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ABSTRACT

Theperiod of adolescenceismarked by strom
and stress. Most of the adolescent behaviour is
influenced by the family, teachers, peers and
environmental conditions. The present study is
aimed at studying the social maturity of
adolescentsin scheduled tribesand non-tribesand
also the grade and gender differences. The study
was conducted over a sample of 240 adolescents
studying 8th, 9th and 10th standards. Fromtribes,
one hundred and twenty (60 boysand 60 girls) and
from non-tribes 120 (60 boys + 60 girls) were
included in the sample. Rao’s social maturity scale
was used to measure social maturity. The results
reported that no significant difference was found
between social maturity of tribal and non-tribal
adolescents. Sgnificant differences were noticed
between thetribesand non-tribesin the dimensions
of interpersonal adequacy and social adeguacy.
No grade and gender differences were observed
in the social maturity of adolescents of scheduled
tribes and non-tribes.
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INTRODUCTION

The concept of socia maturity whichisused
synonymous with socialization is evolved as an
integrated model of biological, psychological and
sociological rethinking. At thebiological context, the
aspect of maturity iscons dered asan end product of
growth and isspecifically marked by the capacity for
urvivd.

Impact Factor 3
SJIF (2025): 8.019



SushmitaGhoshd

ISSN : 2581-6018 (E), 25821792 (P)| s HODH SAMAGAM Page No. 643 - 646

Year-08, Volume-08, |ssue-02

Speaking from a sociological point of view, person defines maturity as “Attributes that lead to the
surviva of thesocid system. Maturity thus assumestheroleof an end product of socialization and isonethat
determining how anindividua should shapetothesocietd requirements.

Socia maturity impliesonthe one hand, well devel oped awareness, deep and clear understanding of
thesocid heritageand appreciation of thevaueof socia cautions, mannersand moreof therulesthat govern
socia behaviour of therightsof othersand of hisown responsibilitiesasamember of asocial group. He
understandsthefull import of asocia organizationinwhich helivesthedesirability of rulesand lawsto govern
group behaviour andthe overall objective and purpose of thesocia structure. Secondly, he devel opspattern
of behaviour, habits, attitudes mannersand skillswhichwill help himtofitinto group living and contributeto
thewelfareof the group.

Thefactorswhich influencesocia maturity are home and school environments, soci o-economic status,
family-g ze, education and occupation, urbani zation, moderni zation and intel ligence.

Theliterature reported so far indicated Influence of ethnic group in personal and socia adequacy,
interpersonal interactions, parentsand friends, grade and gender on socia maturity of adolescents (Allen et
a., Markstrom, 1987; Hinde, 1979; Sadkar and Sadkar, 1996; Arora& Meenakshi Sinha, 1995; Bracken
and Michelle 1995; Siperstein and Unitch, 1997; VeeraMadhuri, 2003).

Today most of the young adol escents are influenced by thewestern culture and also by their peers.
Though therearenumber of studiesbut alittleinformationisavailable on scheduled tribes. Hence, the present
investigation isdesigned with thefollowing objectives.

1. Tostudythesocia maturity of adolescentsin scheduled tribesand non-tribes.
2. Toknow thegradedifferencesin socia maturity of adolescents.
3. Tofind out the gender differences.

METHOD
Sample

The sample comprised of 240 students, 120 tribal and 120 non-tribal children studying 8th, Sthand
10th grades. From each grade 40 children (20 boys and 20 girls) were selected from both the tribes and non-
tribes40 x 3 x 2 =240 by using gtratified random sampling technique.
Tool

Thetool used inthe present study was social maturity scale devel oped by Rao, 1986 to measurethe
socia maturity of theadolescents. Thescalecongstsof ninety itesm with nine sub-scales. Thethreedimensions
of socia maturity are personal adequacy, interpersonal adequacy and social adequacy.
Adminigration

Thescaewasadministered totherespondentsingroupsintheregular dassroom stuation. Theingructions
wereprovided inthefirst page of the scale booklet which aresdlf explanatory. The answerswererecorded by
the respondents on the scale protocol. For scoring, the pointson theinterval swere subsequently scored 4, 3,
2 and 1for all the postiveitemsand the negativeitemswere scored inthereverse order.

The datawas collected from all the 240 respondents and then the datawas pooled and tabul ated by
using the statistical techniques such as mean, SD and ‘t’ test.

Results and Discussion

Themean scores of adol escents of non-tribes (N=120) are 234.83 and tribes (N = 120) are 233.57
respectively. The “t’ value (0.02) indicated that there was no significant difference. Both the groups of
adolescentsmore or lesshave similar scores. Thereason for thismay be because of thesimilar exposureand
environment intheir schools. Another reason may be much of the adol escents behaviour isinfluenced by the
peersin theschool and the opportunitiesprovided are the samein both these groups.
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Tablel: Mean, SD and ‘t” values of Various Dimensions of Social Maturity of Adolescents in Scheduled

Tribesand Non-tribes
Sr. Tribe(N=120) | Non-Tribes | 't' Value
No. Dimensions Mean | SD | Mean | SD
1. | Persona adequacy 7183 | 859 | 71.75 | 868 | 0.07NS
2. | Interpersonal adequacy | 81.08 | 6.99 | 78.08 | 8.48 3.06*
3. | Socia adequacy 8158 | 6.77 | 84.92 | 7.66 3.63*

The results presented in Table 1 indicated the mean, SD and ‘t’ values of various dimensions of social
maturity of adolescentsin both tribes and non-tribes. Regarding the personal adequacy of tribal adol escents,
themean scoreis 71.83 and for non-tribal adolescents, themean scoreis 71.75. For thedimensioninterpersona
adequacy the mean scorefor tribal adolescentsis81.08 and for non-tribesis 78.08. The dimension social
adequacy, themean scorefor tribal adol escentsis81.58 and for non-tribal sis84.92. Significant differences
werefoundinthedimensionsof interpersona adequacy and socia adequacy at 0.05 level. Thereasonfor the
higher interpersonal adequacy isthat thetriba adolescentslife styl eisinfluenced by thehostel environment, as
peer play the major socializing agents than compared to the parents. Whereasthe non-tribal adolescents
socia adequacy isinfluenced by the peers, sibling and parentsat homeand aswell asthe neighbours. Inthe
samefashion when themean scoresfor thedimens on of socia adequacy are compared non-tribal adol escent
scoreishigher than thetribal adolescents. Thereason for thesignificant differenceisthat thetribal and non-
tribal living environment isdifferent. Much of the non-tribal adolescentssocia behaviour isruled out and
influenced by the parents. Thiswas supported by Huston (1983) as parentsplay akey rolein socidizing the
behaviour pattern of their children. The opportunitiesthat non-tribes get through their parentslike attending
parties, going to weekends and outings etc., are more likely to act in acquiring social adegquacy and socia
behaviour of thenon-tribal adolescents.

Table2: Mean, SD and ‘t” values of Social Maturity of Adolescents in Scheduled Tribes and Non-Tribes
by Grade
Sr. | Grade | N Tribe Non-Tribes 't
No. Mean | SD | Mean | SD Value
1 gh 40 | 233.00 | 10.70 | 23450 | 16.73 | 1.81 NS
2. g 40 | 233.25 | 15.63 | 235,50 | 13.03 | 2.61*
3. 10" | 40 | 236.75 | 13.76 | 235.25 | 16.35 | 1.70NS

Table 3: Mean, SD and ‘t” values of Social Maturity of Adolescent Boys and Girls in Scheduled Tribes

and Non-Tribes
Sr. Grade N Boys Girls 't'
No. M ean SD Mean SD Value
. | Tribes 60 | 230.51 | 27.74 | 230.56 | 30.71 | 0.03NS
2. | Non=Tribles | 60 | 233.61 | 4443 | 228.14 | 30.51 | 1.56 NS

t=0.67 NS t=0.47 NS

Theresultspresented in the Table 2 showsthat, there exists asignificant difference among the 9th
gradersof tribesand non-tribesat <0.05 level. It isnoticed that in both the groups asthe gradeincreasesthe
mean scores of social maturity isfound to be increased. Thisis because asthe child attains the age he
undergoesradical and startling changesand it isnatura that hissocia devel opment should also undergo some
change and it is effected by variousfactors such asinterests, needs, feeling of insecurity, values, attitudes,
regoonsbilitiesview point etc., when the mean scoresare compared within thegroups, no significant difference
wasfound. Thereasonisparent and peer influenceswere onceagainis strong opposition to each other and
probably becausetheincreased conformity of adolescentsto the socia behaviour of peer ismuch stronger at
thisgradelevel than at any other.
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Look into the gender wise differences the ‘t” values indicated that there was no significant difference
between boysand girlswithtribal and non-tribal adolescents. It could be seen from theresultsthat the non-
triba adolescent boys got high scorein social maturity when compared to thetribal boysbut in the case of
girlsreversetrendisobserved. Triba girlsseemsto have high scorein sociad maturity when compared tothe
non-triba adolescent girls. Inthe non-triba group boysarefound to behighin social maturity than the non-
triba girls. Thoughtherearedifferencesintheir mean scoresno significant differencewasobtained. Thiswas
supported by Markstrom (1987).

CONCLUSION

1. Nosgnificant differencesarefound inthesocial maturity scoresof triba and non-tribal adolescents.
2. Significant differences are observed in thetribal and non-tribal adolescentsin the dimensions of
interpersonal adequacy and social adequacy.
3. Nosgnificant gradeand gender differencesare noticed.
Thesocia behaviour of adolescentsasmany psychol ogists say isinfluenced by peersintheschools. As
schoolsformtherole of secondary socidizing agentsafter thefamily they should promote hel p and encourage

the adol escentsfor devel opment of good social maturity by conducting orientation programmes. These
programmes should be conducted for both parents and adol escentswho scored |ow maturity.

Much of theadvancement should be madeinthefield of socid development of tho tribal adolescents.
They should not be placed apart from themain stream of life. Asthese studentsare given educationin hostels,
hostel sshould promotecertain socid skillsfor thoir al round development.
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