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ABSTRACT

Prehistory to modern period evidence has
been foundin the Vidarbha region. All types of
Buddhist evidence found in the Vidarbha region
like stupas, Viharas, sculptures, inscriptions, and
numismatic evidence. The inscription is a
significant source of History. In the Vidarbha
region, so much inscriptional evidenceis there.
Buddhist, Brahminical, etc. inscriptions are also
found there. Pullar, Deotek, Pauni, Bhivkund,
Chandala, Bhuyari, Mahurzari, Kunghada,
Bhadravati, Hamalapuri, Kayar,etc., placesthere
some important inscription has been found.
Deotek, Bhadravati, Pauni, and Hamalapuri
inscriptions have a direct rel ation toBuddhism, but
others are related to Buddhism. The Chandala
forest cave rock inscription is one of the oldest
inscriptionsin Vidarbha. Twoinscriptionsarethere
onarock. Thispaper isbased on brief investigation
of previous studies and a new view of Chandala
forest cave rock inscriptions.

KEY WORDS
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INTRODUCTION

Vidarbharegion (Lat. 19°21’ N and 76°80° E)
thestudy areaof thisarticleissituated inthe eastern
part of Maharashtra. WardhaRiver divided Vidarbha
into two regions: the eastern part and thewestern part
of Vidarbha. Presently in theVidarbharegion eeven
districts viz., Buldhana,Wardha, Akola, Washim,
Amaravati, Yawatmal, Nagpur, Bhandara,
Chandrapur, Gondia, and Gadchirali. Vidarbharegion
isdivided into two regions:. the eastern part and the
western part.! (Sawant, Historical Archaeol ogy of
Vidarbha, 2012, p. 10)
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Vidarbhaisinthecentral part of India. ItisHistorically important from past to present time. Inthis
region, archaeol ogica remainsrelated to Buddhism arefound onalargescae. All typesof evidencehave been
unearthed. Excavated sites, stupasites, coins, epigraphica evidence, sculptures, etc. arerdated to Buddhism.
Pauni, Adam, Bhon and Mansar arestupasites. These arethe excavated sites. Deotek, Chandala, Pauni, etc.
have epigraphical evidence. Mahurzari coin may be Buddhist evidence. Viharasitesare Bhadravati, Patur,
Chandala, etc., The Bhadravati rock cutonly has direct evidence of Buddhism other cavesare not direct
evidenceof Buddhism.

Nagpur district isthe biggest city in Vidarbharegion. It isfamousfor itsmegalithic culture. Many
archaeological excavationsareaso doneinthisarea. Junpani, Mahurzari, Bhagimahri, Nagardhan, Mansar,
Rithi Rgina, Naikund, etc. are excavated archaeol ogica sites. Some Inscriptions have been found in Nagpur
Disgtrict. Mansar, Mahurzari, Hamal apuri, Chandad aareinscriptiona sites. Chandaaforest caveinscriptions
have given usimportant information. Okiyasa and putasawordsarethere. S.B. Deo, Chandrashekar Gupta.
Bhageshree Kale, Reshma Sawant,and Pradip M eshram had been worked on thisinscription. Researcher
wasdone onabrief investigation of the Chandalaforest caverock inscriptionwith the help of previouswork.

L ocation
Figurel: Location of ChanddaCaveinscriptions
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L ocation of Chandala (Google map)

Chandalaforest is55 km. to the southwest of Nagpur. It is approachablefrom the Pullar. The caves
under the present study arc aresituated in the deep forest at present and are onthe hillocks, facing east. The
cave bearing theinscriptionsisin the most dilapidated condition. Itsstonewalls arelying helter-skelter,
braving thevagariesof nature. Quite afew stoneshaving inscriptionsof thiscaveattract theattention.2 (Kale,
1994)
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Environment of Vidarbha and Nagpur

Geographicaly, Vidarbhalies on the northern part of the Deccan Plateau Unlikethe Western Ghats,
therearenomajor hilly areas. The Satpurarangeliesto the North of Vidarbharegionin Madhya Pradesh.
Waingangaisthelargest river in Vidarbhawith Kanhan and Wardhabeing thetwo other bigriversthat drain
theregion.3(Joglekar, 2017)

Nagpur and Wardhadistrictsare under the Deccan trapsand other districtsareArchean and Gondwana.
TheArchaean, Dharwarsthe Cuddappahs, and the Vindhyan al are exposed in Chandrapur, Nagpur, and
Bhandaradidtricts4 (Dikshit: 1986). Eastern M aharashtraisthereforevirtualy amuseum of awhol e sequence
of rocksfrom theArchean to the Cambrian(Dikshit, 1986)

Discoveryof Chandala Cave Inscriptions

APRIL 1971, AN ACCIDENTAL discovery revea ed two rock inscriptionswritten in early Brahmi
characters, inthe Chanda aforest range situated in the Nagpur District. Theinscriptionswerefirst seen by
Bhandarkar, an officer of theforest department who informed S.G. Chatte, aformer teacher inthe neighboring
village, Chatte communicated the sameto Dr.S.B. Deo, thethen Head of the Dept. of Ancient Indian History,
Culture. and Archaeol ogy of the Nagpur University. Dr. Deo published ashort newsinthelocal newspapers
aong with the photographs. Noteson thereadings and interpretation of theinscriptionswerelater published
by Chandrashekhar Guptaand Dr.Deointhelocal journals.5 (GuptaC. , 1976)6 (GuptaC. , 1971)7 (Deo,
Mandhdjavadil LekhyuktaPrachin Lene, 1972)

Previous Work and Review

Chandaaforest caveinscriptionswere discoveredin 1971. Dr. S.B. Deo, Dr. Chandrashekar Gupta,
BhageshreeKale, Dr. Pradip Meshram and Reshma Sawant working onit.

Firstly, article had been written by Dr. S.B. Deo and Dr. Chandrashekar Guptain Marathi language. L ater
on,Chandrashekar Guptawas published another articleunder thetitle of Chandaarock inscriptionsin Journa
on Epigraphica Society of India. He discussed about meaning of inscriptions and rel ation between trade,
traderouteand trader.

BhageshreeKdehaspublished articlein Journa of Epigrgphica Society of Indiaunder titleof Inscriptions
in ChandalaForest. Shediscussed socia and economic perspective. Dr. Pradip Meshram writesin hisbooks
about theseinscriptions. Pradeep Meshram Book nameis\Vidar bhatil Buddha Dhammacha Itihasin Marathi
language. Reshma Sawant in her book Historical Archaeology of Vidarbha make are ation between Pauni
Inscription and Chandal ainscriptions. ChandalaCave Present Condition dated September 2020
Figure2: ChandalaCave Present Condition (Panchbai)
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Chandala Forest Cave Inscriptions
Onesuchinscriptionisasunder:

1) Vaddakaputasa
2) Apdasamati Kamma

Meaning: Chandalacaveworked by Vadal aka son Apalaor with permission of apala.
Figure3: ChanddaCavenscriptions (Panchbhai)

Chandala Cave Inscription

Thetypeof stoneistypica basdt of the Deccantrap. After polishing the stone, the matter wasinscribed.
Seventeen d phabets and two anuswaras are adjusted i n the space of e eveninchesby twenty-eight inches (27
cmx 70 cm) Each d phabet isthesize of cm 7. All these al phabets are meticul oudly inscribed andvery clear.
The script isBrahmi without any ornamentation. It isvery Smpleand atractive. Thereiseven spaceprovided
between the two a phabets. The pa eographical featuresindicate, accordingto Dr. S.B. Deo, former director
of Deccan College Research Ingtitute, that theinscription belongsto thethird century B.C.

Onemoreequally important inscription isidentified near the said stonewall. Only four alphabetsare
inscribed here. Thereading isasunder:
Okiyasa

Meaning: Name of person (For the making of the cave okiya has been given adonation.)
Figure4: Second ChandaaCave Inscription (Panchabhai)
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Second Chandala Cave Inscription

Thea phabets measure 5cm in height and are adjusted in the space of 10" (25 cm). Theword okiyasa
might bethe name of aperson. It may beof alater period could be stated from the pal eographical features
suggested by okiyasa. Thesed phabetsared sointhe Brahmi script without ornamentation. Thoughthey are
carved onasimilar type of polished stone, they are not artistically inscribed, nor arethey inoneline. The
space between thetwo a phabetsisa so uneven.8 (Kae, 1994) Thelanguage of both inscriptions might be
Prakrit.

Various Scholar’sopinionsabout Chandala Cave Inscriptions

Dr. S. B. Deo, Based on the evidence in the excavations at Pauni and exploration of the rock-cut
cavesinthe Chanddafores, it may be stated that the Vidarbharegion had an influence on HinayanaBuddhism
inthe Mauryan period.®(Deo, New Evidence of HinayanaBuddhisminVidarbha, 1973)

Dr. Chandrashekar Gupta, It can be concluded that at Chandala, Apd a, the son of VaishyaVanda aka
caused the construction of aplacefor serving water to thetravelers.10 (GuptaC. , 1976)

BhageshreeK ale, Inscriptionsin the Chandalaforest point out that they are secular in nature asthe
cavesare. They only statethe name of their carver. It must be emphasi zed that the rock-cut caves need not
necessarily belong to any religion. Also, theinscriptionsonit need not necessarily bein praise of any deity or
kind. They, however, help to determinethe social and economic activities of the concerned person.11 (Kale,
1994)

Dr. Pradeegp M eshram, Chandalacavewasworked by Vadalaka’s son Apalaor withthe permission
of Apala. The secondinscriptionhas four words. For the making of the cave,okiya has been given
donations.2(Meshram, 2007, p. 112)

Dr. Reshma Sawant, Dr. Reshma Sawant did acomparative study between Pauni, Bhivkund, and
Chandala Inscriptionin hisbook Historical Archaeology of Vidarbha.*3(Sawant, Historical Archaeology
of Vidarbha, 2012, p. 61)

CONCLUSION

Chandala caveinscriptionsare very important for the reconstruction of the history of Vidarbha. Itis
oneof the earliest inscriptionsof the Nagpur district that inscriptionswordslike Vandal aka, Putasa, Apal a,
and Okiyasa. Different schol ars have given different opinions about the meaning of inscriptions.

Oneword coming is Putasa. Kunghadainscription having Putasa word. That meanstherewasa
tradition of giving a father’sname, in the Vidarbha region the same tradition went on after the name of the
person given the father’s name, so from the second century BCE this tradition was also in the Vidarbha
region. Scholarshavegiven dates of thisinscription from thethird century BCE to thefirst century BCE, but
the periodsof thisinscription are second to third century BCE.

Vidarbhaisavery important areafor the study of Buddhisminthisareard ated to Buddhism every type
of evidencefoundinthisareafor example, stupa, Vihara, sculpture, archaeol ogical sites, coins, antiquities,
etc.Chandada inscriptions are rock-cut caveinscriptions. 2™ century BCE in that period Buddhisminits
peak al over Indiahaving evidence of related to Buddhism. In thisperiod most of the caves are Buddhist
caves. Maybe Chandalawas Hinyana cave. S.B. Deo a so writes about Hinyana traditionin thisregion
because theAdam stupa, Pauni stupa, Deotek inscriptions, Kunghada rock-cut caveinscription, Pullar
inscription, and Bhadravati Buddhist rock-cut cave arenear Chandaa. and Pauni inscription havingthesame
name Vadal aka.For the meaning and expl anation of the Inscriptions, researcher agreewith Dr. S.B. and Dr.
Pradeep Meshram. One more thing is we can say it is a Buddhist cave and inscription because Dr.
Chandrashekar Guptawroteinthearticle Chandd awas onthetraderoute. So, most of the Buddhist caveand
stupawasintheancient traderoute. It ispossiblethat it was aBuddhist cave madefor themonk.
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