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ABSTRACT

ORIGINAL ARTICLE This paper offers a comparative study of
social realismin theworks of Charles Dickensand
Mulk Raj Anand, focusing on The Old Curiosity
Shop, Oliver Twist, Untouchable, and Coolie. Both
writers portray the suffering of marginalized
individuals shaped by structural poverty,
exploitativelabour systems, and oppressive social
hierarchies. Dickens critiques the Victorian Poor
Law and industrial capitalism, while Anand
exposes caste oppression and colonial capitalism
Author inIndia. Through characters such as Nell, Oliver,
Bakha, and Munoo, the novels reveal how
economic structures and social hierarchies shape
E-malil : pankgswarg 111@gmail.com the lived experiences of the poor. This study argues
that both authors use realism as an ethical
intervention aimed at representing systemic
injustice and illuminating human dignity.
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6% first phase of industrialization which brought radical

2 insecurity tomiddleclasspeopleinBritian and during

Opeuroll Sheailmrity colonidisminindia . Industrial Revolutionin Britain

transformed socia economic structure of the country
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sprang offering new goodsto satisfy the demand and desire of the market. Asproduction for profitinafree
market replaced production for use and asinnovation of newer methods upset the balancein established
industries. The phenomenon of large scaleboom and depression introduced anew € ement into the economic
life. It threatened thelife of middle classpeopleasthey fall into working class. Thuspoor were unableto cope
with the changing economic which pushed them to margina sideand got involvedinto criminality and other
illega work to survive. Poor Law offered someray of hope but turned to be blessing in disguisefor them as
itmadetheir lifeextremely difficult. The gap between rich and poor wasvisiblein theVictorian society, nothing
was done except enactment of The New Poor Law of 1834, |eading to the establishment of work houses.
Theauthoritiestook measuresto enact thenew law effectively, and awvare of corruption inthe system; therefore
it mandated poor to enrol intheworkhousesto avail thefacility. However, it wasafutile attempt because the
law was state sponsored programme to put an end to poor lifeas Royal Commission report substantiates,
“though its name, the New Poor Law’s aim was not to eradicate poverty, rather to clearly demarcate the
emerging middle classesfrom those either unwilling or unableto work, intended to producerather negative
than positive effects.” There were many criticism of the law in terms of public and private charity.

The Old Curiosity Shop depictsanew form of earning through illegitimate means such asgambling.
Dickens’ protagonist Nell is a thirteen year old girl living with her grandfather in London to support him
financially. Nell and her grandfather’s poverty, sickness, unemployment, homelessness, and nomadic lifestyle
aremirroredinthisnovel. | will examinethelife of Nell to provide anideaabout how the poor young people
lived. Nell isnot atypicad homelessgirl, smilar to those homel ess peoplewho lived in London streetsand had
much moredifficult lives. Nell used to have her home. In those days, she becomes homel ess not because of
her ownwish but dueto her grandfather.

When Nédll findshimin trouble dueto debt, she hel psher grandfather to escape London, agesture of
platoniclovethat saveshim from Quilp - themoney lender. Inthisway, she becomesnomad running away not
from her present but from her future. Néll isshown acaring, deserving, homel essgirl with desiresof astable
and rooted life though deprived of her childhood privileges because of her grandfather indulgenceinillegal
practices,

“...the child trembled with a mingled sensation of hope and fear as in some far—off figure imperfectly
seenintheclear distance, her fancy traced alikenessto honest Kit. ... if she had not dreaded the effect, which
thesght of him might havewrought upon her fellow traveller, shefdt that to bid farewell to anybody now, and
most of al to himwho had been so faithful and so true, was morethan she could bear. It was enoughto leave
dumb things behind, and objects that were insensible both to her love and sorrow.”

Thementd agony of Nell canbeseen, following her grandfather to he p himwith the coreof her heart. On
thefirst day of journey whenthey hatto havearest, Nel istired but continuesfor her grandfather; shesays,

“We must go on, indeed’, said Nell, yielding to his restless wish, but the women had observed from the
young wonderer’s gait, that one of her little feet was blistered and sore, and being a woman and a mother too,
she would not suffer her to go until she had washed the place and applied some simple remedy.....

Although they were poor, they werewilling to hel p each other. Shelovesher grandfather and Kittoan
extent that shesacrificesher lifefor family values, and grandfather isthe person who harvestsfrom little Neil.
“The account of Nell’s last few hours recalls her dreaming of those who had helped her and saying ‘God bless
you!” While she may be dead, there are many similar to her who could still be helped. Nell’s death was not
only an occasion for awakening the moral sentiments but also functioned asessentia call to helpthosein
needs. | think thisisnot asingle-issuebattle, such asagainst the New Poor Law but rather comprehensivecal
for justice. Thetheme of homel essnessand heroic deedsfindsway in Oliver Twist though the homelessness
emerged from the Government system of eradi cating poverty through theNew Poor Law. Oliver isaninnocent
child, who is trapped in aworld where his only alternatives appear to be the workhouse, Fagin’s thieves, a jall,
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or an early grave. Oliver isahomeless, searching for livelihood that construct aradical hero who protest
against the established system by asking for morefood,

What! Said the master at length, in faint voice, Please sir replied Oliver, I want some more’.

Asmentioned about the Poor Law intheintroduction, itsburning examplecan beseenin Oliver Twigt.
Poverty isamgor concernin Oliver Twist. Throughout thenove , Dickensconcentrate onthistheme, describing
slums so weak that whole rows of houses are on the point of ruin. In an early chapter, Oliver attends a
pauper’s funeral with Mr. Sowerberry and sees a whole family crowded together in one miserable room. As
Dickensisinspired by therealistic school of thought, he portraysrealismin Oliver Twist and describesthe
effectsof industrialisation emanating in theform of new Poor Law. Poverty, child labour, education system,
orphanage, recruitmentsof children ascriminal and other social evilsof the Victorian ageare capturedin
Oliver twigt; thenove beginswiththekilling of innocence, Oliver attendsafunerd that introduceshimto desth
at such atender age.

According to David Daiches, Oliver Twist is “full of nightmare symbols of loss. . .” as shown in the
description of Mr. Sowerberry’s shop:
“An unfinished coffin on black tressels, which stood in the middle of the
Shop, looked so gloomy and death-like. . . The shop wascloseand
Hot, and the atmosphere seemed tainted with the smell of coffins.

The image of the coffin represents death and reminds the reader of Oliver’s circumstance that he is an
orphan. Deathisasymbol of lossof life, just like Oliver haslost hisparents. Dickens describesthe misery of
lifein theworkhouse. Workhouses symbolize an authoritative pattern of maintaining the socia order; ashift
fromthe order endsup in severe punishment. Oliver rebd sagaing the system by asking for morefood can be
seen asdlf assertion or clamfor identity intermsof equa treatment. Oliver isthrown out of workhouseand
apprenticed to an undertaker Showerbery whointroduced him to desth. He escapesfrom undertaker but his
fortune endswhen he comesin contact of Doger who takes him to an old Jewish Fagin, who is master of
underworld and runsanintuition of criminality. Faginforcibly dragshiminto theworld of underworld. Heis
instructed and trained to be apickpocket. Heisimprisoned on the accusation of stealing handkerchief but
soon discharged for being innocent. Mr Brownlow takes orphan to hishouse. Hefed sbetter herein contrary
to dark and dirty den of thieves. His happiness soon turns into hell as he is trapped by Fagin’s keep Nancy
and once again he is dragged into the world of Fagin’s. He is forced to take part in burglary by skies and his
other partners. The nexus of burglars could not thwart Oliver from his self-enlightenment of not givingto
conspirators’ way rather sets up his own mean of revolting against his own companions. The self enlightenment
infuses couragein him and daresto mislead gang and tell truth about the burglary. However, hisbrave deed
turnsinto misfortune. Oliver, onthe other hand, provesto be of gentlebirth. Although hehasbeenill-treated
indl hislife, herecoils, a theplan of victimizing anyonedse. Thisinfact gentlemanlinessmakesOliver Twist
something of achangelingtae, not just acondemnation of socid injustice. Oliver wasborn for better things.
Hestrugglesto survivein the savageworld of the underclass beforefinally being rescued by hisfamily and
returned to hisproper place. Inthe centre of corruption and degradation radical Oliver remains pure hearted.
He steersaway from evilsand receives hisaward |eading peaceful lifein the country. His attitude shows
victory over evils. Thismakeshim respectable. Thuswefind that the reactive hero doesnot lose hisgentleness
throughout the story. Though there are many moments when he shows fragments of activity. Hisidentity
becomesthe greatest mystery and isidentified in by the positive effort and operation of people around him,
without taking hisany activepartin hispursuit. Mr Brownlow adopts Oliver ashissonand led aretiredlifein
apeaceful village. Weare never told about hisadulthood. Wefind that Dickensportrayshisidentity in positive
effortsdespitebeingavictim of socid evils.

Now | will will examinesthemodes, functions, andidedistic detail sof socid realisminfollowing mgor
novelsof Mulk Ra Anand Untouchable (1935) and Coolie (1936), andThe History of Indian literatureis
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replete with so many examplesand glory that go to provethat ,Anand, one of the prominent and founding
figuresof Indian Englishfiction. Heemploysredismasapoliticd, ethical, and artistic Srategy to describethe
conditionsof theoppressed. Hestuateshiswritingsunder caste hierarchy, colonia capitaism, andindustria
modernity. Through the character of Bakha, Munoo, and Ananta, Anand thinksfiction asatool of social
witnessthat exposesthe structural inequity andinterrogating dominant cultura narrativesabout purity, |abour,
and technology. Asthevision of Anand refel ectsthat he wasinspired by Marxist ideology. Heisdeeply
concerned on Marxist humanism, Gandhian ethi cs, and European modernist narrative devices. Hedevelopsa
exceptionally Indian form of realism so called radical socid realism that refusesromanticism. This paper
throwslight on how thethree novel sdescribe not only document expl oitation but al so narrates an epistemol ogy
of suffering, struggle, and human dignity.

Mulk Raj Anand occupiesainfluential position inthebackground of Indian English literaturefor his
unambiguous dedication to social realism and his sustained engagement with the marginalized. Hewrote
during theturbulent decades of colonid rule, industria shift, and nationalist devel opment. According to ,he
argues that ,the novel as an ethical act, an instrument for the “revelation of truth” about systemic oppression
(Anand, Apology for Heroism). M ost of the earlier Indian English novelistsrepresented only privileged or
middle-class life but Anand’s imagination was deeply rooted in the lives of outcastes, peasants, coolies,
artisans, factory laborers, and other marginalized groupswho were considered to be underdogs according to
Indiansocial order.

Anand’s has described social realism as a method of political intervention. Anand argues that it is not
merely theredistic portrayal of poverty but theintentiona presentation of historical and materia structures
governingeveryday existence. Hisworksarethemimesi sof European socidist reflection, mainly thehumanistic
Marxism writers like Romain Rolland, and Gandhian ethics. The three novels under the scanner—Untouchable,
Coolie, and The Big Heart provide perfect textsin which Anand describes areliabl e source about realism
whichisgrounded in human suffering, labour exploitation, and the pursuit for dignity.

Untouchable published in 1935 is the most influential and powerful literary indictment of caste
discrimination in Indian Englishliterature. Thenove unfoldsstory of aeghteen years old sweeper boy Bhaka
whosedaily labour and bodily existenceare controlled by notionsof ritual impurity.

| think Anand has portrayed the realistic caste system by depicting acharacter from marginalized
community. Anand’s realism exposes caste not as a conceptual notion but as a material and embodied condition.
Bakha’s body becomes primarily source of oppression. Every incident imposed on Bhaka like , sweeping,
cleaning latrines, receiving blows, shouting “posh, posh”—reveals how is he decorated by caste stigma. \We
can seethat how spatid separation of colonies, the construction of thelatrine, and thebehaviour of governing
bodiesclearly demonstrates that how realism operates at thelevel of caste, creed and gender. My subjective
ideas about psychological realismisthat Bakhawantsto joinsBritish soldier but marked by shame, longing,
and confusion. Bakha’s admiration for British soldiers, his desire for clean clothes, and his fantasies of dignity
reflect the psychological costs of caste.

Realism can be observed at the M arketplace d so that when wantsto buy jalebis. Heishumiliated and
oppressed. Anand portraysthe marketplace asamicrocosm of caste capitalism where economic transactions
reinforceritua hierarchy.

The novel ends with reception of Gandhi’s about the three possible “solutions”. Gandhi’s speech creates
moral appeal, Igbal Nath Sarshar’s call for systemic reform, and the flush toilet (the machine). Anand uses
realismto show thefalureof smplemord plea. Theflush system symbolizesinfluence of modern technology
that can eliminate the material basis of untouchability. This final scene of the novel depicts Anand’s belief that
realism mugt offer historica adternativesrather romantic consol ation.

Untouchable hastruly address caste system from historical perspectivein the sameway hisnext novel
Coolie expresses Anand’s social vision that how colonial capitalism and their agent exploited labour to the

October to December 2025 www.shodhsamagam.com Impact Factor
A Double-Blind, Peer-Reviewed, Referred, Quarterly, Multi SJIF (2025): 8.019
Disciplinary and Bilingual International Research Journal C

1897



Panka] Kumar

ISSN : 2581-6918 (E), 2582-1792 (P) SHODH SAMAGAM Page No. 1894 - 1898

Year-08, Volume-08, |ssue-04

extremeleve. Theprotagonist, Munoo, whoisan orphaned child who travel sfrom one placeto another place
insearch of livelihood expressesthe concern about poverty that how it wasdeeply rooted in Indian geography.

Munoo’s continuous movement for bread and butter signifies enforced displacement. His tragic journey
exemplifies how colonial capitalism produced displaced but powerless labour. Anand’s realism maps the vast
expanding geography of exploitationin British India

If we throw light on realism in domestic context, we find that in the early chapters Munoo’s worked as
adomestic servant. Hefaces| ot of atrocity like physical harassment, beatings, and verbal abusethat reveas
how childrenweretreated in colonid ruleand aso hierarchy structuresof privatelife. Domestic space becomes
aplaceof micro-authoritarianism, showing how colonia modernity reproducesolder formsof feudd exploitation.
Apartfromthisindustria redlismaso played animportant rolein depicting theredigtic condition of margindized.
Anand’s portrayal of the textile factory is one of the initial instances of industrial realism in Indian English
fiction. Thefactory isportrayed not s mply asaworkplace but asamachinethat consumesbodiesfor profit.
With relentlessnoise, dust, mechanica rhythm, low wages, and hazardous conditions, thefactory represents
the material consequences of colonial capitalism. Munoo’s lungs deteriorate a symbolic representation of how
the system “breathes out” human life. Munoo’s fate finally takes him to the tea plantation in the Himalayan
foothills. Anand criticisesthat how racia hierarchy of colonial labour, white managers, Indian clerks, and
coolies form astratified pyramid of exploitation. Munoo’s death from tuberculosis is both truthful and symbolic
that how abody becomesthevictim of global capitaism. If we consider romantic novel where death signify
tragic beauty but Munoo’s death is a structural death created by the capitalist. It marks the culmination of
socid forces, not persond misfortune. Anand usesredlism to show that under colonial capitdism, thelifeof a
coolieisexpendable.

CONCLUSION

Lastly we can say that, Together, Dickensand Anand assert that social realismisacompleteliterary
modeableto crosscultural, historical, and national boundaries. Both writersusefiction asainstrument for
civilizing the subjugated and critiquing the structuresthat perpetuateinequality. Their worksdemonstratethat
literature canform public conscience and contributeto strugglefor justice. Inthisshared commitment, Dickens
and Anand highlight the enduring relevance of socid realism asaforcefor moral and socid transformation.
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