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ABSTRACT

The present study was conducted on 60 tribal
and 60 non-tribal respondents selected from
Dhanbad of Jharkhand. The purpose was to
compare urbanand rural respondentson creativity.
It was hypothesized that there will be significant
difference in verbal creativity between (i) urban
andrural tribal, (ii) urban and rural non-tribal and
(iti) tribal and non-tribal. For the purpose
creativity Test by Baker Mehdi wasused to measure
verbal creativity of therespondents. Besidesthese,
a PDSwas employed on the tribal and non-tribal
respondents and data were obtained. The obtained
data were subjected to t-ratio. Conclusions: (i)
Urban tribal excel over rural tribal in verbal
creativity. Thus, verbal creativity is the function
of inhabitation among tribal children, (ii) Verbal
creativity among non-tribal children in
independent of inhabitation and (iii) Non-tribal
excel over tribal children in verbal creativity.
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INTRODUCTION

Verbd creetivity isamultifaceted phenomenon
that emergeswhen individua sor groupsuselanguage
inimaginative, innovative, and often unconventional
ways. It isnot only ameans of communication but
adsoatool for expressingidentity, beliefs, and cultura
afiliations. Language, initsverba form, servesasboth
amedium and areflection of the cultura landscapes
withinwhichitisembedded. Verbd cregtivity isdeeply
intertwinedwith cultura affiliation andinhabitation, as
languageisan essentid component of thesocid fabric
that bindsindividuasto their communities, histories,
andtreditions.
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Inthe context of cultural affiliation, verbal creativity isamanifestation of the uniquewaysinwhich
languagereflectsthe values, norms, and experiences of aparticular group. Itisnot simply about linguistic
novelty but isoften rooted in coll ectiveidentities, shared memories, and communal practices. For example,
the creation of metaphors, idiomaticexpressions, and folk narratives can serveasvehidesthroughwhich members
of acultura group reaffirmtheir shared understanding of theworld. Through such creative usesof language,
peoplenavigatethe r environment, expressthear rdaionshiptoit, andinscribether culturd identity withinit.

Culturd affiliation playsapivota rolein shaping how languageisused creatively. Inmany indigenous
communities, oral traditionsare central to culturd life, and verba creativity isakey aspect of preserving and
transmitting knowledge across generations. Thisincludesstorytelling, songlyrics, proverbs, and even humor,
all of which can encapsulate awealth of cultural wisdom and experiences. The use of languagein these
contextsgoesbeyond merefunctionadity; it becomesaform of cultural expression, away of engagingwiththe
world and making sense of it through thelensof collective memory and shared experiences.

In terms of inhabitation, verbal creativity becomes a tool for articulating one’s relationship to the place,
environment, and society inwhich onelives. Theconcept of inhabitationin thiscontext refersto how individuas
or communitieslivewithin, interact with, and influencetheir physica and socid surroundings. Verbd cregtivity
becomesan essentia part of inhabiting acultural spaceasit alowsindividualsto narratetheir lives, connect
withtheir surroundings, and assert their belongingto aparticular place. Thisisparticularly evident intheway
peopl e use language to create a sense of belonging, whether through local dialects, regional accents, or
specific linguistic features that distinguish a group’s way of speaking.

Through verbal cregtivity, individualsarticulate their lived experiences within the broader context of
their environment. Acommunity’s relationship to its geography, history, and even politics is often woven into
thelanguagethat it speaks. For instance, the specific terminol ogy used to describe thelandscape, locd flora
and fauna, or historical events providesasense of how peopleinhabit and interpret their surroundings. Inthis
way, language becomes more than acommunicative tool—it becomes an expression of belonging and a way
of navigating one’s identity in relation to the world around them.

Moreover, verba creativity ininhabitation can al soreflect thetens on between cultural continuity and
change. Ascommunitiesface new influencesfrom globalization, migration, or technological advancement,
language can serve asapoint of negotiation, wheretraditiona formsof expression areremained or hybridized
with new linguigtic dements. Thisblending of languagesand cultura referencescanresultinnovel expressions,
which both reflect and shapethe evolvingidentity of agroup.

Insummary, verba creetivity inthecontext of culturd affiliation andinhabitationisacomplex interplay
of language, identity, and environment. It isboth areflection of and aresponseto the cultural and social
contextsinwhichindividualsand communitieslive. Through the creative use of language, peoplenot only
communicate but al so assert their belonging, preservetheir traditions, and negotiatetheir placein an ever-
changing world. Language, inthissense, isnot static; it isadynamic and evolving tool that shapesandis
shaped by thewaysinwhichweaffiliatewith our culturesand inhabit our worlds.

Review of Literature

Ochs, E., & Capps, L.2 (2001) explored how verbal creativity functions as atool for expressing
cultural identity. They focusonthewaysinwhich narrative practicesin different culturesalow individuasto
communicatetheir persona and collectiveidentities. Thereview highlightshow cregtive storytelling, metaphor
use, and folkloreoffer ingghtsinto the shared cultural meaningsof language. So, Verbal credtivity isnot just
about linguisticinvention but deeply rooted inidentity and community belonging. Thenarrative structurecan
reflect the culturd valuesof the speakers. Woolard, K. A. ™ (1998) examined therd ationship between language
and culturd affiliation, arguing that languageisakey mechanismfor individua sto positionthemsdveswithin
their community. Shediscusseshow verbd cregtivity, such ascode-switching, dang, and didect usage, enables
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individual sto navigateshifting culturd affiliations, especialy in multiculturd settings. So, Verba crestivity is
L. S.1°(1986) discussed how verbd crestivity contributesto thesocia construction of redlity. By creatively
using language, individualsdo not smply reflect theworld around them but actively construct and alter their
experiences, thusinfluencing cultura normsand practices. So, Verba crestivity dlowsindividua sto reshgpe
their rel ationship to theworld, providing new ways of inhabiting and interpreting cultural spaces. Blommaert,

J2(2010) investigated therole of languagein the sense of place and be onging. Hiswork looksat how verbal

credtivity allowsindividuasto create and sustain asense of belonging to aspecificloca ethrough language.

Loca didectsandidiomsarekey in expressing both persona and collectiveidentity. Therefore, language
through creative expressionstied toloca traditions, hel psindividua sclaim ownership of aparticular place,

fostering aconnection between language and inhabitation. Bhabha, H. K.* (1994) worked on hybridity and
culturd exchangeand explored how globdi zation leadsto linguisticinnovation. Heemphas zesthat theblending
of different linguisticand culturd dementscreatesnew formsof verbd cregtivity, reshaping culturd affiliations
and expressions of identity. Theintersection of languagesthrough globalization |eads to the emergence of
hybrid formsof verba crestivity that challengetraditiona cultural boundaries. Finnegan, R.° (1992) highlighted
theroleof verbal creativity in maintaining culturd affiliation. She emphasi zestheimportance of storytelling,
proverbs, and other oral formsof communication in preserving cultural knowledge, values, and socia bonds
acrossgenerations. Thus, Oral traditions serve asakey form of verbal creativity that reinforces cultural

bel onging and community identity. Bourdieu, P.3 (1991) examined in the context of verbal creativity. He
discusseshow language and narrative practicesserveasformsof cultura capitd, influencing socid standing
and group affiliation. The creative use of languagein storytelling and humor can reinforce socid hierarchies
and power dynamicswithin cultural groups. So, Verba crestivity isaform of cultural capital that can both
reflect and reinforce power structureswithin cultural affiliations. Hobsbawm, E. J., & Ranger, T.” (1983)
focused onthe creation of traditionsand collective memory through language. Theauthorsdiscusshow verbd

creativity intheformof ord historiesand collective storytelling he psto shape collectiveidentity and reinforce
culturd affiliations. So, Verbal credtivity playsacritica rolein constructing collective memoriesthat bind
communitiestogether and perpetuatetheir cultural identities. Rampton, B.° (1995) explored how migration
leadsto shiftsin cultura affiliation and verbal creativity. Theblending of languages, did ects, and cultural

practicesin migrant communities creates new forms of expression, which reflect both the continuity and
change of cultural identities. So, Migrants’ verbal creativity often reflects the dual influence of both their home
culture and the culture of their new environment, creating unique forms of identity expression. D’Andrade, R.
G*(1984) explored the cognitive aspects of verba crestivity, specifically how individuasuselanguageto
navigatecultura symbolsand norms. Heemphasi zestherol eof cognitivestructuresin shaping creativelanguage
use, particularly in culturaly rich contextslikeritualsand ceremonies. So, verbal creativity isacognitive
processinfluenced by cultural patternsand isused by individua sto expressand negotiatetheir placewithina
cultura system. Goffman, E.® (1959) explored how languageisused creatively in socid interactionsto present
and negotiate one’s identity. He discusses the “performance” of self in various social contexts, where verbal
credtivity servesasatool for managing cultura affiliation and socid relationships. So, Verbd cretivity alows
individuals to “perform” their identities within different cultural spaces, adapting language to fit specific cultural
expectationsand norms.

Thesereviewsdemondtrate that verbd cretivity isnot only anexpression of linguistic ability but lsoa
meansof engaging with and shaping cultura affiliations. Theliterature collectively showshow language helps
individuals navigatetheir cultura landscapes, assert their identities, and make sense of their reationshipwith
theworld around them.

Objectives
It wasintended to compare (i) urban and rurd tribals(ii) urbanand rura non-tribalsand (iii) tribalsand
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non-tribalsintermsof verbal credtivity.

Hypothesis
Therewill besignificant differencein verba creetivity between (i) urban andrurd tribals, (ii) urbanand
rura non-tribalsand (iii) triba sand non-tribals.

Methods of the Study
Sample

The samplecomprised of 60 tribal and 60 non-tribal adol escentsfrom Dhanbad (Jharkhand) based on
incidenta -cum-purpos ve sampling. They weresd ected equaly inrespect ininhabitation and cultura affiliation
[Tribal : 60; Non-tribd : 60; Urbantriba : 30, Rura triba : 30; Urban non-tribal : 30, Rural non-tribal : 30].
Other than conditions of research, they werematched so far aspossible.

Design : Between group design was used.
Tools Used

() A PDSwasusedtoseek persona and background information.

(i) Testof creativity by Bagar Mehdi was used to measureverbal credtivity.
Results and Interpretation

Table01: Comparison between urban-rura triba adolescent respondentsintermsof verbal creativity
Subjects | N | Mean | SD | df | t-ratio| p
Tribal (R) | 30| 50.37 | 1.96

. 58 | 11.62 | <.01
Tribal (U) | 30| 56.41 | 7.07

Theresultscontained in table- 01 indicated superiority of urban triba adolescentsover rural tribal
adolescentsinverbal creativity. The difference between the mean val ues of the urban adolescentsand the
rural adolescentswasfound significant. (t= 11.62; df = 58; p<.01). Urban triba adolescentsoften excel over
rural tribal counterpartsinverbal crestivity dueto greater exposureto diverselinguistic environments, better
educationd facilities, and more opportunitiesfor communication and culturd exchange. Urban settingstypicaly
provide access to books, media, and interactive learning, which stimulate vocabul ary, expression, and
imaginativethinking. In contrast, rurd tribal areasmay facelimitationsin educationa resourcesand language
devel opment opportunities, which can hinder verba creetive growth.

Table02: Comparison of urban-rura non-tribal adolescent respondentsin termsof verba creativity

Subjects N | Mean | SD | df | t-ratio| p
Non-Tribal (R) | 30 | 68.44 | 1.89

. 58| 1.08 | NS

Non-Tribal (U) | 30 | 68.75 | 1.76

Theresultsmentioned in table-02 showed insignificant effect of urban and rura inhabitation on verbal
cregtivity of non-triba adolescents. Themean vaueof verba crestivity scoreof urban non-triba did not differ
significantly fromthat of rural non-tribal. (t = 1.08; df = 58; p=NS). There may beno significant difference
between urban non-tribal and rural non-triba adolescentsin verba credtivity because both groups might have
accessto comparabl e educational resources, language exposure and cultural practicesthat support verbal
devel opment. Advancesinrural education, massmedia, and digital accesshave he ped bridgetheurban-rura
gap for non-triba populations. Additionally, non-triba familiesacrossregionsmay prioritizeformal education
samilarly, leadingto comparablelevelsof verba credtivity.

Table 03: Comparison of tribal and non-tribal adolescentsintermsof verbal creativity
Subjects | N | Mean | SD | df | t-ratio| p
Tribal 60 | 60.15 | 4.44
Non-Tribal | 60 | 68.24 | 4.93 1181 952 | <01
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Theresultscontainedintable- 03 indicated Sgnificant differencebetweentriba and non-triba adolescents
intheir verbal creativity. Tribal adolescents (N=60) werefound significantly inferior to their non-tribal
counterparts (N=60) in respect of verba creativity (t = 9.52; df = 118; p<.01). Non-triba adolescentsoften
excel over tribal adolescentsin verbal creativity dueto greater accessto quality education, exposureto
standardized language use, and enriched linguistic environments. Non-tribal communitiestypically benefit
from better schooling, reading materids, and opportunitiesfor structured communication, which nurtureverba
expression and imaginative use of language. In contrast, tribal adolescentsmay facelinguisticisolation, limited
educational resources, and less exposureto formal language devel opment, hindering their verbal creative
potentid.

CONCLUSIONS

(i) Urbantribal adolescentsexcel over rurd tribal adolescentsintermsof verba cregtivity.

(i)  Urbanand rura non-triba adolescentsdo not differ sgnificantly intermsof verba creetivity.
(i)  Non-tribal adolescentsexcel over tribal adolescentsintermsof verbal credtivity.
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