 2047, Youth Empower ment, Skill Devel opment, Employment
Generation, Entrepreneur ship.

INTRODUCTION

The Union Budget isone of the most significant policy instrumentsthrough which the Government of
Indiaoutlinesitseconomic prioritiesand devel opment srategies. Presented annually by theMinistry of Finance
inthe Parliament, the Union Budget all ocatesfinancia resources across various sectorssuch as education,
infrastructure, health, agriculture, and social welfare. It also reflects the Government’s broader vision for
nationd growth and socio-economic transformation. Inrecent years, the Union Budget hasincreasingly focused
on strengthening human capital, particularly the youth, recognizing their central role in shaping India’s future.
The Union Budget 2026 continuesthistrend by emphasi zing youth empowerment, employment generation,
innovation, and skill development as key drivers of the nation’s long-term development agenda (Government
of India, 2026).

Indiaiscurrently experiencing ademographic phasethat offersasignificant advantageknown asthe
demographic dividend. With nearly 65 percent of its popul ation bel ow theage of 35, Indiapossesses one of
theyoungest popul ationsin theworld (United Nations Popul ation Fund, 2022). Thisdemographic structure
providesauniqueopportunity for economic growth, provided that theyouth are equi pped with quality education,
relevant skills, and adequate employment opportunities. If harnessed effectively, theenergy, creativity, and
productivity of theyouth can accel erateinnovation, industrial growth, and social progress. However, without
proper policy support and investment in education, skills, and entrepreneurship, the demographic dividend
could turninto ademographic burden (World Bank, 2023).

Thevigonof Viksit Bharat 2047, articulated by the Government of India, amstotransform the country
into adevel oped nation by the centenary year of itsindependence. Thisvis on emphasizessugtainableeconomic
growth, technol ogical advancement, social inclusion, and improved quality of lifefor al citizens. Youth
empowerment formsacrucid pillar of thisvis on becauseyoung peopl erepresent theworkforce, entrepreneurs,
innovators, and leaders of thefuture. By investing in youth development today, Indiacan build astrong
foundation for achieving economic prosperity and global leadership by 2047 (NITI Aayog, 2023).

Fiscal policy, particularly through the Union Budget, plays avital role in shaping youth-focused
development initiatives. Budgetary dlocationstoward education reforms, digital learning platforms, research
andinnovation, skill development programs, and startup support areessentia for preparing youngindividuas
to meet thedemandsof arapidly evolving globa economy. Initiativessuch asDigitd India, Startup India, and
Skill India have already demonstrated the Government’s commitment to creating opportunities for young
people and fostering an environment of innovation and entrepreneurship (Ministry of Finance, 2025).

Theobjectiveof thispaper isto anayze how the Union Budget 2026 contributesto strengthening the
role of youth in India’s journey toward Viksit Bharat 2047. It examines the key provisions of the budget that
focus on youth empowerment, including education, employment, entrepreneurship, and technol ogical
deve opment. Thepaper d s0 exploreshow theseinitiativesdign with the broader nationa vison of inclusive
and sustai nabledevel opment. By understanding therel ati onship betweenfisca policy and youth empowerment,
thisstudy seeksto highlight theimportance of strategicinvestmentsin human capital for buildingaprosperous
and developed India.

January to March 2026 ~ www.shodhsamagam.com Impact Factor
A Double-Blind, Peer-Reviewed, Referred, Quarterly, Multi SJIF (2025): 8.019
Disciplinary and Bilingual International Research Journal C

430



BhupendraKumar Patel

ISSN : 2581-6918 (), 2882-1792 (F)) gyopH SAMAGAM Page No. 429 - 437

Year-09, Volume-09, |ssue-01

Demographic Dividend and the Role of Youth in India’s Development

Indiais currently experiencing aunique demographic phase characterized by alarge proportion of
young peopleinitspopulation. Thissituationiscommonly referred to asthe demographic dividend, which
occurswhen theworking-age population islarger than the dependent population (children and elderly).
According to demographic projections, nearly 65% of India’s population is under the age of 35, and more
than half of the population isbelow the age of 25 (United Nations Popul ation Fund, 2022). Thisdemographic
structure providesIndiawith aremarkabl e opportunity to accel erate economic growth, increase productivity,
and strengthen itsglobal competitiveness. However, the benefits of the demographic dividend canonly be
realized when the youth are provided with quality education, appropriate skills, and adequate employment
opportunities.

Youth play acrucia rolein driving economic devel opment and socia transformation. They contribute
significantly toinnovation, entrepreneurship, and technol ogica advancement. In aknowledge-based global
economy, young peoplebring credtivity, adaptability, and digitd literacy that hel p nationsremain competitive
inrapidly changing economic environments. In India, the youth popul ation hasbeen actively participating in
sectors such asinformation technol ogy, digital services, manufacturing, and startup enterprises. Government
initiativessuch as Startup India, Skill India, and Digital Indiahave been designed to harnessthe potentia of
young individua s by encouraging innovati on and entrepreneurship (Government of India, 2024).

Despitethisdemographic advantage, Indian youthfaceseverd chdlengesthat hinder their full participation
inthe economy. One of the major concernsis unemployment and underemployment. According to recent
reports, youth unemployment remainssgnificantly higher thanthenationd average, particularly among educated
youngindividuas(Internationa Labour Organization, 2023). Many graduatesfacedifficultiesin securingjobs
because of the gap between academi c educati on and industry requirements. Thisskill mismatch highlightsthe
need for stronger collaboration between educational ingtitutionsand industriesto ensurethat studentsacquire
practica and market-relevant skills.

Another challengeisregiona and socio-economicinequality, which affectsaccessto education and
employment opportunities. Rura youth oftenfacelimited accessto qudity education, technologicd infrastructure,
and career guidance compared to their urban counterparts. Similarly, women and marginalized communities
encounter socid and structural barriersthat restrict their participation in economic activities. Addressing these
disparitiesisessentia for ensuring inclusivegrowth and maximizing the potentid of the demographic dividend
(NITI Aayog, 2023).

Inthiscontext, youth-centered policy planning hasbecomeacritica priority for the Indian Government.
Strategicinvestmentsin education, skill development, digital infrastructure, and entrepreneurship programs
are necessary to empower young peopl e and enablethem to contribute effectively to national devel opment.
The Union Budget playsacrucial rolein providing financia support to such initiatives, ensuring that youth
development remains a key component of India’s economic policy framework.

By strengthening youth capabilitiesand creating an enabling environment for employment and innovation,
Indiacan transform its demographi c advantage into apowerful engine of economic growth. If effectively
managed, the demographic dividend will not only improve economic productivity but also hep Indiaachieve
itslong-term vision of becoming adevel oped nation under theViksit Bharat 2047 mission.

Key Highlights of Union Budget 2026 Related to Youth Development

The Union Budget 2026 placessignificant emphasison youth empowerment asacentra component of
India’s long-term development strategy. Recognizing that young people represent the country’s most valuable
human resource, thebudget introduces severd initiativesaimed at strengthening education, skill development,
innovation, entrepreneurship, and digital infrastructure. Thesemeasuresareintended to prepare Indian youth
for emerging economic opportunitiesand support thenationa vision of Viksit Bharat 2047.
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Oneof themagjor priorities of the Union Budget 2026 isthe strengthening of the education system.
Increased all ocationsfor higher education institutions, research programs, and digita learning platforms
demonstrate the Government’s commitment to building a knowledge-driven economy. The budget highlights
theexpansion of digital education initiativessuch asonlinelearning platformsand virtual |aboratories, which
hel p students access quality education regardl ess of geographical location. Additionally, support for research
and devel opment (R& D) aimsto encourageinnovation among studentsand young researchers, enabling India
to competeglobally in science, technol ogy, and knowledge production (Ministry of Finance, 2026).

Another key focusareaisskill devel opment and vocationd training. Therapidly changing natureof the
globa economy requiresworkerswho possess practical and industry-relevant skills. To addressthisneed,
the budget strengthens programsunder the Skill IndiaMission and promotes partnerships between educationa
ingitutionsand industries. Theseinitiativesam to reduce the ggp between academi c knowledge and workplace
requirementshby providing technicd training, goprenti ceships, and hands-onlearning opportunities. By enhancing
employability skillsamong young people, the Government seeksto improvejob prospectsand productivity in
various sectorsof theeconomy (Ministry of Skill Devel opment and Entrepreneurship, 2025).

The Union Budget 2026 a so highlightstheimportance of innovation and technol ogy-driven growth.
Speciad emphasishasbeen placed on emerging sectorssuch asartificia intelligence, digital technologies,
renewabl e energy, and biotechnol ogy. Investmentsin these areas are expected to create new opportunities
for young professionals, researchers, and entrepreneurs. Government support for innovation hubs, research
centers, and technol ogy incubation programsfurther encourages youth participation in the devel opment of
cutting-edgetechnologies (NITI Aayog, 2023).

In addition to promoting education and innovation, the budget provides significant support for youth
entrepreneurship and startup ecosystems. Financial incentives, tax benefits, and improved accessto credit
facilitieshave beenintroduced to encourage young entrepreneursto establi sh new enterprises. Startup incubators
and innovation centersare a so being expanded to provide mentorship, technical guidance, and financial
support. These measures areintended to foster aculture of entrepreneurship and self-employment among
young individuals, thereby contributing tojob creation and economic growth (Government of India, 2026).

Furthermore, the budget recognizesthe growingimportance of digital infrastructurein modern economic
development. Investmentsindigita connectivity, digital publicinfrastructure, and advanced communication
technol ogies are designed to enhance opportunitiesfor youth in areas such ase-commerce, digital services,
online education, and remotework. By strengthening digital infrastructure, the Government aimsto ensure
that young people across both urban and rural regions can participate effectively in thedigital economy.

Overal, the Union Budget 2026 reflects acomprehensive approach toward youth devel opment by
integrating education, skills, innovation, entrepreneurship, and digital empowerment. Theseinitiativescollectivey
aim to create a capable and confident generation of young citizens who can actively contribute to India’s
transformation into adevel oped nation by 2047.

Employment Generation and Economic Opportunities for Youth

Employment generationisone of themost critica aspectsof youth empowerment and nationa economic
development. Inacountry like India, where millions of young people enter the labor market every year,
cresting sufficient employment opportunitiesis essentia for harnessing thedemographicdividend. TheUnion
Budget 2026 places strong emphasi s on employment-oriented growth by supporting sectorsthat havethe
potential to generatelarge-scalejobsand by promoting policiesthat encourage entrepreneurship and skill-
based employment. Thesemeasuresam to providemeani ngful economic opportunitiesfor youth and strengthen
their rolein the devel opment of the nation.

Oneof the primary approaches adopted by the Government to enhance employment opportunitiesis
through sectord devel opment and infrastructureinvestment. Large-scaleinvestmentsin infrastructure projects
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such astransportation, digital connectivity, renewable energy, and urban devel opment not only strengthen the
country’s economic foundation but also create numerous employment opportunities for young workers.
Infrastructure devel opment stimulates economic activities across variousindustriesincluding construction,
manufacturing, and services, thereby generating both direct and indirect employment (Ministry of Finance,
2026).

Another important strategy for employment generationisthe promotion of Micro, Smal, and Medium
Enterprises(MSMES). MSMEsare cons dered the backbone of the Indian economy becausethey contribute
sgnificantly to employment creetion and economic growth. TheUnion Budget 2026 introducesvarious messures
to strengthentheM SME sector, including eas er accessto credit, financid incentives, and smplified regulatory
frameworks. Theseinitiativeshel p young entrepreneursstart their own bus nessesand encourageinnovation
in emerging industries. By supporting M SMEs, the Government aimsto create avibrant entrepreneurial
ecosystem that can generatelarge numbers of jobsfor youth (Government of India, 2025).

Thegrowth of thedigita economy hasalso opened new avenuesfor empl oyment among young people.
Withtherapid expansion of digita technologies, sectorssuch asinformation technol ogy, e-commerce, fintech,
digita marketing, and online servicesare creeting diversejob opportunities. The Union Budget 2026 supports
thedeve opment of digitd infrastructureand digita public platforms, enabling young professondsto participate
inthedigital economy. Furthermore, digita skillstraining programsare being promoted to equip youth with
competenciesrequired for technol ogy-driven jobsin thefuture (NITI Aayog, 2023).

Inadditionto digital sectors, the Government isa so focusing on the green economy as an emerging
source of employment. Investmentsin renewabl e energy, sustainable agriculture, electric mobility, and
environmental conservation havethe potential to create alarge number of jobswhile addressing climate
changeand environmenta chalenges. Young profess ona swith expertisein environmenta sciences, engineering,
and sustai nabl e technol ogies can find promising career opportunitiesin these sectors. The promotion of green
industries alignswith thebroader goa of achieving sustai nabl e devel opment while expanding employment
opportunities (Internationa Labour Organization, 2023).

Despitetheseinitiatives, challengessuch asskill gaps, technological changes, and regional inequalities
continueto affect youth employment. Therefore, itisessentiad to strengthen coll aborati on between educationd
ingtitutions, industries, and Government agenciesto ensurethat young people acquirerelevant skillsand
practica experience. By focusing on innovation, entrepreneurship, and sustai nable economic growth, the
Union Budget 2026 aimsto create adynamic employment ecosystem where youth can actively contributeto
India’s development.

Ultimately, expanding employment opportunities for youth is crucial for transforming India’s demographic
advantageinto economic prosperity. Through strategicinvestmentsand policy support, the Government seeks
to ensurethat young citizensplay aleading rolein achievingthenationa vision of Viksit Bharat 2047.

Inclusive Development: Opportunitiesfor Rural Youth and Women

Inclusive development is a fundamental component of India’s strategy to achieve sustainable economic
growth and socid equity. Inadiversecountry likeIndia, development policies must ensurethat opportunities
areaccessibletoal sectionsof society, including rural youth, women, and marginaized communities. The
Union Budget 2026 recognizesthisnecessity and introduces severd initiativesaimed a reducing socio-economic
disparities and promoting inclusive participation in the nation’s development process. By focusing on rural
employment, women’s empowerment, and social inclusion, the budget seeks to ensure that the benefits of
economic growth reach every segment of the population.

One of the major concerns in India’s development landscape is the disparity between urban and rural
opportunities. Rura youth often face challenges such aslimited accessto quality education, insufficient skill
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trainingfacilities, andlack of employment opportunities. To addresstheseissues, the Government hasexpanded
programs that focus on rural skill development, agricultural entrepreneurship, and rura infrastructure
development. Initiativessuch asskill training centers, digital connectivity projects, and rurd entrepreneurship
programsaredesigned to provideyoung peopleinvillageswith the necessary tool stoimprovetheir liveihoods.
Theseeffortsaim to reducerural-to-urban migration and creste susta nable empl oyment opportunitieswithin
rurd communities(Ministry of Rurd Devel opment, 2025).

Another important focus area of the Union Budget 2026 is the promotion of women’s empowerment
and entrepreneurship. WWomen constitute a significant proportion of India’s population, yet their participation
inthelabor forceremainsrelatively low compared to men. The budget addressesthischallenge by supporting
women-led enterprises, expanding accessto financial services, and promoting self-help groups (SHGS).
Government initiatives such as credit support schemes, skill training programs, and entrepreneurship
devel opment initiativesaim to encourage women to parti cipate actively in economic activities. Empowering
women economically not only improveshousehol dincomesbut al so contributesto broader socia devel opment
and gender equality (NITI Aayog, 2023).

Thebudget a so emphasi zestheimportance of financia inclusion for marginalized groups. Accessto
banking services, credit facilities, and digitd financid platformsplaysacrucid rolein enablingindividuasto
participate in economic activities. Programs such as Jan Dhan Yojanaand digital payment initiatives have
significantly improved financia accessibility in recent years. By expanding these programs, the Government
aims to ensure that rura youth and women can access financia resources needed for education,
entrepreneurship, and livelihood devel opment (Government of India, 2024).

Furthermore, the Union Budget 2026 seeksto bridgethedigital divide between urban and rural areas.
Digita connectivity hasbecome an essential component of modern economic participation, especidly inareas
such asonlineeducation, digital commerce, and remote employment. Investmentsin broadband infrastructure,
digital literacy programs, and rural technology centersareintended to ensurethat youth fromrural areascan
benefit from thegrowing digital economy. Thisapproach helpscreate equal opportunitiesand enhancesthe
ability of young peopleto participatein nationa and global markets.

Overdl, inclusvedevel opment policiesareessentia for ensuring that the benefits of economic growth
areshared equitably across society. By supporting rurd youth, empowering women, and promoting financia
and digita inclusion, the Union Budget 2026 contributesto building amore equitable and resilient economy.
Suchinitiativesnot only strengthen socid justice but al so enhancetheoverall productivity and stability of the
nation asit movestoward thegoa of Viksit Bharat 2047.

Alignment of Budget Policies with the Vision of Viksit Bharat 2047

The vision of Viksit Bharat 2047 represents India’s long-term aspiration to transform itself into a
developed, inclusive, and globally competitive nation by the centenary year of itsindependence. Achieving
thisambitiousgoal requires sustained economic growth, technologica advancement, socid equity, and strong
human capita devel opment. The Union Budget 2026 playsanimportant rolein supporting thisnationa vision
by introducing policiesand financia alocationsthat strengthen educetion, innovation, employment generation,
andincdlusivedevel opment. Theseinitiativesaimto preparetheyounger generation to becomeactive contributors
to the nation’s transformation over the coming decades.

Oneof thecentrd pillarsof theViksit Bharat visonislong-term economic planning. The Union Budget
2026 reflectsthisapproach by prioritizing sectorsthat contribute to sustainable economic growth, such as
infrastructure devel opment, technol ogy innovation, renewabl e energy, and manufacturing. These sectorsnot
only strengthen the national economy but al so create numerous employment opportunitiesfor young people.
Strategic investments in these areas help build a strong economic foundation that will support India’s
development trgjectory over the next two decades (Ministry of Finance, 2026).
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Another important dimens on of theaignment between the Union Budget and theViksit Bharat visonis
the emphasison innovation and technologica advancement. Inthe modern globa economy, technological
capability isakey determinant of national competitiveness. Recognizing thisreality, the Government has
introduced policies that support research and development, digital transformation, and technological
entrepreneurship. Initiatives such asinnovation hubs, technol ogy incubation centers, and funding support for
startups are designed to encourage young i nnovators and entrepreneursto devel op solutionsthat address
national and global challenges. These measures contribute to building aknowledge-based economy where
creativity andinnovation drive economic growth (NITI Aayog, 2023).

TheUnion Budget 2026 d so highlightstheimportance of entrepreneurship and sdf-rdianceinachieving
thevision of adevel oped India. By supporting startupsand smal | enterprises, the Government amsto cultivate
aculture of entrepreneurship among youth. Programsthat provideaccessto credit, mentorship, and incubation
facilitiesenableyoung entrepreneursto convert innovativeideasinto successful enterprises. Thisapproach
not only generates employment but also strengthens India’s position as a global hub for innovation and
entrepreneurship (Government of India, 2025).

Youth arecentrd stakeholdersintheredization of theVikst Bharat 2047 misson. Asthefutureworkforce,
innovators, policymakers, and leaders of the country, young people will play a decisive role in shaping India’s
economic and socia progress. The Union Budget recognizesthisby investing in education reforms, skill
development initiatives, digital infrastructure, and research opportunitiesthat empower youth to contribute
effectively to nationa devel opment.

Furthermore, the alignment of budgetary policies with national development goals reflects the
Government’s commitment to inclusive and sustainable growth. Development strategies that promote
environmental sustainability, socid equity, and technol ogica progressensurethat economic growth benefitsal
sectionsof society. By integrating youth-focused policieswith broader devel opment objectives, theUnion
Budget 2026 establishes a strong foundation for India’s journey toward becoming a developed nation.

In conclusion, the Union Budget 2026 supportsthevision of Viksit Bharat 2047 by focusing onlong-
term economic growth, technol ogical innovation, entrepreneurship, and youth empowerment. Thesestrategic
investmentsin human capita and infrastructurewill play acrucid roleinenabling Indiato achieve sustainable
development and global |eadershipinthe coming decades.

Challenges and Policy Gaps

Whilethe Union Budget 2026 introduces severa promising initiativesaimed at empowering youth and
strengthening India’s journey toward Viksit Bharat 2047, certain challenges and policy gaps still remain.
Addressing theseissuesisessentia to ensurethat the benefits of youth-oriented policiesarefully realized and
that the demographic dividend can be effectively transformed into ong-term economic growth. A careful
examination of implementation challenges, skill gaps, regiond disparities, and policy coordination isnecessary
for strengthening theimpact of budgetary initiatives.

Oneof theprimary challengesliesin theeffectiveimplementation of Government programs. Although
numerous policiesand schemes areintroduced to support youth devel opment, their success often dependson
proper execution at the ground level. In many cases, administrative delays, lack of coordination between
centrd and sate Governments, and bureaucraticinefficiencieslimit theeffectivenessof theseinitiatives. Ensuring
trangparency, accountability, and efficient governance mechanismsistherefore essentia for trand ating policy
announcementsinto tangiblebenefitsfor young people (Government of India, 2025).

Another significant concern isthe gap between education and industry requirements. Despitethe
expangon of higher educationingtitutionsand training programs, many graduates continuetofacedifficultiesin
securing empl oyment dueto the mismatch between academic knowledge and practica industry skills. This
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skill gap highlightsthe need for stronger collaboration between educationa ingtitutions, industries, and training
organizations. Integrating internship programs, apprenti ceshi p opportunities, andindustry-based training into
academic curriculacan help prepare studentsfor rea -world professiona environments(Internationa Labour
Organization, 2023).

Regiona inequalitiesal so poseamajor challengein youth devel opment. Economic opportunitiesand
educational resources are often concentrated in urban and economically advanced regions, whilerural and
remote areasfacelimited accessto qudity ingtitutionsand infrastructure. Such disparitiesrestrict theability of
rura youth to participate fully in themodern economy. Expanding digitd infrastructure, strengthening rural
education systems, and promoting decentralized economic devel opment are necessary stepsto bridgethese
regional gaps(NITI Aayog, 2023).

Another policy gapisrdated tothedigitd divide. Although digita transformation hasopened numerous
opportunitiesin education, employment, and entrepreneurship, many young peopleespecialy inrura areas
still lack accessto reliableinternet connectivity and digital devices. Without adequatedigital accessand
literacy, youth from di sadvantaged backgrounds may remain excluded from emerging opportunitiesinthe
digital economy. Therefore, strengthening digitd infrastructureand promoting digita literacy programs must
remain apriority for policymakers.

To addressthese challenges, severa policy recommendations can be considered. First, improving
governance mechanismsand strengthening monitori ng systems can enhancethe effectiveness of Government
programs. Second, greater collaboration between academiaand industry can ensurethat educationa programs
aredignedwithlabor market needs. Third, targeted investmentsin rural development and digita infrastructure
can hel p reduceregional inequalities and expand opportunitiesfor marginalized youth. Finaly, promoting
entrepreneurship and innovation among young peopl e can generate empl oyment opportunitiesand stimulate
economic growth.

In conclusion, whilethe Union Budget 2026 provides astrong framework for youth empowerment,
overcoming existing challengesand policy gapsisessentia for achievingthebroader vison of Viksit Bharat
2047. By addressing theseissuesthrough effective policy reformsand strategic investments, Indiacan fully
harness the potential of its young population and strengthen its path toward sustainable and inclusive
development.

CONCLUSION

The Union Budget 2026 represents a significant step toward strengthening India’s journey toward the
visgonof Vikst Bharat 2047, particularly by focusing on youth empowerment and human capital devel opment.
AsIndiapossessesone of thelargest youth populationsintheworld, therole of young peoplein shapingthe
nation’s economic, social, and technological future is extremely important. Recognizing this potential, the
Union Budget 2026 introduces severd initiativesamed at improving education, enhancing skill devel opment,
promoting entrepreneurship, expanding employment opportunities, and encouraging i nnovati on-driven growth.

Oneof thekey indghtsfromthisanays sisthat the Government hasincreas ngly recognized theimportance
of youth-centric policy planning. Investmentsin education reforms, digital learning platforms, and research
infrastructure areessentid for building aknowl edge-based economy. Similarly, skill development programs
andvocationd traininginitiativesare desgned to equip youngindividual swith practica competenciesrequired
in modernindustries. These effortsam to bridge the gap between education and employment and prepare
youth to meet the chalenges of arapidly evolving globa economy.

Another important dimension of the Union Budget 2026 isits emphasis on entrepreneurship and
innovation. By supporting Startup ecosystems, providing financid incentives, and encouraging technol ogi cal
research, the Government amsto create an environment where young entrepreneurscan transforminnovative
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ideasinto sustainable enterprises. Suchinitiativesnot only promote self-employment but a so generate new
job opportunities, thereby contributing to broader economic growth.

Thebudget dso highlightstheimportance of ind usive deve opment, ensuring that the benefits of economic
progressreach rura youth, women, and marginalized communities. Programsrel ated to rurd infrastructure,
digital connectivity, financid inclusion, and women entrepreneurship aim to reduce socio-economic disparities
and create equal opportunitiesfor al sectionsof society. Inclusive devel opment isessentia for building a
balanced and resilient economy that benefitsevery citizen.

However, achieving the goal s outlined in the Union Budget 2026 requires effective implementation,
continuous policy evaluation, and stronger collaborati on between Government ingtitutions, industries, and
educationd organi zations. Addressing challengessuch asskill mismatches, regiond inequdities, and thedigital
dividewill becritical for maximizing the potentia of youth-focusedinitiatives.

In conclusion, the Union Budget 2026 |ays astrong foundation for empowering theyouth of Indiaand
preparingthemto contributeactively to nationa deve opment. By prioritizing education, employment, innovation,
and inclusive growth, the Government aims to transform India’s demographic advantage into a powerful
engine of economic progress. If these policies areimplemented effectively and supported by sustained
investments in human capital, India’s young population can play a decisive role in realizing the national aspiration
of Viksit Bharat 2047, transforming the country into aprosperous, innovative, and globa ly influentia nation.
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