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ABSTRACT

The present study was carried out on 100
Hindu females to examine the difference due to
modernity, level of education and inhabitation
towards opinion to divorce amongst them. It was
hypothesized that (i) high and low modernity
groups of females would differ significantly in
terms of their opinions towards divorce. (ii) high
and low educated groups of females would differ
significantly in terms of their attitudes towards
divorce. (iii) urban/rural Hindu groups of females
Author would differ significantly intermsof their attitudes
. . towards divorce. For the purpose, the Hindu
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E-mail : priyanirlaya@gmail.com Divorce along with PDS and obtained data were
treated using t-test. The results supported the
hypotheses. It was found that high modernity
group, highly educated female group and rural
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perception of Hindu women towards divorce has
undergone significant transformation. Traditionaly,
divorcewasconsidered asocid taboo, especidly for
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women, asthey were expected to uphold the sanctity of marriageat al costs. But with theforcesof modernity,
education, and changing living conditions (rura vs. urban), Hindu women are now beginning toview divorce
through amorepracticd and individudigticlens.

The concept of divorcein Hindu society washistorically rare, asmarriage was viewed asasacred duty
rather than amere partnership. TheManusmriti and other ancient texts advocated for the submissiveness of
women, lifelong devotion to husbands, and restrictionson remarriage. VWWomen had limited agency in deciding
thefate of their marriages, and divorce was amost unthinkable. However, with the advent of legal reforms,
women’s education, economic independence, and exposure to global ideologies, Hindu women have started
guestioning oppressive marital practicesand asserting their right to dissolve unhappy or abusive marriages.

TheHindu MarriageAct of 1955, alandmark legidation, formally introduced the concept of legal
divorceamong Hindus, alowing both men and women to seek divorce under specific conditions. Over time,
with increased awarenessand empowerment, more women have started exercising their lega rights. But
attitudestoward divorce among Hindu women vary significantly based on three key factors: (i) Level of
Modernity — Traditional vs. progressive outlook (ii) Level of Education — Higher education correlating with
more liberal views and (iii) Place of Inhabitation — Urban vs. rural attitudes towards divorce

In traditional Hindu families, women are often socialized to believe that marriage is eternal, and a wife’s
duty isto enduredifficultiesfor the sake of family honor. Divorceis seen asafailure, and divorced women
oftenfacesodd stigma, financid difficulties, andfamilid rgection. Inmodern households, however, theemphas's
isshifting towardsindividual happiness, self-respect, and gender equality. Women with amodern outlook
believethat an unhappy or abusive marriage should not betolerated and that divorceisalegitimate means of
seeking persond fulfillment.

Urban Hinduwomen, particularly thosein metropolitan cities, have greater exposureto progressive
ideol ogiesthrough education, media, and professional spaces. They aremorelikely to view divorceasan
acceptable choiceif themarriageisunsatisfactory. In contrast, rural Hinduwomen still livein patriarchd family
structureswheresociad normsdiscouragedivorce. Evenif they experience domestic violenceor neglect, they
aremorelikely to stay in the marriage dueto socia pressure, economic dependence, and lack of support
systems. Modernity thus influences Hindu women’s perspectives on divorce, but its impact varies based on
education and place of inhabitation.

Education is one of the most powerful factors shaping women’s perceptions of divorce. Educated
women aremorelikely to beaware of their legal rights, demand equal treatment, and challenge oppressive
maritd traditions.

Women with higher education (college and above) are morelikely to view marriage asapartnership
rather than aduty. They ared so awvare of legal provisionssuch asthe Hindu MarriageAct (1955), Protection
of Women from Domestic ViolenceAct (2005), and maintenance laws, which allow them to seek legal
recoursein case of marital disputes. Educated women aremorelikely to prioritize personal well-being and
financid independenceover societal expectations. They arelessafraid of socid stigmaand morewillingto opt
for divorceif themarriageisunsatisfactory.

Womenwithlower level sof education (primary or no schooling) areoftenlessawareof their rightsand
morelikely to depend onfamily eldersor religiousbdiefsto makemarital decisons. Illiteracy or lack of formal
education often correlateswith greater acceptance of gender inequality. Women with limited education may
feel that divorceisshameful and that enduring an unhappy marriageispreferableto societa ostracization.
Thus, education empowers Hindu women by giving them thetool sto makeinformed decisions, includingthe
choiceto leavean unhappy marriage.

Theplaceof inhabitation playsacrucid rolein shaping attitudestowards divorceamong Hindu women.
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Whileurbanwomen enjoy greater freedomand lega support, rural women face higher socid resistanceand
economic dependence, making divorce amuch more chal lenging option. Urbanization hasled to greater
financid independence, exposureto diverselifestyles, and accessto support networks. Womenin citiesoften
work in professiona environmentswheregender equality ispromoted, making them morelikely to question
and regject oppressive marital norms. Urban Hindu women have accessto legal aid, counseling centers, and
women’s organizations that support their right to divorce. As a result, divorce is increasingly normalized in
urban settings.

Rura Hinduwomen, especidly thosein conservativecommunities, face severestigmaand socid excluson
if they seek adivorce. In many cases, divorced women struggleto find remarriage prospects and may be
ostracized by their families. Economic dependenceisanother mgor factor. Many rural women do not have
financial autonomy and fear losing their social security if they leavetheir husbands. In some cases, rural
women may experiencephysica threatsor coercion from family memberswho discouragedivorceto protect
“family honor.” Thus, the rural-urban divide plays a significant role in shaping Hindu women’s opinions on
divorce, with urban women embracing more progressive views and rural women facing greater soci etal
resrictions.

Theopinionsof Hindu women toward divorceareinfluenced by modernity, education, and inhabitation.
Whiletraditiond Hindu beliefsonce stigmatized divorceand emphasi zed lifd ong maritd commitment, changing
socid conditions, increasing literacy rates, and urbanization haveled to agradud shiftinattitudes. (i) Modernity
hasintroduced libera vaues, gender equdity, and lega empowerment, encouraging womento view divorce
asalegitimate option rather than ataboo. (ii) Education has given women the knowledge and confidenceto
assert their rights, prioritize self-respect, and demand equality inmarriageand (iii) Urbanization has provided
Hindu women with greater financial independence and accessto legal resources, making divorceamore
feasblechoicein cities, whilerura women continueto struggleagainst patriarchd constraints.

AsHindu soci ety continuesto evolve, it isessential to promote gender-sensitive policies, strengthen
legal protections, and provide socid support systemsto hel p women makeinformed decisionsabout marriage
and divorce. While progress has been made, thejourney toward true marital equality and freedom of choice
for Hinduwomenistill ongoing.

Review of Literature

Kapadia, K. M .5 (1958) highlighted that divorce wastraditionally unacceptablein Hindu society,
especialy for women. However, henoted that with theriseof industridization and modernity, womenin urban
areas began questioning oppressive marital norms. Hisresearch suggested that education and financial
independence play a crucial role in shaping women’s perspectives on divorce. Uberoi, P.1° (1993) found that
educated Hinduwomen, particularly in urban settings, were morelikely to support divorce asan option for
escaping an unhappy marriage. The study emphasized that women’s exposure to modern values through
education and employment led to amorelibera perspectiveon maritd dissolution. Desai, S., & Andrist, L.4
(2010) andyzed therelationshi p between education, age at marriage, and divorce acceptance among Hindu
women. It found that women with higher education and later marriagesweremorelikely to view marriage as
apartnership rather than an obligation. Asaresult, they weremore open to theideaof divorceif themarriage
failed. Chowdhry, P2 (2018) discussed how traditiona Hindu patriarchy discouraged divorce, makingit
difficult for women to leave unhappy marriages. However, shefound that modern lega reforms, feminist
movements, and increas ng education level shave he ped Hindu women assert their right to divorce. Rao, M 8
(2012) found that women’s education was a significant predictor of their stance on divorce. Highly educated
womenweremorelikely to assert their autonomy, challenge gender inequalities, and seek divorceif needed.
In contrast, womenwithlittleor no education often fet pressured to remain in unhappy marriagesdueto lack
of economic security. Agrawa, A.* (2008) focused on theimpact of urbanization on marital relationships
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among Hinduwomen. Thestudy found that urban women had greater accesstolegal resources, employment,
and socid support, making divorceamoreviable option compared to their rural counterparts, who still faced
severesocietd stigma. Bhatia, S., & Bhatia, A.? (2021) explored how rural Hindu women perceivedivorce
and found that socid normsand family honor continueto play adominant rolein discouraging divorce. Even
when women faced abuse, economic dependence and fear of socia rejection often forced themto stay in
their marriages. Patel, V.7 (2019) examined the influence of feminism and legal reforms on Hindu women’s
ability toseek divorce. Thestudy highlighted that education and awarenessof legd rightssignificantly impacted
women’s willingness to consider divorce as an option. Women who were familiar with the Hindu Marriage
Act (1955) and Protection of Women from Domestic ViolenceAct (2005) were more likely to stand up
against marital oppression. Sarkar, S.° (2015) focused on therole of economic independencein shaping
attitudestoward divorce. It found that women with stableincomesand careersweremoreconfident inleaving
unsatisfactory marriages, whereasfinancialy dependent women often feared financia ingtability and societal
backlash. Nanda, S.¢ (2022) examined how different generationsof Hindu women perceivedivorce. The
research found that older women generally viewed divorce negatively dueto traditional beliefs, whereas
younger, modern-educated women saw divorce asaright and an opportunity for abetter life. Thisshift was
especially evident in urban and semi-urban areas.

Itisclear that thereare shortage of studiesin context of variablesunder referenceespecially in context
of Bihar. Therefore, the study.

Objective
The study intended to examinethe opinion towards divorce of womenin context of modernity, level of
education and inhabitation.

Hypothesis

H, Highandlow modernity Hindu groupsof womanwould differ significantly intermsof their opinions
towardsdivorce.

H, Highandlow educated Hindu groups of women would differ significantly interms of their attitudes
towardsdivorce.

H, Urban/rura Hindu groupsof women would differ significantly in termsof their attitudestowards
divorce.

Method of Sudy

SampleUsed : The sample comprised of 100 Hindu females. They were sel ected using incidental -
cum-purposive sampling. Other than the conditionsrequired for theresearch, the samplewas matched so far
aspracticable.

Tools Used

1. A PDSwasused to collect the necessary information about the respondents.

2. Opinionnaire Towards Divorceby VijayaL axhmi was used to measure opinionstowards divorce of

femaesof Indian population.

Results

Table01: Showing acomparison of means between high and low modernity groupsof Hinduwomenin

termsof their opinion towardsdivorce

Modernity | N | Mean | SD |t-value|df | P

High 38 | 21.90 | 342
Low 62 | 2036 | 458 | 221 |98 <01

Itisclear from theresultstable-01 that mean on attitudetowardsdivorce of high modernity group of
Hindu females (Mean=21.90) islower (unfavourable) than the low modernity group of Hindu females
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(Mean=29.36). Thet-ratio obtained isfound significant (t = 9.21; df = 98; p<.01). Thus, hypothesisno. (01)

isretained. Low-modernity Hindu women often adheremoredtrictly totraditiond culturd normsand patriarcha

values, viewing marriage as sacred and divorce as taboo. Limited education, economic dependence, and

socid stigmafurther reinforcearigid, unfavorableattitudetoward divorce, unlike high-modernity womenwho

embraceindividual rightsand persond freedom.

Table02: Showing acomparison of means between Highly and Poorly educated groups of Hindu women
intermsof their opinion towardsdivorce

Levd of Education | N M ean SD | t-value | df P
High 55 | 22.67 | 3.96
Poor 45 | 2886 | 358 | o2 |98 <0l

Itisclear from theresultstable-02 that mean on attitude towards divorce of highly educated Hindu
females(Mean=22.67) islower than poorly educated Hindu females (M ean=28.86). Thet-ratio obtained is
found significant (t=825; df=98; p<.01). Thus, hypothesisno. (02) isretained. Poorly educated Hindu women
oftenlack exposuretoliberal vaues, gender equality, andlegal rights, leading torigid, traditiond beliefsabout
marriage. They may perceivedivorceasshameful or immora dueto societal conditioning. In contrast, highly
educated women aremoreaware, independent, and accepting of diversemarital outcomes, including divorce.
Table03: Showing acomparison of means between Urban and Rural groups of Hindu womenintermsof

their opiniontowardsdivorce
Inhabitation | N | Mean | SD | t-value | df | P
Urban 50 | 26.82 | 3.88
Rural 50 | 2047 | 375 | o0 |98 <01

Itisclear from theresultstable-03 that mean on attitude towards divorce of urban Hindu females
(Mean=26.82) ishigher than rural Hindu females(Mean=20.47). Thet-ratio obtained isfound significant
(t=8.36; df=98; p<.01). Thus, hypothesisno. (03) isretained. Rurd Hinduwomentypicaly livein conservative,
close-knit communitieswheretraditiond va uesdominate, and divorceisheavily sigmatized. Limited education,
economic dependence, and fear of socia exclusion contributeto their unfavorabl e attitudes. In contrast,
urban women are more exposed to progressiveideas, |egal awvareness, and supportive networks, fostering
acceptance of divorce.

CONCLUSION

(1)  Hindufemalespossessing high modernity manifest favourabl eattitudetowardsdivorce ascompared to
Hindu female bel onging tolow modernity group.

(i)  Highly educated Hindu females manifest poor attitude towards divorce than poorly educated Hindu
women.

(i) UrbanHinduwomen manifest favourable attitudetowards divorcethan rura Hindu female.
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