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ABSTRACT

NEP 2020 isthefirst education policy of 21%
ORIGINAL ARTICLE century which proposed various reforms in
education including higher education. It has been
hailed as a transformative framework for India’s
education system. The main goal of this policy is
to provide high quality education to all and make
India a global superpower as it used to be in
ancient time “Viswa Guru”. It has a forward
looking vision for India’s higher education system.
The education system must aim to provide good
guality education so that thoughtful and creative
individuals and true global citizen. The policy
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Versha Rani rather than focusing on knowledge only, the
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the students. It is providing the choice to opt and
study the subjects of their owninterest and respect
towards al so devel op the ethical and moral values
congtitutional values. India is always a global
teacher “jagat guru”.
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x INTRODUCTION

Education system playsanimportant rolein the
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awell informed population but it aso stimulates
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The famous statement of “Nelson Mandela” is displayed

“Destroying any nation does not require the use of atomic bombs or the use of long range missiles.
It only requires lowering the quality of education and allowing cheating in the examinations by the
students.”

Indiahasintroduced the new education eraNationd Education Policy (NEP-2020) inthegod 4 of the
2030 agenda for sustainable development adopted by India in 2015 “ ensure inclusive and equitable quality
education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all” by 2030. The education system of India is
reconfigured to support and foster learning for thefulfillment of god 4 agenda 2030 sustai nable devel opment
[1]. Thispolicy representsagresat shift inthe educationa eraof our country. Itsaim isdemand of 21% century
inclusive holigtic and flexible education system tofulfill the needs of society. The NEP2020isdesignedina
such manner to devel op thecritica thinking, crestivity, innovationin thestudents.

Historical Background of Education in India

Inancient time, Indiahas been centreof learning. A number of scholarsfrom thevariousreigionsand
countrieshavecometo Indiato attain knowledge. Theeducation system wasfocused mord, physicd, spiritud,
intellectud, aspectsof human beings. It refl ectsthe va ues such ashumanity, truthful ness, respect and honesty
for al. People were taught to appreciate the bal ance between the human being and nature. The Vedas,
Purans, Upnishadswerethe main sources of education. Onthat time Gurkulas/Ashrams, Ghatikas, Agraharas,
Math and Templesweretheimportant education centresin India. Teacherswere called as Guru and students
werecalled as Sishya. Lopamudra, Maitreya, Vishambhara, Apala, Aryabhat, Patanjali, Chakrapani, Susutra,
Gautum, Pingaa,Nagarjunwereagreat contributorsto globd invariousfie dssuch that mathematics, medicine,
astronomy, yoga, surgeries, architectures, engineering and more. theancient education systemfocused onal
around devel opment of the students.

Inancient India, therewere notable universities Na anda, Takshashila, Vikramashila, and Odantapur
universitiesinwhich avariety of subjectsincluding philosophy, medicine, astronomy, and mathematics. They
wereattracted alot of studentsnot only from distanced place of Indiabut acrosstheworld. TheTakshashila
university wasknown for its higher education and various subjects such asscriptures, law, medicine, military
science, elghteen shilpas/artswereincluded inits curriculum. Nalandauniversity was aprominent centre of
learning. The courses offered by university covered awide range such as studentswho were studying Vedas
weredso getting trained in fine arts, medicine, mathemetics, astronomy, politicsetc. Theadmission procedure
wasnot so Smple. Theentranceand digibilitiesteststhat assessed the previousknowledge of the scholarwere
inpracticethat century [2]. Nalandaand Takshashilauniversitieshavebeen declared heritage sitesby United
Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) [3]. Thelndiaof by goneerasinn
what servesasasource of motivationin moderntimesand isthefoundation of the New Education Policy.

After theindependencefirst nationa education policy 1968, based on therecommendation of Kothari
Commission wasannounced by the former prime minister Mrs. IndiraGandhi. It was called radical and
restructuring for fulfilling the compul sory education for al children up to age 14. In 1986, new education
policy wasintroduced whichisspecidly focusontheremova of disparitiesand equalization of education for
al people (women, schedul etribes, schedule castescommunities). It waschild centered gpproach and launched
the operation Backboard for improving primary education. Thiseducation policy wasmodified in 1992 by the
former government. Various common competition examinationsat the sate/nationd levelsJEE, AIEEE, SLEEE
wereincludedinthispolicy. Later on many policieswere announced and implemented to meet the need of
changing society [4].

New Education Policy 2020

Onthebas sof thereport submitted by the committeeunder former cabinet secretary T.S.R. Subramaniam
the panel led by former chief of ISRO KrishnaK asturiragan submitted the draft of new education policy in
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2019 whichisreleased by ministry of human resource devel opment. Thecurrent PrimeMinister Mr. Narendra
Modi announced the new education policy which isapproved by cabinet on 29" July 2020. NEP 2020 isthe
mass vetransformati on of education sysemthat isdirectly contributesto making new Indiaaglobd superpower,
by providing high quality educationto al. The NEP 2020 aimsto revive and regj uvenate the old education
system of India. NEP 2020 serves asaroadmap for transferring the Indian education systemwith astrong
emphasison promoting research andinnovation[5].
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Themain objectivesof NEP 2020 are:
To bring ahed thy changein the education system and makeit accessibleto all.
Toincul cate va ues, knowledge, scienceto research and innovation fromvillageto globe.

To strengthen the Study in India—Stay in India with more inclusive, equitable and rooted in Indian
culture,

Todeveopthecritica thinking, scientific goproach and createalink between the passion and profession.
To providetheholistic temper and futuristic framework.

To encourageinterdisciplinary studiesand research.

To establish research clusters, research collaborationsand researchintensive universities.

To promotetransparency and integrity inresearch.

Thefollowing key features of NEP 2020 areto be focused:

Opentoall: InNEP 2020 graduation courses multipleentry and exit system hasbeen gpplied according

tothisprovisionthree or four year graduation programme. Student can leavethe programmeat any

level andthey will find their degree, diplomaor certificate accordingly. Itsaimto providetheequal

opportunities to all such that disabled, girls, and transgender students. It’s includes the achievement of

gender equdity by making strategiesto empower women. A various scholarshipsand financid aidsfor

are provided economically disadvantaged groups. It providesthe free and compul sory educationto
studentswith the age group 3-18.

Qualitative Education: Itsaim to provide the quality education. Quality education helpsto socid,
emotional, mental, physical, and cognitive devel opment of each student. It gives every child the
opportunity tothrive.

Multidisciplinary L ear ning: Theingtitutionsinancient Indian like Takshila, Nalandaand Vikramshila
werevery popular and werewel | known for their multidisciplinary approach to teaching and research.
Scholarsfrom other countriesal so refer to bethe part of such institutions. The NEP 2020 encourages
studentsto pursueinterdisciplinary studiesalowing themto combinedifferent streamsfor examples
they can choose subject of humanitiestogether with science subjects. Thepolicy isinspired fromthe
ancient system that was a so focused on holisticand multidisciplinary learning.

Focuson Quality and Resear ch: Thepolicy focuseson achieving exceptional quality and promotes
research andinnovation. It hasbeen shifted the old mindset of |earning to the conceptua understanding
and critical thinking. The NEP 2020 isfocusing on quaity and research that meansitisprioritizingwell
designed studiesthat useful in devel oping meaningful knowledgein scholars. Itamsto cresteaconductive
environment for research and innovation in higher education. Thatswhy policy hasemphasized on
increased funding for research acrossall disciplines. It will beregulated by board of Governorsfrom
variousfields. Increased funding will a so promotetal ented scholarstowardsresearch which will
automatically promotehigh quality research. NEP 2020 al so aimsto strengthen research infrastructure
by establishing research clusters, promoting research collaborations and research intensive universities.
Nalandaand Takshilamissionisworking to promotequdity in higher education. Nalandamissonams
to establish 100 research based and 500 high qudity universitiesby 2030. Takshilamissonisestablished
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to promoteone high quality established to promote one high quality residential institutein each Indian
digtrict[6].

» Digital Integration: NEP 2020 emphasizestheimportance of technol ogy in education to enhance
teaching learning experiences. It isfocused on such education systemwhichistechnol ogy enabled and
aiming to prepare studentsfor the challenges and opportunities of thismodern digital age. National
Educational Technology Forum (NETF) isaproposed platform in NEP-20 whichwill facilitatethe
exchange of ideason digitaization and onlineeducation. SWAYAM and DIK SHA areonlinelearning
platform that are providing high quaity educational resources and online courses.

» Sudent Centric L earning: Thepolicy focuseson student centric learning. It shiftsthe education
systemto critical thinking, anaysissynthesisand problem solving abilitiesin students. It encouragesthe
studentstaking responsibility for their education from rotelearning to amore dynamic, value-driven
approach.

»  Enrichment of Culture TheNEP2020ispromating vernacular languagein education. For thispurpose
the establishment of Indian Institute of Trandation and Interpatation (11 T1) hasbeen proposedinthis
education policy. Sanskritisindudedinmain streamin higher educationiningitutes. Itisdearly mentioned
inthe policy that Indialanguageswill be added in criteriaof opportunities of employment.

»  Globalization of Education: NEP2020 supportstheinternationaization of Education. Itisinfavor of
creating opportunitiesfor those who areinterested in being educated india. The policy encourages
internationa collaborationsinthefield of research and education. Having high quaity IndianUniversities
are encouraged to open their campusesin other countries. In the same manner thefacilitieswill be
provided tothetop universitiesof worldin India. Theultimate goa of NEP 2020 to make Indiaglobal
study destination by the transforming higher education institutions (HEIS) into large multidisciplinary
universities, colleges and knowledge hubs. The policy aimsto increasethe grossenrolment ratio in
higher education should go up from 26.3% (as of 2018) to 50 % by 2035.

»  Traditional Education: Inancient IndiaNa anda, Takshila, VikramshilaValabhi arerenowned indtitutes
that has great legacy of knowledgeand research in variousfield.Indiapossesses an extensive heritage
of ancient knowledge and thought whichistheguiding principleof theNEP (2020) [ 7]. Indian education
system has been devel oped great scholar who contributed in variousfields of knowledge and their
contributionisof globa significance. NEP believesthat the valuable contributionsof Indian scholars
must be conserved for future generationsthrough the educational system. Thereforethepolicy has
proposed avariety of subjectsother than routine subjects such asva ue addition and skill devel opment.

CONCLUSION

In ancient India, the education was planned and standardized on the basis of globally accepted ideas
and practices. In vedic and buddhist period the gurukul aswere the centres of learning and theaim of education
wasspiritual, moral, cognitive, philosophical, vocationa and scientific development of learner. Then Indian
education system produced greet scholarssuch as Bhaskaracharya, Bhahmgupt, Chakrgpani, Panini, Nagarjuna,
Gautama, Sankardev, Thiruva luvar,Charka,Sushrut,Matreyi,Gargi, Aryabhatta, Chanakyaand Patanjali who
made seminal Indian culture and Phol asophy had asignificant impact on rest of world. Educationd systemin
Indiahas devel oped as per demand of time. The NEP 2020 is going to mark an epoch of development in
Indian education.
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