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ABSTRACT

Scheduled Caste communitiesin India have
faced social neglect and unfair treatment to
centuries. After independence, lawssuch asArticle-
17 of the Indian federal Constitution and the SC/
ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act took concrete
stepsto end untouchability and protect their rights.
However, Scheduled Castes in Chhattisgarh
continue to struggle in a vicious cycle of poverty,
social exclusion, and mistrust. In Chhattisgarh,
Scheduled Castes constitute approximately 13%

Author of the state’s total population. Due to social
Ramesh kumar L ahre hierarch_y and historical i_nequalitiesz _this
. _ community has been deprived of political
E-mail : rameshkumarlahre@gmail.com participation, educational and financial resources.
They alwaysfaceinequality and discriminationin
areas primary and higher education, health
services, better jobs, and political participation.
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shodhsamagaml@gmail.com While the Constitution guarantees equality and
rightsfor all, reality differsfromlegal provisions.
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research presents relevant suggestions for their
upliftment. Thus, it underscores the need for
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formulating more pragmatic policies development toward the social political and economical
empower ment of the Scheduled Caste community.

KEY WORDS
Scheduled Castes, Caste-based Discrimination, Chhattisgarh.

INTRODUCTION

Scheduled Castes, commonly known as Dalits, constitute 13.2% of Chhattisgarh’s total population (as
per Census 2011). Caste playsacentra roleintheIndian social system, but it hasisol ated the Scheduled
Castesfrom the mainstream. Thisconsequently occurred in socia, economic, and political backwardness.
Thelndian hasframed many clausefor the protection of scheduled caste thiscommunity, but despitepositive
policiesand programs, Scheduled Castes in Chhattisgarh face numerous challenges. Chhattisgarhisan
agricultural state on alarge dependence on therura economy. Wesak infrastructure and social injusticeinthe
statefurther exacerbatethe strugglesof themarginalized Castes. Castediscriminationremains prevaent in
society. Schedul ed Castes peopl e dwaysfacediscrimination violencein public places, educationa inditutions,
and workplaces. Article 17 of the Constitution, which seeksto eradicate untouchability, iseffective, but its
implementation remainsincomplete. Scheduled Cagtesare primarily empl oyed in agricultureand theunorganized
sector, leaving them economically vulnerable. Lack of accessto economic resources and employment
opportunitieskeepsthem trapped in aviciouscycleof poverty.

Historical Context of Scheduled Castes

The caste system in India has consistently marginalized alarge section of society by dividingit. This
systemisman-made, based on karmaand religious principles. The Varnasystem isfirst mentioned inthe
Rigveda, dividing society intofour classes: Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaishyas, and Shudras. Thisdivison places
Shudras at thelowest echelons, limiting their work to service. Over time, Manu further strengthened this
system through the Manusmriti. It stated the basisof religion asthe structure of caste, varna, and gotra. This
socia system gave Brahmins sole authority over education, K shatriyas over governance, and Vaishyas over
trade, while obliging Shudrasto servethesethree classes. Thislaid the foundation for widespread social
inequality andinhuman exploitation.

Duringthecolonid period, the complexitiesof the caste sysem further increased. TheBritishfirst used
the term “Scheduled Castes” in the Government of India Act 1935. Its purpose was to list the impairment
sections of Hindu society and formul ate policiesfor their upliftment. After independence, Scheduled Castes
weredefined inArticle 341 of theIndian Constitution.

The purpose of theterm Scheduled Casteisto elevate the most backward community of the society to
thesocial and palitical level and alsoto provide protectionto al their rights. However, theinfluence of the
caste system continuestoday. This systemisnot solely based on karma, but the culture, civilization, and
religiousideol ogiesof society play adeeproleinit.

Currently, various progressive and socia interventions have been instituted to uplift the Scheduled
Castes, but social inequality remains deeply rooted. Eliminating the caste system without understandingits
higtorica contextischalenging.

Caste-Based Discrimination in Chhattisgarh

Caste-based discrimination against Scheduled Castesisprevalent in almost all states of India, and
Chhattisgarh isno exception. So-called upper castesand regionally dominant castesstriveto marginalize
Scheduled Castes socially, economically, and politically. Thisdiscrimination manifestsitself intheform of
socia exclusion, humiliationin public places, personal violence, desecration of religioussitesand great
persondities, exploitationintheworkplace, and denia of privileges.
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Caste-based discriminationisprevaent in both villagesand citiesareas of Chhattisgarh. Thetendency
to exclude Schedul ed Castes from public services and subject them to expl oitation continuesto hinder their
soci o-economic devel opment. Although congtitutiond and legd measuresexi<, their implementation remains
ineffective, making thisproblem aseriousissue.

Article 17 of Congtitution abolishesuntouchability, but the ground redlity something el se. it hasnot been
fully effective. Protection from discrimination and exploitation is provided through theAtrocitiesAct, 1989.
Despitethis, according to Nationa Crime Records Bureau data, crimesagainst Scheduled Castes (SCs) are
steadily increasingin Chhattisgarh.

Objective
1. Toandyzethesocio-economicchdlengesand politica participation of the Scheduled Caste community
inChhattisgarh.

2. Tostudy theimpact of migration-related i ssues on educationa and employment.
3. Toassesstheeffectivenessof Government policiesto promoteinclusion and socid justice.

Research Methodology

Thisstudy used descriptiveand analytical research methodol ogy to analyzethe socio-economic status
of the Scheduled Caste community. Thedataset wasdlicited by empl oying ahybrid methodol ogical framework
encompassing both qualitative and quantitati ve approaches Socio-economic indicators such as education
rates, employment status, land ownership, and politica representation were analyzed to provide athorough
understanding of the key challenges endured by the Chhatti sgarh Schedul ed Caste community.

Literature Review

Previousresearch on Scheduled Castesin Bharat reved sthat thiscommunity hasavictim of continuous
socia deep socid inequdities. Thisexigent circumstanceisfurther complicated in Chhattisgarh, aScheduled
Cagte-dominated state, higher percentageof villagesand citiespopul ation, making the discrimination problems
confronted by scheduled class more pronounced and severe.

1. Theworksof Dr. B.R. Ambedkar placed significant emphasi son socia awarenessand capacity building
of scheduled Castes. Heidentified the caste system asafundamental problem in Indian Hindu society
and advocated for the capacity building of these communitiesthrough congtitutiond reforms. Hiswork
laid thefoundation for reservationsininequitableto fundamenta sresources such asjob, education and
other welfare schemesfor SCsinIndia

2. Researcherssuch asSukhdev Thorat and Katharine S. Newman have conducted in-depth analyses of
caste-based discrimination and economic inequality in Bharat. Their studiesreved that dalit faceto
face significant apronounced asymmetry continuesto prevail inthe accessibility of essentid rights,
notably with regard to e ementary education, health and jobs.

3. Accordingto Thorat, despiteimprovementsin the economic conditionsof sccommunity inIndia, their
social upliftment remainsslow. He underscored that members of the Scheduled Castesinrural areas
haveavery smdl shareinthemeansof production. They ownvery smal farms, whichisthefundamental
cause underpinning their economic debilitation weakness and backwardness.

4. Researchby Nidhi Sabharwad and Amitabh Kundu showsthat increasing educationd and employment
opportunitiesisessentid for the political and socid enablementinIndia

Theliterature review indicates shows that Scheduled Castes face historical and socio-economic
inequaitiesinIndia. In Chhattisgarh, the Situationis even more severe dueto the high percentage of rura and
Scheduled Caste popul ations. Although Government schemes have brought someimprovements, chalenges
faced by thesecommunitiesremain. Thecentra aim underpinning thispaper isto andyzethesechdlengesand
suggest possiblesolutions.
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Table0l1: Statisticsof crimesagainst scheduled castes

Sr. No. Typeof torture Cases (2022)
1 Rape 227
2 Murder 076
3 Crimes related to land disputes 421
4 Serious injury 512
5 Social exclusion 134

(Source: NCRB report)
Table02: Year-by-Year StatisticsonAtrocities against Scheduled Castes (SCs) in Chhattisgarh

Sr.No. | Years | Number of casesreported
1 2020 1204
2 2021 1312
3 2022 1453
4 2023 1521

(Source: NCRB report)

Thecrimesincludephysica violence, social and economic exclusion, humiliationin public places, and
gender-based violenceagainst women. According to NCRB datafrom 2020 to 2023, not only have cases of
atrocitiesagainst Scheduled Castesgrow, but thereared so very seriousdelaysin thedisposal of crimes. The
rising number of pending cases under theAct refl ectsthefailureto punish the perpetrators.

Thissituation posesaserious challengeto theimplementation of the congtitutiond rightstojusticeand
equality for Scheduled Castes.

Limited Access to Education for Scheduled Castes in Chhattisgarh

Scheduled Caste membersin Chhatti sgarh face numerous challengesin education. Although the state
Government haspromulgated remedid socio- palitical intervention schemesaffirmativeaction programsimprove
the socio-economi ¢ and educationd status of thiscommunity, these effortsareinsufficient. Scheduled Caste
membersfacediscrimination and soci o-economic barriersfrom primary to higher education, whichimpact the
quaity and continuity of their education.

Incidents of Discrimination

Caste-based discriminationisstill prevalent inrural and semi-urban schools. Upper-caste students
often refuseto Sit or eat with Scheduled Caste children during midday meals. Furthermore, many studentsand
teachers use caste- rel ated words and mi streat Scheduled Caste students. Thisenvironment contributesto
low sdlf-esteem and adisengagement from education.

Economic and Social Barriers

Poverty isamgor barrier to education for Scheduled Caste children. Most peoplein thisclassdepend
onwage labor and migrate to other states or cities for livelinoods. As a result, children’s schooling is interrupted.

Shortcomings in the Education System

Scheduled Caste children are unabl eto receive qual ity education on account of the paucity of teachers
and basi cresourcesin Government schools. Childrenlivinginvillagesand forest aressareparticularly vulnerable
to these shortcomings. The deficiency of high-quality primary education and asupportive environment in
schoolsaso hinderstheir educationd progress.
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Table03: Dataon Discrimination against Scheduled Caste Studentsin Chhattisgarh

Sr. No. I ndex Per centage
1 School dropout students 22%
2 Percentage of seating arrangements for scheduled caste students 15%
3 Verba abuse of scheduled caste students 18%
4 Dropout ratein girls 35%
5 Percentage of householdsinvolved in seasonal migration 30%
6 Enrollment in higher education 18%
7 Children reaching secondary school 40%

(Source: NCRB report)
Unemployment and Under employment

Joblessnessand partia empowerment remain aserious problem among Scheduled classin the state of
Chhattisgarh. Scheduled Caste members commonly experiencework placediscrimination sectors, especidly
intheprofit making sector. Despitehaving quaificationsand sKkills, job seekersareinfluenced by caste-based
biases. Thismakesit isposesdifficultiesfor scheduled castesindividua sto obtain employment opportunities,
forcingthemtowork intheinformal sector.

Non Government sector areinsecure, and workersreceive neither fair wages nor guaranteed socia
security. Inthissituation, Scheduled Castesbecomevictimsof economicinequality. According to Government
data, the unemployment rate among Scheduled Castesin Chhattisgarh is 12.6%, significantly higher thanthe
state average. Thisgap indicatesthat socioeconomic and political factors hold Scheduled Caste back from
accessto employment opportunities.

Situation in Rural Areas

Most Scheduled Castesreside villagesand forest remote areawhere permanent job opportunitiesare
limited. MNREGA schemeswerelaunched to address employment needs, but they havefailed to provide
adequate employment. Consequently, many are forced to live in conditions of unemployment or
underemployment.

Employers’ Bias
Employersin the private sector often harbor caste biases, which deprive qualified candidates of

employment. Thisdiscrimination often forces Scheduled Castesinto insecure wage |l abor.
Table04: Comparative Data Schedul ed caste and other caste socia work index

Sr. No. I ndex Scheduled Caste | Other Caste
1. Participation in skill development 25% 40%
2. Work force In agriculture 64% 30%
3. Enrollment in higher education 18% 45%
4. Poverty rate 48% 19.7%
5. Rate of seasonal migration of household 30% 10%

(Source: NSSO report)

Challenges faced by Scheduled Caste Migrantsin Urban Areas

A largesegment of the Scheduled Caste (SC) popul ation in Chhatti sgarh faces socio-economic chalenges
when migrating from villagesand cities. According to the 2021 Census, 64% of Scheduled Casteindividuals
areengaged in agriculture. The search for better employment opportunities often forces Scheduled Caste
membersto migrateto citiesareas, wherethey face numerous chalenges.
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Major Challenges

1. Caste-Based Discrimination: A survey carried out by Prasadin 2017 reved ed that 40% of Scheduled
Caste migrantsin Chhattisgarh lack basic amenitiesand liveininformal settlementswithout those
amenities,

2. Lack of BasicAmenities: A study conducted by Prasad in 2017 reveal ed that 40% of Scheduled
Caste migrantsin Chhattisgarh lack basic amenitiesand livein informal settlementswithout those
amenities,

3. Landlessnessand Poverty: Approximately 42% of Scheduled Castefamiliesin Chhattisgarh are
landless, and 37% live below the poverty line, indicating very low financia stability, according to the

Planning Commission 2021.
Table05: Scheduled caste population participation Percentage
Sr. No Social Class Per centage /Description
1. Scheduled caste population engaged in agriculture 64%
2. Scheduled caste migrant deprived of basis amenities 40%
3. Scheduled caste migrants working in the non- profit sector 65%
4, Unemployment rate of rural scheduled caste migrant 37%
5. Landlessness in scheduled caste families 42%

(Source: Census 2011 report)

Multiple Health and Nutrition Problemsin Chhattisgarh

Healthcare access is alarmingly very poor, espacialy in village’s areas and among Scheduled Caste
communities, where caste-based discrimination remains adeep challenge. Datafrom the confirmsthisdire
stuation. Manutritionishigh among children lessthan 05 years of age, with 42.3% underweight and 38.7%
stunted. Poverty and uncertainty about food security are among themajor factors contributing to this. Access
to healthcareisseverely limitedinrura areas, making medical facilitiesand medicines unaffordablefor the
genera public. Thissituation iseven more acute for Scheduled Caste communities, where caste-based
discrimination, along with theinadequate accessto healthcare, posesamagjor barrier. Thisdirectly impacts
maternd and infant mortality rates. Maternal mortdity ratesamong Schedul ed Caste communitiesare 229 per
100,000 livebirths, whileinfant mortality ratesare45 per 1,000 livebirths. These high figuresare exacerbated
by clean ability of clean water area so seriousissues. Inrural aress, approximately 18% of householdslack
availability of drinking water sources, and approximately 40% of households still practice open defecation.
These unsanitary conditions contribute to the spread of waterborne diseases such asdiarrhea, cholera, and
typhoid, further exacerbatingthehedthcrisis.

Limited Political Representation

Despitethe provision of reservationsfor Scheduled Classinthelegidaturein Chhattisgarh, thechalenge
of political representationremains. Themain problemistheunequal distribution of seats. Whilereservations
areintended to providefair representation to Scheduled Castes, the distribution of reserved seatsoftenfals
short of their population. Even reserved seats often come under pressurefrom dominant castes.

Thisresultsin dominant castesignoring the problemsand i ssues of Scheduled Classrepresentatives.
Thosewhowishtojoin politicsare deterred from active participation dueto social pressure, discrimination,
and prejudice.

Furthermore, ainadequate of resources and political education isabig obstacle. Successin politics
requiresfinancid resourcesand public support, which Schedul ed Caste candidates do not easily obtain. They
too confront numerous problemsalso face many difficultiesin elections.

Schedul ed Caste representatives are often viewed asmerely symbolic and are not given significant
rolesin policymaking or decision-making. For example, Scheduled Caste MLAsaregiven responsibility for
lessimportant departments.
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Thus, alack of resources, socid pressure, andtheir limited participationinthe politica process contribute
to this category’s weak political representation.

CONCLUSION

Comprehensivepolicy interventions are needed to upgrade the socio-economic and politica condition
of the Scheduled Classcommunity in Chhattisgarh. To €liminate discrimination and deprivationindimension
likeeducation, health, jobs, and political participation, the effectiveness of Government policiesand welfare
programs must be enhanced. To facilitate better education to Schedul ed Caste students, the Government
must implement comprehensivereformsin theeducation system, strictly monitor caste-based discriminationin
schools, and implement schemes to increase access to schoolinging in village’s areas. Moreover, it is necessary
to educate students and teachers about caste-sensitivity and provide financial assistance to ensure children’s
continued education. Improving accessto hedl th servi ces, promoting sanitation, and ensuring nutritional security
isessential . The Government and soci ety must work together to addresstheseissuesto ensure better health
and nutritionin Chhattisgarh.

Strict lawsagainst caste di scrimination in the employment sector must beimplemented, and specid
programs must belaunched to promote skill devel opment and sl f-employment for Scheduled Caste children.

Additionally, socia awarenessand education are needed to eliminate caste-based discrimination and
promoteinclusion. Thus, therequirement for awe l-structured policy formulation towards socid, politica and
economic empowerment of the Schedul ed Caste community isunderlined.
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