Swayam PravaMishra
Page No. 2083 - 2087

SHODH SAMAGAM &2,
'. .'q
ISSN : 2581-6918 (Online), 2582-1792 (PRINT) -‘\*‘Y 2 v ®
Echoesof Ancestral Wisdom: TheRoleof Tribal Cultural Practicesin

IKS

Swayam PravaMishra, Ph.D., Department of English, Artsand Humanities
AnjaneyaUniversity, Nardah, Raipur, Chhattisgarh, INDIA

ABSTRACT

Thispaper seeksto explorethe significance
of tribal contributionsto IKS. By examining their
distinctive cultural practices, environmental
stewardship, and resource-management
techniques, we can uncover valuable insights
relevant to contemporary global issues. Inaworld
shaped by globalization and rapid technological
advancement, there is renewed interest in
traditional knowledge asa guiding framework for
sustainable devel opment. The Indian Knowledge
System provides crucial perspectives on
sustainability, holistic well-being, community
harmony, and ethical governance. Theintegration
of traditional tribal wisdomwith modern scientific
inquiry holdsthe potential to generateinnovative,
culturally resonant, and globally applicable
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INTRODUCTION

The Indian Knowledge System (IKS)
representsavast and diverserepository of wisdom
that spans multipledisciplines. It encompassesthe
collectiveintellectua heritageof Indiatsscientific
traditions, philosophical reflections, cultural

4% achievements, and practical knowledgeevolved over
8 thousands of years. IKS integrates awide range of

Overall Similarity fields, including philosophy, science, ecology,
medicine, linguistics, and art, demonstrating the deep
interconnection between thought and practicewithin
Indian civilization. It upholds India’s unique cultural,
philosophical, and intellectual traditionsthrough a
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holisticworld view that blends spiritud, ethical, and practica dimensions(Panda2022, 1). Indiscussing the
application of tribal wisdomwithin IKS; it isessential to recognizethat tribal communitiesarethe earliest
inhabitantsof the subcontinent. They serve asthefoundati on of thelndian Knowledge System. Their knowledge,
preservedthrough ord traditions, rituds, folklore, and everyday practices, isrooted in sustainability, coexistence,
and profound ecological understanding. Tribal communities have safeguarded generations of experientia
knowledge, ensuring itstransmission through stories, customs, and collective memory. From herba healing
andtraditiond agriculturetoforest conservation, water management, and community-based resource practices,
tribal knowledge offers practical and susta nabl e approachesto many modern-day challenges. Indigenous
languages, storytelling practices, and cultura expressionsplay apivota rolein preserving ecological ethics,
socid values, and cultura continuity areasoften neglected in mainstream educational frameworks.

Literature Review

Thediscourse onthelndian Knowledge System (IK'S) hasgained momentumin recent years, especially
with the growing recognition of traditiona andindigenousknowledge asaval uableresourcefor sustainable
development. According to Panda (2022), IK Srepresentsaholistic framework of intellectual and cultural
wisdom that developed over centuries, rooted in India’s philosophical, scientific, and ecological traditions.
Scholarsemphasizethat IKSisnot merely ahistorical repository but an evolving system that continuesto
inform contemporary practicesin hedlth, environment, and community life (Panda2022). A significant body of
literature highlightstheindispensablerole of tribal communitiesin enriching IKS. Anthropol ogical and
ethnographic studies underscore that tribes are among the earliest stewards of India’s ecological and cultural
landscapes. Mahapatra (2013) arguesthat tribal societieshave preserved sustai nable practicesthrough ora
transmission, ritualistic traditions, and close interaction with nature. Their knowledge systems—particularly in
agriculture, herbal medicine, forest management, and communal living—reflect a deep ecological consciousness
that dignswith thesustainability goalsof modern societies.

Ethnobotanica research by Jain (2004) and subsequent studies confirm that tribal medicina knowledge
continuesto beacrucia resourcefor understanding traditional healing practices. Theseworksdocument the
useof herbs, roots, and natura therapiesemployed by indigenous hed ers, thereby reinforcing the scientific
and practica relevance of tribal wisdom. Similarly, Ramakrishnan (2003) exploresthe ecological wisdom
embedded in shifting cultivation, water preservation, and biodiversity conservation amongtribes, illustrating
how indigenous methods promotelong-term ecol ogical baance.

Theroleof ord traditionsand gorytellingin safeguarding triba knowledgehasa so beenwiddy examined.
Sengupta(2020) notesthat indigenouslanguagesand folklore serveascarriersof cultural memory, ecologica
principles, and ethical values. These narratives not only preserve community identity but al so encodecritical
knowledge about agriculture, natural cycles, and social conduct—elements often overlooked by mainstream
education systems.

Contemporary scholarship further emphasizestheimportanceof integrating triba wisdom with modern
scientific goproaches. Griffithsand Smith (2020) arguethat indigenous knowl edge contributessignificantly to
globd sustainability debates, especialy in areas such asclimateresilience, resource management, and ethical
governance. In India, researchers such as Baviskar (2004) have documented how tribal communities’ interaction
withforestsand riversoffersacounter-narrativeto exploitative devel opment model s, highlighting the potential
of triba practicesin addressing ecologica degradation. Overdl, theliterature affirmsthat tribal knowledge
systemsformavital component of IKS. They offer practica, ethical, and sustainableframeworksthat can
address contemporary challenges such as climate change, biodiversity loss, and socia inequality. Scholars
cons stently advocatefor acollaborative modd inwhich tribal wisdom and modern science complement each
other to create culturally grounded, environmentally sound, and future-oriented solutions.
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Objectives

The primary objectives of the paper isto exploreand highlight various prominent tribesfound mainly in
Chhattisgarh stateand their indigenous culturd expressionsand ecol ogica ly sustainable practices. The paper
asotriesto highlight how do thesetribesmaintain holistic approach towardslifeand maintain socid harmony
withinthecommunity. The objective of thispaper isa so to discuss about the mgor socio-cultura practicesof
prominent tribesreflecting ontheir belief system, artsand crafts, textiles, forest management, and healing
herbal practices.

Discussions and Findings

Precisdly, if wetak about thetribes of Chhattisgarh asper 2011 censusthe S.T popul ation of the state
1530.62% Thestate has43triba communitiesin the scheduled tribelist. Thedigtrictslike Baster Dantewada,
Bijapur Sukma, Kondagaon, Narayanpur and Kanker comesunder thisarea. Onewill find tribeslike Gond,
Muria, Madia, Abujhmadia, Dolra, Bhatra, Halba, Gadbain thisarea, whichisfilled with denseforests, and
hills. Many tribeslike Baiga, kamar, Mg hi, and Gondsareengaged in primitive agricultura activitiesbesdes
collectingfruits, fishingand hunting. TribeslikeM undaand Bhuniaaregenerdly engaged in sustainableagriculture.

Cultural Transmission and Tribal Languages

Each one of thetribes havetheir own costumes, language and life style. Theart and craft, songsand
dances show thecultura and religiousbelief of the people. The cultura expression of the statebringsout the
uniqueview of lifewith natureand Gods

Tribal Handlooms and Textiles

Tribal textilesarealiving exampl e of indigenous knowledge passed down through generations. Each
moitif, dye, and weaving method refl ects degp ecol ogica understanding and culturd symbolism. Thesetraditiona
waving style showcase sustai nabl e practices using naturd fibresand organic colours. Thestateisparticularly
famous for “Kosasilk’, it has been registered under geographical indication of goods. The Kosasilk is a type
of silk madefrom athread produced by aworm. Thereeling process of Kosathread isuniqueandisdonein
thisregiononly.

IKS and Tribal Handicr aft

Every item madeby tribalssimply reflect rituals, mythol ogy and folk lore of thearea. Craftslike Bell
Metal are made out of ‘lost -wax technique’. Different wood crafts and decorative items are made using the
wood of Shisham, Sal and Teak wood. Terracottaitems are even offered to deities and are emotionally
bounded with the tribes. The soft soil of the river is coaxed by the potter’s hand into utility items like potsand
Vases.

Tribes and their Love for Forests and Sacred Grooves

Triba population mainly livesin Jungles. Natureiseverything for them. These Triba communities, share
adeep spiritual bond with forests, viewing them as sacred life sources. Their indigenous practices promote
biodiversity, sustainable use of resources, and ecologicd baance. They haveastrong believethat their Godis
foundinjungles, hills, rivers, landsand air and sky. Which reflectstheir harmonious existence with natural
world. Many tribal communitiesworship naturedeitiesand perform sacred ritud stoinviterainfall, honouring
their deep connection with theland and climate. Thesetribesprotect these groovesand believethat these
grooves protect them from epidemic and calamities. These deep forests provide psychologica strength for
thesetribesand ethnicidentity.

Ayurveda and Tribal Indigenous Medicinal Practices

Tribal medicineisavita part of thelndian Knowledge System, sharing strong connectionswith Ayurveda
through the use of herbs, roots, and natural healing practices. Theseindigenous systems are based on deep
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ecologica understanding and centuriesof ora tradition. Together, tribal knowledge and Ayurvedapromote
holistic and sustai nable hedlthcarerooted in nature. Generation after generation triba people have devel oped
their ownmedicinal hedling practices. Baigaand Ojhain Tribal communitiestreat thes ck peoplewith herbs.
Their medi cineisbased on harmony with environment nature and society.

Similarity of Japanese Concept of Ikigai and Tribal Way of Living

TheIndian Knowledge System (IKS), The Japanese concept of Ikigai, and tribal worldviewssharea
common thread the pursuit of purposeful, balanced, and meaningful living. Ikigai, which means “reason for
being,” aligns with tribal values where work, nature, and community are interconnected, not just for survival
but for joy and fulfilment and contentment. In many tribal cultures, elders continueto contribute through
farming, sorytelling, hedling, and craftsmanship, finding dignity and happinessinlifd ong activity and eradicating
boredom at the ol der age.

Prominent Revolts and Protests of Chhattisgarh

Triba communitiesof Chhattisgarh havefiercely resisted forest expl oitation through powerful revolts.
The Bagtar Rebdllion of 1910 (Bhumka Movement) led by GundaDhur wasamajor uprising against colonia
control over forest and the destruction of sacred trees. TheKoi revolt of 1859 led by the Koyatribewasa
responseto oppressiveforest lawvsand thedenia of traditional rightsover land and trees. Theserevoltswere
not only about political freedom but a so about preserving thetribal way of lifeand ecological balance.

CONCLUSION

Indian Knowledge System aimsto devel op cultura industriesthat leveragetraditiona knowledgeand
handicraft creating economic opportunitiesand preserving culturd heritage. It dsoamsat promoting holistic
hedlth practicessuch asAyurvedaand Yogafor well-being of Individuals. IKS aso promotesto apply traditiona
ecol ogical knowledgeto contemporary environmental challengesfor promoting sustai nability and conversion.
Tribal indigenouswisdomisvital component of the Indian Knowledge system asit embodies sustainable
practices, environmentd ethicsand cultura richnessthat have been preserved through generations. Including
thisknowledgeinthecurriculum (SDG 4. Qudity Education) will help sudentslearn fromred lifeexperiences
andvauedl culture. It dso supports SDG 10 (Reduced Inequdities) by givingimportanceto thevoicesof the
marginaized triba peoplewho are oftenignored inthe main stream. Indigenous Tribal practiceslikesaving
and worshiping forestsusing natural farming methodsand managing water wisely help fight climate change
(SDG 13: ClimateAction) preserving and promoting tribal wisdomisnot only an act of cultural justicebut a
strategic movetowardsachievingamoresustainable, inclusveand resilient futurefor all.
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