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ABSTRACT

Chhattisgarh, is often referred to as the
“Herbal State” of India, which is rich in forest
resources and provide a wide variety of Minor
Forest Produce (MFP). These are non-timber
forest products (NTFPs) that include items like
tendu leaves, sal seed, lac, tamarind, mahua, honey,
chironji, and medicinal herbs. Where, In
Chhattisgarh, over 44% of the state’s geographical
areaisunder forest cover, and a significant portion
of itspopulation, particularly tribal communities,
are engaged in the collection and processing of
MFP. Recognizing, the importance of these
resources, from socio-economic point of view, the
Government has implemented various schemesto
ensure fair prices, value addition, and marketing
support for collectors. Thispaper tellsabout Minor
Forest Produce, and market condition MFP in
Chhattisgarh. By studying this paper it is known
what are the challenges faced by Chhattisgarh
minor forest produce and what arethe oppurtunity
and Government schemes to overcome it.
KEY WORDS

MFPs, Sustainable Development, Value
Addition, Minimum Support Price, TRIFRED, Van
Dhan Yojana.

INTRODUCTION

Minor Forest Produce (M FP): Minor Forest
Produce (MFP) means the produce/product from
variousforest plants& speciesintheform of fruits,
seeds, leaves, barks, roots, flowersand grassesetc.,
whichincludeentire plant of medicina herbs/shrubs.
It refersto non-timber forest products (N TFPs) that
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people. Unliketimber, whichinvolves cutting trees,
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MFPsincludedl other forest productsthat are collected without harming the forest ecosystem.

Theforest of Chhattisgarh are very rich in these MFP. There are many M FP species of commercial
importanceinthe state. These produceare used by rural communities as medicine, food supplementsand
moreover, therural communitiesearn substantia incomeespecially during non-agricul ture season through the
collection and sale of these produce. Currently, tradein specified MFPis organized and controlled by the
Chhattisgarh State Minor Forest Produce (T & D) Co-operative Federation through threetier Co-operative
bodies of MFP pluckers.
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(Source: https://trifed.tribal .gov.in/non/timber/msp-mfp)
Review of Literature

Haresh Kumar Giri, (2024) “Prospects And Challenges Of Minor Forest Produce In Jharkhand: A
Critical Review” the study shows what are the major problems faced by the Minor Forest Produce, in Vedant
forest of Jnarkhand.

Misra, K. K. and Siviah, N. Venkata (2019), “Minor Forest Produce and the Problem of its
Ownership by the Gram Sabhain the Scheduled Areas of AndhraPradesh” Inthispaper theauthor, investigates
therole of the Gram Panchayats and Gram Sabhain managing minor forest produce (M FP) under the PESA
ActinAndhraPradesh. Which focuson asample of 27 Gram Panchayats, the study explains the ownership
and collection processesof M FP, highlighting theeconomic reliance of tribal communities. It examinesissues
whichisestablishesin empowering Gram Sabhas, the dependency of householdson MFP, and variationsin
collection and sale, while suggesting improvements based on local community insights. Theresearch al'so
assessestheimplementation of the PESA Act'sprovisionsfor triba ownership of forest resources.

Pinki Maurya, “Issues Related to the Management of Minor Forest Produce and Possible Solutions”
thisstudy, clearly and deeply definesabout thetriba peopleandtriba areas, according to congtitution of India
and had highlighted several issuesrelated to the management of minor forest producelikeissuesrelatedto
collection, procurement, processing and marketing etc. al so, this paper discussabout variousinitiativestaken
by Government to deal with theseissuesat variouslevels. Some of the stateslike M P have prepared the
roadmap to utilize and protect the minor forest producein thelarger interest of community and environment.

Sekar, C.; Vinayarai, R.S. & Ramasamy, C. (1996), “ Role of minor forest products in tribal
economy of india: a case study”, this study examines the role of minor forest products (MFPs) in the tribal
economy of Indig, focusngontheAdi Dravidar community in Tamil Nadu. Conducted by the Forest College
and Research Ingtitute, M ettupa ayam, and theAgricultural Collegeand Research Ingtitute, Madural, it finds
83% of tribals collect MFPsfor 8-10 hoursdaily, earning Rs. 11,180 annually per three-member househol d.
Amlaleadsrevenueat Rs. 24.57 |akhs, followed by broom grass and tree moss. Two i nefficient marketing
channelsdueto monopsony areidentified, with suggestionsfor improvement.
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Objective of the Sudy

1.
2.
3.

Toidentify ,Government initiativesand support.
To study the Trade practi ces, value chain and pricing pattern of MFPs.
Toidentify thechalenges & opportunitiesfor market devel opment.

Research Methodology

The study isbased on secondary data. The materia swere collected from Government Reports of

CGMFPFED and TRIFED variousjournas, newspapersand relevant websites have been consulted in order
to makethestudy an effectiveone.

Limitations of the Study

1
2.
3.

4.

5.

Based on only secondary data.
Mfpisfoundin many states of the country, but for study, only Chhattisgarh state has been sel ected.

Government runs many schemesto develope MFP but in this study only two schemes have been
selected.

Government hastaken severa initiativesbut paper showsonly four initiatives.
Out of 67 MFP data hasbeen shown for only 14 MFPs and even that isfor year for 2024-25.

Challenges of Minor Forest Produce Market of Chhattisgarh Sate

1.

Weak MarketsLink: Thischalengeof MFPmarket isvery crucia, asthe collectorsof MFPs, do

not haveany direct link with the customers, they lack market information, and havelimited accessto

pricetrendsand demand making it difficult for collectorsto negotiatefair pricesfor their produce.

L ack of Infrastructure: Another challengefacedis, lack of proper infrastructure, Insufficient storage
facilities, trangportation networks, and processing infrastructure effectsthe marketing of MFPs, which

lead to losses dueto spoilage or damage.

Exploitation by Traders: Itisaso, amain chalenge, whichisfaced by the, Indigenous collectors,

who are often the primary gatherers of MFPs. The tradersand the middle man purchases the product

at very low cost, and sdll them at higher cost in market. This, reducestheincome of the collectorsand

underminesther livelihoods

L ack of ValueAddition Skill: Valueadditionin MFPrefersto enhancing thequality, processing, or
packaging of productswhich could increasethe profitability of tribal gatherersand communities. But

unfortunately, thegathererslack thisskillswhich again makeit abig chdlenge.

Competition from Cheaper Alternatives: Asour market isvery broad, and there are numbers of

brandsand companiessdlling variety of products, at chegper priceand qudity, increes mg thecompetition.

Theavailability of cheaper, non-indigenousdternatives can diminish thedemand for MFPs.

Oppurtunities/ Suggestions for Market Deviopement of MFP

1.

Exploring e-marketing Platfor ms. Exploring e-marketing platformsinvolveutilising, variousdigita
platformsto connect with gatherers and buyers. or €l se, we can educate and train the pickers and
gatherershow to utilisethedigita platformsfor marketing so that they can boost their livelihood and the
vaueof MFPs. hiscaninclude platformslike online marketpl aces, e-commercesites, and socid media
for marketing, product promotion, and sales.

Promoting Organic Certification: Promoting organic certification for Minor forest produce may
havevariousbenefitsfor sustainable forests management and its conservation. Also, improving the
livelihood of forest dependent communities.

Establishing ProcessUnitsnear Forest Area: Establishing proper processing unitsnear forest will
help the gatherersin many ways. It will increasetheinfrastructure, with proper equipped machinery
and other facilitiesfor processing. making it more convenient. And making it effective and efficient.
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Encouraging PPP M odd: PPP-Mode standsfor Public-Private Partnership modd. Leveragesprivate
sector expertisefor processing and marketing whilerelying on Government support for infrastructure
and enabling environment. This approach will help the tribal’s to increase there efficiency and making
their work effective.

Government Schemes and I nitiatives for MFPS

1.

Van Dhan Yojana:- Pradhan Mantri Van Dhan Yojana(PMVDY) or Van DhanVikasYojana(VDVY)
isaschemelaunched by theMinistry of Triba Affairs, Government of India, withtheamtoimprovethe
livelihood of tribal communitiesin India. This, schemefocuses on devel oping va uechainsfor forest-
based products and enhancing theincome of tribal communities by providing themwith skill training
and capacity building. Under the Van Dhan Vikas Yojana, tribal communities aretaught to makea
group and start their own processing unit to increasetheir values. These clustersare provided with
necessary infradtructure, such astool sand equi pment, and trainingin va ueaddition and entrepreneurship.
The schemea so providesmarket linkagesto thetribal communitiesfor their productsthrough various
channels, including online platforms. In Chhattishgarh thereare 2,085 Van Dhan Vikas Kendras
operating under the Pradhan Mantri Van Dhan VikasYojana, which bare structured into 31 clustersor
digtricts, Wherethereare 41,700 gatherersand pluckersin Chhattisgarh are employesas per the latest
availabledataof march 2022.
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FORM 20 MEMBERS TRAINING VALUE ADDITION EQUIPMENT STORAGE & LOGISTICS BRANDING &
SELF HELP GROUPS MARKETING

(Source: https://trifed.tribal.gov.in/pmvdy)
MSP for MFP: MSP standsfor Minimum Support Price, , apolicy of the Indian Government to
support farmersand the gatherersby setting aguaranteed minimum pricefor certain agriculturd products
. Thisscheme ensuresthat farmerswill not, suffer lossesdueto market fluctuationsand canrely ona
minimumincomefromtheir harvest. Thisschemeisstarted by theMinistry of Tribal Affairs(MoTA)
Government of India, in 2013-14. Theprimary objectiveof thisschemeistoensure fair and remunerdive
prices for MFPgatherers, thereby improving their livelihood and economic security,

MoTA hasannounced following M FPscollected in Chhattisgar h, purchased under M SPscheme

Year 2024-25 (Ason 31.12.2024)

S. Name of MFP Estimated Actual Collected Expenditure
No. Quantity Quantity (Rs. in crores)
(in quintals) (in quintals)

1 Bael Guda (Dry) 1,200 2.70 0.0007
2 Baheda Kachariya 5,000 5.95 0.0012
3 |Chironji Guthli (Dry) 30,500 895.07 2.9213
4 Harra Kachariya 5,000 215.185 0.0538
5 Honey 1,400 278.34 0.8449
6 Kaju Guthli (Dry) 8,500 80.33 0.0840
7 Kalmegh / Bhuineem (Dry) 800 40.00 0.0140
8 Kusumi Chhili Lac (Dry) 500 6.642 0.0199
9 Mahua Phool (Dry) 52,000 521.453 0.1564
10 Mahua Seed 1,700 164.47 0.0520
11 Mahul Patta 1,150 1.57 0.0002
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12 Nagarmotha (Dry) 1,100 5.40 0.0016
13 |Saal Seed (Dry) 1,60,000 2,333.74 0.4200
14 'Shikakai Phalli (Dry) 50 1.50 0.0008

(Source: https:/imww.cgmfpfed.org/new/msp_scheme.php)

Itiatives Taken by the Govt. For MFP

1.

TRIFED: The Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India (TRIFED) was
established in 1987, under the Multi-State Cooperative SocietiesAct, 1984. Thisbody worksfor the
social and economic development of thetribal people of the country. with the aim of bringing about
socio-economic development of tribal’s of the country by establishing the trade of Minor Forest Produce
(MFP) collected/ cultivated by them.

CGMFPFED CO.: The Chhattisgarh State Minor Forest Produce (Trading & Devel opment) Co-

operative Federation Limited (CGM FPFED) isakey organi zationin Chhattisgarh, India, dedicated to

thetrading and devel opment of minor forest produce (MFP) such astendu leaves, sal seeds, harra,

gum, and various medicind herbs. Established under the Chhattisgarh Co-operative SocietiesAct, the

federation functionsasan gpex body with the primary aim of improving the socio-economic conditions

of forest-dependent communities, particularly triba popul ations. Headquarteredin Raipur, CGMFPFED

operatesthrough astructured three-tier cooperative system comprising village-level Primary Forest

Produce Co-operative Societiesfor collection, District Unionsfor coordination, and the State Federation

for overal management, marketing, and policy implementation. The organization playsavita rolein

empowering local communitiesby generating income opportunitiesthrough M FP collection, offering

bonuses and incentives—especially to tendu leaf collectors—and supporting Self-Help Groups (SHGS)

to encourage coll ective economic ventures and entrepreneurship. It dso emphas zessustainableforest

management and skill development, making it insrumentd inenhancing bath theliveihoodsand capacities

of forest dwellers.

Forest Right Act (2006): TheForest RightsAct, Indiaor the Scheduled Tribesand Other Traditional
Forest Dwellers(Recognition of Forest Rights) Act isa so known by other namesliketheTriba Rights
Act or the Tribal Land Act. It deals with the rights of the communities that dwell in the forests

(including Scheduled Tribes), over land and other resources, which have been denied to them over the
yearsbecause of the continuation of forest lawsfrom the colonid erain the country.

PESAACT 1996: ThePanchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996, commonly known as
the PESA Act, isalandmark legidationin Indiaaimed at empowering triba communitiesin Scheduled
Areas by extending the provisionsof the 73rd Congtitutional Amendment (rel ated to Panchayati Rgj
institutions) to these regions, with specific adaptationsto protect triba rightsand culture. The PESA
Act wascreated to givemore power to tribal communities, especidly in villageslocated in Scheduled
Areas, by allowing them to managetheir own resources, protect their culture, and govern themselves.
Thelaw ensuresthat these communitieshave control over their land, forests, water, and minor forest
produce, hel ping to prevent their exploitation and promotefair devel opment. It appliesto ten statesin
Indiathat havetribal-dominated regions, including Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, and Maharashtra. TheAct
isbased onArticle 243M of the Constitution, which allows specia rulesfor tribal aress, different from
regular villagegovernance. Itsmain god sareto strengthen Gram Sabhas (village council s), protect tribal
rights, support sustainableuse of natura resources, and preservetraditiond customsandwaysof life.

CONCLUSION

The Chhattisgarh Government has significantly boosted the devel opment of Minor Forest Produce

(MFP), making it akey tool for empoweringtribal communitiesand supporting rural economies. Through
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programslikethe Minimum Support Price (M SP) scheme, Van DhanVikasKendras(VDVKs), and astrong
procurement and marketing system under CGMFPFED, the state ensuresfair prices, addsva ueto products,
and creates sustainablejobs, especidly for women.

By including more MFPsin the M SP scheme, supporting Self-Help Groups (SHGs), and building

processing facilities, the Government has created astrong system that upliftstribal livelihoodsand protects
forests. MFP-rel ated incomehas grown from 1 250 croreto over 1 1,200 crore, showing the success of these
efforts. Moving forward, continued innovation, skill training, and better market connectionsareessentid for
long-term success and prosperity for Chhattisgarh’s forest communities.
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