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ABSTRACT

The paper seeksan overview of the renewed
demands among certain communities of ‘oneness’
as the basis for re-organization to backward
groups, and recent moves by the Gover nment such
as a troubled domicile policy and expanding
reservation capsto alevel of 77% that hasfurther
identity exchanges. As we identify such patterns
in the state, the Paper pursues to examine the
ongoing Cultural Revival trends in the state and
their impacts on widening the existing cleavages
of the society. Besides, the Paper attemptstorevisit
the socio-cultural background of such communities
and understand the root cause behind such
demands. Highlighting therole of the Sate, existing
regional parties and tribal organizations to such
demands, the most important aspect of the paper
isto realizethe future of such demands, stepstaken
to materialize their grievances, generated
outcomes and appeasement politics related to it.

KEY WORDS

Cultural revivalisms, Political mobilization,
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INTRODUCTION

Identity isanindividual claim of membership
within the society based on certain social categories
such ascaste, creed ,religion, sex, ethnicity, race or
culture. ldentities generate common CONSCioUSNESs
among the peopleto articulatetheir political interests
including recognition of their distinct cultureandtry to
occupy the maximum political, economic and social
resources of the society. Different Identitiesaretrue
realities of Indian society and guiding principles of
Indian politics and political ideologies. It is a

Sources: 2 necessary changes if needed,
representation of the well known concept ‘unity in
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diversity’ of Indian society which plays an important role through different political parties and different political
participation methodsin Indian democracy.

Jharkhand asagtate cameinto existence on 15 November intheyear 2000.Thecriteriafor theformation
of statewasthe backwardness of thearea, tribal dominated people, exploitation and unwanted interference
by outer peopl e, ignored by the centre Government and then Bihar Government and lastly fegling of identity
crisisby the people and leaders of Jharkhand with Bihar. Theformation of statewastheresult of along drawn
multifaceted struggleof Adivas -mulvasi (tribesand original s) discontent emerging fromthetriba dienation.
formed from the southern districts of Bihar. It ishome of majority triba popul ation that today accountsfor
approximately 26 percent of the state’s population, but had been at the heart of a long-standing demand for
political autonomy in theregion.* Jharkhand has vast mineral resources which constitute 40% of India’s
minerals. Jharkhand has long served as a one of India’s modern industrial and manufacturing bases. From the
city of Jamshedpur whichistheoldest stedl plant of Indiato East and West Singhbhum, therichest mineral-
bearing districts, are particularly important for heavy industries. These areasarefamousfor itsrich mineral
resourceslikeUranium, Mica, Bauxite, Granite, Gold, Silver, Graphite, Magnetite, Dolomite, Fireclay, Quartz,
Feldspar, Coal (32% of India), Iron, Copper (25%of India) etc. Forests and woodlands occupy morethan
29% of thestatewhichisamongst the highest in India.2 Despite having much potentid of transforminginto an
economic powerhouse, the satetoday facesamyriad of challengesin the soci o-economic field with continuous
political instability since it’s formation. After 25 years of its formation, Jharkhand showcases such a paradox,
resource-rich and yet stuck in apoverty rut. An assessment of Jharkhand state on most of the socio-economic
indicators presentsavery much unfortunate Pictures|t isthe Second Poorest Statein the Country inthe
Multidimensiona Poverty Index 2021. Onthe Socia Progressindex (SP1),® areport released by the Economic
Advisory Council-PrimeMinister (EAC-PM) a ong with the Institute for Competitiveness, Jharkhand dong
with Bihar scored thelowest. The per capitaincomein the stateis one of thelowest in the country. It ranks
26th of the 28 states”.

Theutility of identity politicswhich formed thefoundation of the state and an assessment of outcomes
yidded tothe stateasawhole. Each and every tribal community hasitsown identity. These arefighting and
dividing between converted and non-converted and demanding Saranareligious codefor own specid identity.
A dominant OBC caste kurmisaredemanding aspecia statuswith their origina contribution in Jharkhand
area. Actualy kurmisare belong to agrarian society and want to put themsal veswith triba in Jharkhand.

Cultural reviva refersto theformation of group identity around acommon culture, whereaclaimis
forwarded that the aspectsof culture with which thegroup identifieshave been recovered after lossesdueto
colonization, forced or voluntary rel ocation, oppression, or modernization.°Thevast diversity of Indiaat
socia , economicand cultural level givesabroader opportunity for identity politics. Soidentity politicshas
served asamgjor tool for different communitiesto assert their political representationin Indian politics. The
basisof suchidentity can rangefrom caste, creed ,culture, ethnicity, religion, region and much more. It has
seenthat identity politicsdid ensuregiving voicesto al marginalized sectionsin politics. Several timestimeit
has often used asaPalitical gimmick for politica mileage.

Contest over “moolnivasi’” /Origind Inhabitantsand the controversia domicileBill: Jharkhand Domicile
Bill 2023, defines a ‘Domicile’ in Jharkhand on the basis of 1932 land records. People who have their names
or their ancestor’s name in the land records of 1932 khatiyan or before, will be considered Domicile of
Jharkhand. Thosewho havelost their land recordsor arelandl ess peopl e can approach their respective Gram
Sabhafor theirincluson. Only domiciles, asidentified under thisact, would bedigiblefor gopointment indass
3and4 leve sarvicesof thestate Government. Though the Bill will be becomean act only after the consent of
Centre Government which carries out amendment to bring it under 9th schedul e of the constitutionto avoid
any scopeof judicial scrutiny. Sinceitsinception the domicile policy hasbeen Contested. In 2002 it was
based on land records of 1932.¢ In 2016 the Government came up with arelaxed domicile policy, which
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mentions six waysin which one could be considered adomicile. With renewed discussionson Domicile
policy, it has sparked off anew debate on outsiders. Theargumentsin favor of the Bill includethat sncethe
percentage of tribal popul ation has seen asteady decline sincethe 1941 census, such stepswill providethem
much needed socid, economic and educeationd benefits. Onthe contrary such actionsmight aggravatedivisons
leading to fragmentation of society and may ignitesocia , cultural and regional tensions.

The Jharkhand Government recently gaveitsnod to aproposal for granting 77% reservationin State
Government jobsfor themembersof the SC, ST, backward classes, OBC and economically weaker sections.
Inthe proposed job reservation policy, loca peopleof the SC community will haveaquotaof 12%, ST 28%,
extremely Backward Class 15%, OBC 12%, and economically weaker section barring those from other
reserved categories 10%.” Al so recently the Government launched adedi cated employment portal that will
give 75 percent reservation to thelocalsin private sector jobs under the Jharkhand State Employment of
Local resident Candidatesin Private Sector Bill, 2021 that was passed in September last year. Whilethe
intended purposeisto curb themigration of localsto other statesin search of jobs. Theanaystsfear it might
be counter-productivein attracting business corporatestoinvest in Jharkhand and establish their manufacturing
units as the private sector which are based “purely” on the “merit,skills and the analytical bent” of the employee.®

Jharkhand Government supported theinclusion of kurmisinthelist of scheduled Tribesin theyear
2004. Thekurmisareasserting that under British rulethey were documented astribesand origindscommunity
a51931 censusbut wereremoved from the schedul etribeslistin 1951censusdueto political reasons. Recently
in September 2025 members of the Kurmi community under the banner of Adivasi Kurmi Samgj and West
Bengal Kurmi Samaj led to protest a rail blockade in Jharkhand’s districts bordering Odisha and Bengal for
restoring the schedul etribes statusin Jharkhand and inclusion of their kurmali languagein eighth schedul e of
Indian constitution. According to areport, a60-km long highway was|ocked by the protesters. Meanwhile,
Railwaysofficia ssaid that 435 trainshad to be cancelled, causing lossesworth morethan 1,700 crores. The
cause behind the protest was the demand for inclusion of Kurmi Mahto’s as STs. As per the community, their
largest populationslivein Jharkhand, Bengal and Odisha, numbering 72, 30 and 25 | akh peoplerespectively.®
MeanwhiletheAdivas community has consi stently opposed such demands. They fear it will shrink their
existing spacefor el ection, jobs and education etc. If kurmisare classified as STs. The central Government
has assured thekurmiscommunity that they will begranted ameeting with union Homeminister to discussthe
matter. Further protest ‘rail teka-dahar chheka’ will be suspended due to the meeting. Some tribal organizations
in Jharkhand have strongly opposed the kurmisdemand arguing that It would be hamper the constitutional
rightsandlandrightsof existing schedul etribescommunities.

While it’s true that certain communities including mainly the tribals and other backward communities
have historically been marginalized and thusrequire specid attentionintheform of affirmativeactions. These
communities have enriched the country’s cultural heritage, through their exquisite art culture and craft. They
have played aleading rolein the promotion, protection and conservation of the environment through their
traditional practices; withtheir vast repository of traditiona knowledge. Thesecommunitiesarethetorch-
bearersfor sustainabl e development in Jharkhand .Recogni zing theimportance of tribalsand their rolein
nation-building, the Congtitution made pecid provisonsfor theprotection of triba cultureand thedeve opment
of Scheduled Tribes.X® To strengthen such efforts, tribal dominated stateslike Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and
Odishashouldtake specid attentiontothelr issues.

There are 32 distinct tribal communities in Jharkhand and these tribes are grouped under the ‘scheduled
tribes’ group of Jharkhand. According to Census 2011 among the tribal, Santhals are most numerous accounting
for one-third of thetotal tribal population followed by Munda, Oraon, and Ho contributing morethan 10%to
thetotd tribal population. Other tribesof shareasLohra, Kharwar, Bhumij and Khariahave shareof lessthan
3% eachwhileMahali, Mal Paharia, Chero and Bediahave share of 1-2 % each. The most marginalized
tribeswithlessthan 0.01 % are Savar, Birjia, Gorait, Baiga, Bathudi, Banjaraand Khond (Census 2011).
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Theoverdl literacy rate among Jharkhand is 67.63%. Whileamong thetribasitisonly around 47.63%.% The
maor cause of concerniswithinthosetribestheleve of educationishighly uneven, with certain groupsbeing
morevulnerablesuch asBaiga, Birhor, Prahalyaand Savar lessthan 30% of literacy which are extremely low
in Population aswell.*2, Moving ahead, to curb the menace of dropouts from schools and colleges, the
Government recently began the program of educationinregiond languagesa d ementary leves, thoughlimited
to certain schools. Here 17 languages are being taught at thematriculationlevd. In Jharkhand, out of 20tribal

andregiond languagesnotified district-wise, 12 arebeing taught at thematriculation levd. If welook at the
figures of the matricul ation board examination of 2021, then total 4.33 lakh children had appeared inthe
examination. Out of these, some 62 thousand, 545 candidates of tribal and regional languagesrecognized at
thedistrict level gppeared. If thisisthe condition of studentsat the middleand high school levd itsdlf, thenitis
not adifficult task to estimatetheactual situationin higher and technical education. Accordingtotheresearch
conducted under the Jharkhand University of Technology, in thetribal-dominated state of Jharkhand, which
comesunder theFifth Schedul e of the Constitution, 91 percent of thetribal (Scheduled Tribe) quotaseatsin
engineering collegesremain vacant. 26 per cent seatsarereserved for Adivasis(Scheduled Tribes) in educationd

ingtitutionsof the state, but very few of them arefilled. Itisnot that thisstuationisonly inengineering, butitis
moreor lessthe samesituationingenerd coursesof higher educationincluding polytechnic, medica .

TheNationa Family Health Survey (NFHS-5) of 2019-21, has shown improvement in women and
child nutrition in Jharkhand. Some positive outcomes cameout of it, wherethelevel of Pregnant Anemic
women came down to 56.8%. Similarly, the proportion of stunted children declined to 39.6%. Despitethe
improvementsthereisalot moreto be desired. Districtsnamely Chatra, Latehar, Sahebganj, Simdegaand
West Singhbhum aretriba-dominated areas and they ranked quitelow in nutrition indicatorswith manutrition
such as stunting, underweight condition, anemia, neonatal mortality rate etc. being quitehigh among females
and children. According to NFHS-5, the soci o-economi ¢ condition of familiesof STsin Jharkhandisnot at
par with that of other familiesand thereisaneed for critical attention of the Government for furthering the
welfare of the STsof Jharkhand. Schedul e Tribeshousehol dslag in aspects such aspuccahouses, e ectricity,
health and drinking water facilities. The non-existence of proper toilet facilitiesin the housesisreflective of
their socio-economic situation.** Thetribal s have d so suffered dueto mining operations. One such caseisof
mining of bauxitearound 200 km away from Ranchi, Asur Adivas living ontop of the remote mountains
acrossthevillages, such as Sakhuapani, Pol Path. The mining operationsoften emit alargeamount of dugt,
pollutethewater and air. It isthereby causing tubercul osisamong many people, apart from other diseases.™.
One of themgjor chalenges of Providing hedthcarefacilitiestotribal sistheweak infrastructureintherura
areas. Not only the hospital's, connectivity of roadsimpacts, inadequate medica Professionas, Pharmacists
impactsthe emergency services. In such scenarioswomen aretheworst impacted asthey undergo biological
changesthat require proper treatment and care. Pregnant and | actating mothers are severely impacted due
lack of ingtitutional delivery, manpower shortageand essential medical care.

Yes, thereared so demandsthat are genuine, Peopleneed to preservether respective cultures, distinct
identities. Also People can choose adominant Identity to avail benefit. We often witness patternsof recurring
demandswhere certain communities acrossthe statesrai se demands of granting them special category status
such as SC/ST/OBCson the groundsof cultural distinctivenessor backwardness. Last year abill passed by
the Parliament included certain communities Deshwari, Ganjhu, Dauta bandi (Dwal bandi), Patbandi, Raut,
Magjhia, Khairi (Kheri), Tamaris(Tamadia), and Puraninthelist of STsin Jnarkhand. Thoughinthe pretense
of such demands asociety must not bifurcateinto sections. A fragmented society cannot flourish for long.
Emergingfault linesbased on socd deavagesgivehirthto politicsof segregetion ultimately leading to secessonist
tendencies. Politicisation of suchissuesissmilar tofanning theflames. Taking cuefromtheManipur controversy
of kuki-Meiti conflict, over the ST recognition status created utter disorder and emergency situationinthe
date. Suchissuesarehighly sengitive, and tender. Inclusion and collaboration of affected parties, organization
affiliated to groups, and most important community participation are oneof thewaysto moveforward rather

January to March 2026 ~ www.shodhsamagam.com Impact Factor

A Double-Blind, Peer-Reviewed, Referred, Quarterly, Multi SJIF (2025): 8.019
Disciplinary and Bilingual International Research Journal C

102



DhirendraTripathi

ISSN : 2581-6918 (E), 25821792 (P)| s HODH SAMAGAM Page No. 99 - 104

Year-09, Volume-09, |ssue-01

than unilaterally arbitrary orders of the state. Creating boundaries such as ‘others’ vs ‘us’ sparks the outsider
debateswhich further disintegratesthe society into pieces creating disharmony. Keepinginmind, therationale
behind theidentity politicswasto undo thewrongs of historical injusticesto thedistinct communitiesand
providethemthelr fair share, ultimately paving way for aunified strengthened society that progressestogether.

Wehave so far seen shortcomingsaswell asgainsmadethrough Politicsof Cultural I1dentities. Looking
forward we have certain examplesof Ingtitutional Support and organi zations doing phenomenal jobsinthe
upliftment of thetribal sthrough empowering without creating divisions. Onesuch organizationis Transform
Rural India Foundation, a non-profit organization in Jharkhand’s Ranchi and Simdega districts, is working
with hundreds of thousands of villagersto providethem accessto pregnant and | actating women, including
freeingtitutiona ddliveries®.

CONCLUSION

Theintended objective of Identity Politicsisto mobilize massesaround acommon ideaof onenessto
cater their unattended aspirations. Adding substanceto such claims, one of the most effectivewaysisto
empower the People and make them independent. No way isbetter than investing in the capabilities of the
people. Having seenloopholesin education at e ementary levels, lack of primary hedlthcare centersare one of
thefirst stepsthat need to betaken. Besidesthe preservation of thetribal heritage and their distinctiveculture
isequally important asthey are part of Indian socia and cultural Fabric. They arefacing an existentid crisis
duetotheir declining Population. A blend of modernity and traditionsiskey for their sustainable devel opment.
Involve expertsto widen our understanding, community participation arefew part of decentraised gpproach
we need. Thereisno radical change needed in the available solutions, all we need to do is change our
approach.
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