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ABSTRACT

Education has been an integral part of
human civilization. From ancient times to the
present era, progressive changesarebeing seenin
the education systemof India. Snce primitivetimes,
when language was not even developed, fine arts
have been a powerful medium of self-expression
and creativity in human life. Although the language
had developed in the Indus period; But in the
education systemof the \edic period, language was
made exemplary as a powerful medium of study
and teaching and this trend has continued
continuously since then till the modern education
system. When we consider and reflect on the role
of education in human devel opment, the relevance
of creativearts education in enhancing the overall
personality of man seems to be inherent in the
ancient education system itself. The main
objective of this research paper isto prepare the
layers of sequence and progressive devel opment
of fine arts education till the modern era.

KEY WORDS

Gurukul, Tolas, Pathshalas, Chatuspadis,
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INTRODUCTION

Reviewing the glorious ancient Indian
educational tradition reveals that ancient texts,
travel ogues of foreign travellers and other sources
reveal innumerable layers of the ancient Indian
educationd tradition; which aso confirmsthisfact; thet
sinceancient times, peoplefrom different countries
started coming to Indiato get education. Thefameof
itsculturd heritage, splendour, rdligiousform, spiritud
thinking, philosophical thoughts, artistic creativity,
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uniquearchitectureand our original teaching tradition spread to faraway countries. It was such ateaching
tradition; whichwas consdered to betheorigina sourceof knowledge, human vaues, rich traditions, practices
and devel opment of crestive skillsand which played animportant rolein the upliftment of humanity and socid
harmony.

Onthebasisof progressive changestaking placein the nature of education, itsreevanceinthesociety and
comparativeandys sof education methods, thisstudy work hasbeen divided into thefollowing four sections:

I.  Theeducation system of Vedicera,

ii.  Contribution of Buddhist monasteriesin Indian education system,
iii.  Theeducationd system of the colonid period, and
iv.  Modernemployment oriented education system.

Problem Satement

For the holistic devel opment of human beings, themain basisof education should bethe devel opment
of killsand quditiesaswell asthe upliftment of socid, spiritua and mora vaues. Theaim of education should
not befocused only on teaching humansthe means of livelihood; rather, it should also lead to character and
intellectua development of the person. Theliteracy rate can undoubtedly beincreased by adopting the present
teaching method; but such teaching method cannot devel op the complete persondlity of the people. This
paper isbased on the study of comparative differencesin variousmodes of teaching and training adopted in
theancient, medieva and modern eraand a so includesthose changes; So that theexisting education system
can be adopted to makeit moreeffectiveand relevant.

Historical Perspective

If ancient Indian educationisreviewed in historical perspectivethen it becomesclear; Traditionaly,
Indiahasawaysbeen acarrier of the ord tradition of imparting education under asomewhat unstructured,
but highly advanced “Guru-Shishya Parampara” (teacher-disciple tradition). This system of teaching, adopted
centuries ago in the Vedic era, sees every aspect of the Guru’s teachings transmitted orally. With its diverse
socid and culturd ethos, Indiaseemsto unitethe community of academicians, philosophers, saintsand students
initsgloriousphilosophy in many different ways. Inthetraditional ethosof the country, formal schoolingwas
deeply rooted in the ‘Guru-Shishya Tradition’. Students were exposed to various subjects like language,
culture, artsand crafts, environment, archery, horseriding, chanting etc. and emphasiswaslaid on memorizing
and reciting theteachingsin each discipline; because the technol ogy of writing was not yet prevalent. This
practice (ora tradition) was not limited only to thefield of education but thismethod of learning was aso
prevaent inamost every form of cregtiveart.

If wethrow light on the various subjectstaught in the Vedic period, it becomesclear that at that time
variouscreativedisciplinesunder artsand craftswere also adistinct part of Indian culture.

InIndig, trainingin variousarts has a ways been aspecia academic discipline; inwhich Government
and privateingtitutionshave been providing speciad educationin arts. Variousreligiousingtitutionslike Hindu
Ashrams, Gurukuls, Muslim Madrassas, Buddhist monasteries etc. have played animportant rolein the
implementation of the educational systems of India’s past and this order remained effective till the colonial
period. Over time, school swere establi shed under the Cambridge educationa system to promote serviceto
theBritish Empire. If wemakeacomparativeanaysisat theglobd level, thenart educationin Indiahasaso
witnessed various changes over time; Asaresult, what we seetoday isauniqueblend of Western sensibilities
aswdl asthosefrom acrossAsia; whichistheorigin of modern Indiaand itsuniqueart.

Declaration of Research Problem
India’s unique traditional teaching tradition focused on the holistic development of human personality
hasavery ancient history; whichisaconfluenceof culturd, rdigious, and artistic credtivity of that time. Thisis
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also aform of recognition of our heritage. Since variousresearchesfocus ng on the Indian education system
have been conducted in the past; Therefore, thisresearch work dealswith different chronological stagesof
development of Indian education traditiona methodsandisbased onthe historical and progressive deve opment
of creative artsaong with the contemporary conditions and devel opment of Indian education systemsin
different timeframes.

Sample Selection

Relevant factual evidencere ated to thisresearch paper hasbeen collected from various authentic texts,
research papers, travel ogues, articles, newspapers, paper clips, magazines, journals, museumsand art collectors.

Review of Literature

Many studies have been presented before focusing on various aspects of Indian educational systems
fromancient to modern. Thereisabundant literature availableon theevolution and relevance of variousindian
teaching methods. Thefollowing literaturereviewshave been conducted to confirm the tatement of the problem:

I.  Archer Mildred, Indiaand British Portraiture, 1770-1825, published by Oxford University Press,
1979; Thisstudy hasbeen doneto establish acomparativeand historica context of theancient education
traditionsdevelopedin India, especialy the Gurukul, Ashram, Buddhist, Jain, Muslim and colonia
period education methods.

ii.  Mildred Archer, “Indiaand British Portraiture, 1770-1825", published in 1979 by Oxford University
Press.; thisstudy isan attempt to comparatively andyse theancient Indian educationa systemsandthe
current teaching methodol ogy.

ii. RPGupta, “Some British and European Painters in India, 1760-1850", Published in 1979 by Times of
IndiainitsAnnua; Thisstudy was conducted to assessthe educationd system based onancient Indian
fundamental and universal development with the influence of western education that cameto our
traditiona andindigenouseducationa system during the colonial periodin India.

iv. ~ Chintamonikar, Yogesh Chandra Bagal and Mukul Dey “School of Industrial School of Art 1865,
College of Artand Craft 1951 at Calcutta”, published in 1966 by College of Art Calcutta; this study
focuses on the comparative assessment of the changes brought about by the Western educationa
systeminthetraining of traditional Indian artsduring thecolonial period.

V. Articles by various writers on “Modernism and Bombay Progressive Art Group and Group 1890” in
Lalit KalaContemporary 2, 22 and 31in 1963, 1978 and 1990 respectively by Central Lalit Kala
Akademi, New Delhi.; Thisstudy was conducted to assessthe chronol ogical devel opment of Indian
art education, maintaintheoriginality of thelndian art teaching system and comparethemwith other art
forms.

Objective of the Sudy

I. Toenablethe student to usethe psychologica concepts and approaches of Vedic pedagogy for the
development of the overall personality of the student.

ii. Toprovidepractical suggestionsand recommendationsfor effectiveimplementation of the present
education system.

iii.  Toenhancecrestivity skillsfor sustainable devel opment.
iv.  Enriching students’ thinking skills using art education.
v. Toprovideadvancement and freedom to innovativeideaswith crestivethinking.

Hypothesis
1. Historica background and authenticity of Indian educationa systems.
2. Comparativestudy of educationa systemsthat wereeffectivein different timeperiods.
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3. Review of significant Westerninfluence on ancient Indian educationa systems.
4. Review of restraint effect on Indian educationa system.

Research Methodology

Thisresearch paper isbased on descriptive and diagnosti ¢ study and secondary sourceslike books,
research papers, research articles, newspapers.

Research Format
I.  Typeof study: Descriptive, analytica and comparétive.

ii. Focusofthestudy: Thispaper isbased on acomparativereview of theteaching models of Indiathat
weredominant in different periodsfrom ancient timesto the present time,

iii. Study Sample: Indian educationa systemshave been progressively development oriented in various
periods.
Observations

Thisresearch work throwslight on variousimportant facts, itsimportance, purpose and rel evance of
teaching methods of different periodsrelated to the study of variousteaching formats of Indiadating back
centuries, which hasitsownimportance, thebasi c foundation of Indian education sysemistheholistic upliftment
of human being, anotable aspect. Theresultsof thisstudy will be presented under thefollowing headings.

Main Features of Ancient Education Format
India’s rich educational tradition, focused on the holistic development of the learner’s spiritual, intellectual
and practical knowledge, originated in the Vedi ¢ period; which ismoving forward with uninterrupted and
gradual changes. In such ateaching format, emphasiswas|aid on the devel opment of human valueslike
humility, right-path, sdf-discipline, salf-relianceand respect for others.
Objectives of Ancient Education
Thebasicaim of ancient educationwasto achievethefollowing goas:
»  Physicd and cognitive devel opment.
> Rdigioudyand spiritualy.
»  Emphasison knowledge and experience.
»  Sublimationof indinct.
»  Preservation and dissemination of culture.
»  Socid efficiency promoting happiness.
»  Character and personality devel opment.
> Immediateandfina answer.
m

Importance of Ancient Indian Teaching Format in Human Life

Inthisteaching tradition, auniquecoordination of both forma andinforma methodsof learningisseen.
At that time, homes, monasteries, temples, schools, monasteries, Chatushpadisand Gurukul etc. werethe
main centersof education. At these centres, budding learnerswereprovided guidanceto adopt aholy lifestyle.
After primary education, sudentstook educationinViharas (Buddhist monasteries) and universitiesfor higher
education. Teaching wasoften ora, and students memorized what wastaught in class, and dso used to have
group discussionson that topic.

Significance of Gurukuls or Ashrams
Accordingtotheresidential arrangement in Gurukuls or Ashrams, the Guru and hisdisciplesused to
livetogether and study and teach; and supported each other indaily life. Thebasic goa of thesaid teaching
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tradition wasto get education based on complete personality development, tolearn adisciplined lifestyleand
to enrich one’s inner potential. The students used to live in Gurukul or Ashram away from their home for years
till thecompletion of their goal. Apart from history, discussion, justice, logic, philosophy etc., whileteaching
various skill-based subjects, specia emphasiswasalso laid on enriching theinner aspects of the versatile
persondity dongwith theexterna dimensionsof thediscipline.

All such residential education centerswere named after sages. Hundreds of studentsused to study
collectively in these Gurukul sand Ashrams|ocated in the peaceful environment of theforests.

Significance of Mathas or Viharas

InIndia, many monasteriesand viharaswereorigindly built for Bhikshu and Bhikshudeesto meditate,
spread Buddhism, seek knowledge, discuss and consult. Over time, many centersof higher learning aso
devel oped around such centres; And apart from India, they attracted studentsfrom far away countrieslike
China, Koreg, Tibet, Burma, Ceylon, Java, Sumatra, Nepal etc. These centersgradudly earned their respective
reputationsat theglobal leve intheform of universitieslike Nalanda, Takshashila, and Vikramshilaetc.

Role of Viharas & Ancient Universities

Jatakastoriesrel ated to Buddhi sm and travel ogues of many foreign travellers and many other sources
show that in ancient times, many kings and rich sections of the society played an activerolein promoting
education; Asaresult many famoushigher educational centerscameinto existence. Among theseriesof such
notableuniversities, Takshashila, Nalanda, Valabhi, Vikramshila, Odantapuri, Jagaddalacan be mentioned
and Buddhist monasteries played an unprecedented rolein the devel opment of these universities.

Globally renowned, these centersof higher learning were ableto meet the study needsof thelearners.
A largenumber of studentsfrom Indiaand abroad used to cometo study in these centersof higher education.
Learners acquired knowledgethrough mutua discussion and debate with eminent scholars. Apart fromthis,
“Summonses” was also organized by the king from time to time in these higher study centres. Summons
basically meansan officialy caled meeting of people; in which scholarsfrom variousviharas (monasteries)
and universities of the country used to meet and discusson agiven topic and present their viewsaswell as
exchangetheridess.

Inthissection, someof therenowned world dassindian universitiesof ancient timesarebeing highlighted;
which were counted asthe best centers of study in the wholeworld. The following tableliststhe major
subjectstaught in some notabl e ancient universities, their historical background, main characteristicsalong
withtheir brief descriptions:

1. | LearningCenter TekshshilaUniversity

Patron It wasanancient university located in thecity of Tekshashila Itisbelieved that
thisancient city and university wasfounded by Bharat, son of Kaikeyi and
younger haf-brother of Rama.

Operation Duration | It wasfounded in the 5th century BC and destroyed by the Hunsin the 10th

centuryAD.

Locetion It was alocated on the eastern bank of the Indus River. (In the Gandhara
region of ancient India, presently in Rawal pindi, Pakistan)

Curriculum It was alocated on the eastern bank of the Indus River. (In the Gandhara

region of ancient India, presently in Rawal pindi, Pakistan)
2. | Learning Center NaandaUniversty

Patron: Kumaragupta

Operation Duration | 5 century to 12™ century. (427 AD to 1197 AD).
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Location

Curriculum

It waslocated in the ancient kingdom of Magadha. Itsruinscan beseeninthe
north direction, about 11 KM away from Rajgrihadistrict headquartersinthe
stateof Bihar.

Intheearly days, it wasafamous Buddhist study centre. M orethan 60 subjects
including Vedas, Vedanta, grammar, medicine, finearts, music, danceetc. were
part of the curriculum at thisstudy center of higher education.

Learning Center
Patron

Operation Duration
Location

Curriculum

Odantapuri University

Gopala| (founder of the Paladynasty) wasthefounder of thisuniversity.
Mid-8" century to by the end of 11™ century.

Thisuniversity cameunder the ancient Magadha Empire; WWhoseremainscan
currently be seenin Bodh Gayadigtrict of Bihar state.

It also had its own identity among the major educational centresof ancient
Indiaand was considered one of theoldest monasteriesof Indiaafter Nalanda.
Thisuniversity included the education of Vedi ¢ scripturesand even Buddhism
adongwithvariouspopular subjectstaught at that time. Over time, thismonastery
continued to play aleadingroleinthefield of education until it was destroyed
by Muhammad bin Bakhtiyar Khilji.

Learning Center
Petron

Operation Duration
Locetion

Curriculum

VikramshilaUniversty

Dharmapala (783-820 AD), The ruler of Pala dynasty founded it.

Late-8th century totill Around 1203 AD.

Inancient times, thiscenter of learningwaslocated in the northernregion of the
Magadha Empire; Present day remains of its buildingsreflect the story of the
past of ‘Antichak’ village of Bhagalpur district in Bihar state.

Thiseducational ingtitution wasorigindly themain center of the Vg rayanasect
of Buddhism. Tantric gurus (propagators) were working here; and in this
university, apart from TantraVidya, other formal subjectslikelogic, Vedas,
astronomy, urban devel opment, law, grammar, philosophy dongwith finearts
were also taught. It was destroyed by the army of “Muhammad bin Bakhtiyar
Khilji’ in 1203.

Learning Center
Patron

Operation Duration

Location

Curriculum

JagaddaaUniversity

Initsearly period, it was originally aBuddhist monastery of the Vg rayanasect
of Buddhism; Whichwas established by King Rampal of Pal dynasty.

1084 AD to 1207 AD and center of learning was destroyed by Muslim
maraudersin 1207 AD.

If weunveil thepast of thiseducationa center, a that timeit wasestablishedin
aplace called “Varendra’ under the Pala Empire, but its current geographical
location isdelimited by the borders of Bangladesh.

Theteaching of Vg rayanasect of Buddhism and Sanskrit wasthe specidization
of thislearning centre; But apart fromthis, most of the subjectstaught in other
contemporary universitieswered so taught here. Somefamous Tibetan Buddhist
scholarslikeVibhuti Chandra, Danasila, M okshakara Guptaand Subhakara
Guptabed onged to thismonastery.

Learning Center
Patron

Vdabhi Universty
Thiswashbuilt by Kingthe Maitraka Hewasruler of Bhattarka.
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Operation Duration
Location

Curriculum

Thiseducational center remained activefor about 600 yearsfrom the6"to the
12" century.

Saurashtranowadays, known asVallabhi, & located inthe Bhavnagar region
of Gujarat.

It wasanimportant learning center of the Hinayanasect of Buddhism. Themain
subjectstaught here were theology, commerce, agriculture, administration,
philasophy, accounting, economics, law, Buddhist philosophy and ethics, politica
science and Statesmanship, etc.

Learning Center
Patron

Operation Duration

Location

Curriculum

Pushpagiri Universty

Contemporary with theancient Indian Nalanda University and coming into
existence in the last years of the Christian era, Pushpagiri University was
recognized as a magjor Buddhist center of higher learning. As far as the
establishment of thisingtitution isconcerned, theavailableevidenceindicates
that it was established by Emperor Ashoka.

It wasamajor Buddhist center of higher learning; Which maintained itsidentity
from the 2™ century BC to the 11* century.

Thisuniversity was located in the Kalingaregion of ancient India; Which
demarcatesthe Cuttack and Jgj pur districts of the present Odishastate. This
educational center was situated on top of ‘Langudi hill” which comes under
Jajpur district of Odishastate.

This university is also known as ‘Pushpagiri Mahavihara’, and was one of the
most prominent centersof higher education in ancient times, along withthe
universities of Takshashila, Nalandaand Vikramshila. The subjectstaught at
thisBuddhist learning center included M ahayanaBuddhism, Vedas, Vedanta,
Sanskrit, logic, grammar, Ayurveda, surgery, Samkhya, eighteen crafts(sippa),
warfare and archery, besides military education, astronomy, agriculture,
Commerce, palitics, etc. were prominent.

Learning Center
Patron

Operation Duration

Location

Curriculum

Vdlabhi University

Thiseducationd center was built by King Bhattarkaof Maitrakadynasty; who
ruled Saurashtra, in the capital of his kingdom “Vallabhi’.

Thismaor center of Hinayana Buddhist |earning wasamajor center of study
from 600AD to 1400AD; Althoughit wasdestroyed by Arabwarriorsinthe
elghth century, and it waslater rebuilt and thusthereisevidencesof itsoperation
till the 14" century.

Inancient times, thiseducationd center wasestablished inValabhi of Saurashtra,
theregion of Maitrakadynasty and currently it is situated under Bhavnagar
digtrict of Gujarat state of India.

Thiscenter of learning wasanurturer of Buddhism; But herealongwith the
principlesand philosophy of Buddhism, Brahmanica sciencewasa so taught.
Apart fromreligiousscience, itscurriculum a so included various subjectslike
ethics(political science, statesmanship), negotiation (business, agriculture),
administration, law, economics, literature, medical science, bookkeeping,
grammar etc.
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9.| Learning Center
Patron

Operation Duration

Location
Curriculum

MithilaUniveraty

Thisancient center of learning was established asthe seat of Brahminsasa
result of philosophical conferencesheldinthe court of Seeradhwaja Janak,
king of Mithila Later the seat was convertedinto MithilaUniversity around the
12" century BCE.

The Brahmin chair established during thereign of King Janak later took the
formof auniversty and continued itsexistencetill the 12th century AD; However,
theArabs caused considerabledamagetoitin thee ghth century.
Theuniverstyisin Darbhangatown, Mithilaregion, Bihar State.

This was a center of the ‘Brahmanical system’ of education. It has been recorded
theretaught varioussubjects, including literature, and finearts, Vedas, science
subjects, Nyaya Shastra, and more. Nyayaand Tarka Shastragained themain
prominence at this University. Thiswasamajor center of the Brahmanical
education system; and the education system herewasvery grict. The utmost
priority wasgivento thedevelopment of quaitieslike peace (sant), self-control
(danta), salf-sacrifice (uprata) and patience (titiksha) among thelearnershere.
Educationinjurisprudenceand logica scienceswasitsmainidentity; Whose
fame spread far and wide. Apart from the main teaching subjects like
Jurisprudenceand Logica Sciences, literature, finearts, Vedas, science subjects,
and many other subjectswere also taught there.

10. | Learning Center
Patron

Operation Duration

Location

Curriculum

SomapuraUniversity

It wasaBuddhist monastery; Whichwas constructed in ancient times by King
Dharmapd a, theruler of the Pladynasty in Bengd.

It was counted among the five greatest Mahaviharas (universities) of ancient
India; Whereteachingwork was carried out for about 400 years, from theend
of the 8" century to the 12" century.

Thiswaslocated in Bengd, and now, SomapuraM ahaviharain Naogaon Digtrict
of Bangladesh.

Thisuniversity campus had atraditional Buddhist stupaat its center and the
areaof itscampuswasthelargest among other Mahaviharas. Herethelearners
wereprovided educationin subjectsre ated to Hinduism, Buddhismand Jainism.
Even today, onthe outer wallsof thiseducationa center, theremainsof relief
decorativeterracottapane sfocusing oningpiring themes of the above mentioned
threereligions can be seentelling the story of itspast.

Role of Guru in Ancient Teaching Method

Guruswere completely autonomousin the salection of disciplesfor admissonto GurukulsandAshrams,
determination of thenumber of disciplesand theappropriate curriculum for them, etc. Although knowledge
wasimparted to the students only according to their interest. Likethe current Indian education system, the
duration of the teaching session at that time was a so not fixed; because when the guru was compl etely
satisfied with the student’s performance, so that the teaching of the learner was stopped. The main methods of
teaching focused on debate and discussion.

Community Participation in Ancient Educational System

Inancient times, imparting knowl edgewas considered a sacred work and tuition feeswerenot charged
forit. Thisformat of freeeducationwasprevdentinamog al theancient universtieslike Naanda, Tekshashila,
Valabhi, Vikramshila, Jagada aetc. At that time, any kind of contribution for education, directly or indirectly,
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was considered thehighest form of charity. Peoplefrom almost every section of the society contributed inthis
asper their capacity. Financia support for these educational centersbasically camefrom rich businessmen,
wealthy parents and the society; Apart from this, some peopl e a so donated buildings and some land to
universties
Progressive Development of Traditional Indian Education System

Gurukul, ashram, temple, monastery and school etc. werethe main centers of the ancient traditional
Indian education system, through which the flow of education continued to progressprogressively. Inthe
medieval period, during the period of Muslim rulers, “Maktabas” and “Madrasas” became a part of the
education system. Theindigenousformal education system proliferated during the pre-colonial period. This
educationa system basically focused on religiousand spiritua education. In thissequence, varioustypes of
educational centers emerged like “Tolas” in Bengal, “Pathshalas” in Western India, and “Chatuspadis” in
Bihar; Apart from these, smilar educational centerswerebeing runin other partsof Indiaa so.

Theabovetypesof learning centerswereoperated with loca resourcesand financial assi stancereceived
intheform of donations. Some evidence a so suggeststhat villagersin South Indiaal so made donationsto
support educationa work.

Theancient traditional Indian teaching method |aid emphasi s on the devel opment of both internal and
externd aspectsof thelearner; Sothat hisholistic devel opment can be donefromthepoint of view of physical,
intellectua, spiritua and artistic aspects.

Thereisagreat need to make many changesin the current education system of Indiain accordance
with the ancient education method. Thisisthe reason why now special emphasisisbeinglaid ontaking
inspiration from the past and connecting the learning process with the outside world along with the school
education system.

Wester nization of Indian Educational System during the Colonial Era

During the British Rgj, the ancient traditional Indian education system wasgradually replaced by the
Western education system; however, the British approach towardsfinearts played animportant rolein the
development of theprocessof formal training of Indian artistsandin this coursethey established art schools
in Madras, Calcutta, Bombay, Lucknow etc. Thethinking of the British officia s behind opening these art
schoolsin Indiawasthat dueto lack of scientific understanding of art among Indian artists, they wereincagpable
of creating natural landscapes. Another factor wasthat the demand for Indian original and unique artefacts
among the British wasgradually increasing rapidly during theAnglorulein India; which provided astrong
bassfor determiningtheinitia policy.

Later, in continuation of the art schools mentioned above, theArt School was established in Lahore
(1875) and similarly with the establishment of many other art schools, art education got astrong foundation.
These art school swere basically operated under the provincial Government and worked according to the
needsand objectivesof their founders. By thelast decade of the nineteenth century; Separatedivisonsof fine
artsand craftsstarted being created in these art schools.

The first proper art school was established by Frederick Corbin in Calcutta under the name of “Calcutta
Mechanics’ Institution and School of Arts” in compliance with the decision taken at a public meeting convened
on 26 February 1839. Colonel Godwin, through his lectures on the ‘Union of Science, Industry and Arts’ in
1854, dso advised dl youth to undergotraining inindustria artsbased on the scientific outlook; Asaresult of
which, the “Indian School of Art” was started in Calcutta. The responsibility of looking after this art institute
wasgivento Dr. Frederick Corbinand at that time, intheinitial phase of theinstitute, C. Grant used to give
trainingin drawing there. Themain objective of thisschool wasto devel op innovative crestive creation and
originality, totrain moreand moreartistsand prepare them as skilled draftsmen, designersand engraversto
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provide employment. Theschool wasorigindly started asaprivate venture by agroup of Indian and English
enthusiastic members associated with a body called the “Industrial Art Society’; which was taken over by the
Government in 1864, and this art institution got a new identity as “Government School of Arts and Crafts”.

Findings
The comparativefindingsfrom ancient to modern Indian educationa sysemsareasfollows:
I.  IntheVedic period, human lifewas mainly focused on character values, morality and attainment of
knowledge.

ii. Therewasnatura harmony inancient teaching methods; inwhich sudentswere acquiring knowledge
through salf-studly.

iii.  Thispatternisknown asopen schools, which waslater given practica form by Rabindranath Tagorein
‘Santiniketan’ school of West Bengal.

iv.  Inancient schools, separatetraining wasgiven; which used to help the studentsto lead asatisfied life,
but inthemodern erait hastaken atheoretica form and to learn any art you must have experience
whichisuseful for us.

v. Theincreasinginfluence of technology in the modern era has broken the connection of the young
generation with nature and transformed it into mechanica machines.

vi. Intheancient times; Sanskrit, Pali, Arabic etc. were exemplary languages of study; Whereasinthe
present time ‘English’ is becoming the main language of ideological exchange and Indian regional
languagesaredisappearing.

vii.  Theancient oral teaching method isstill being followed today; but now its name hasbeen changed and
it is being promoted as ‘lecture method of teaching’.

CONCLUSION

The present Indian education system isagain moving towardsfollowing thedistant Vedic erateaching
traditionsand at that timethe education system and Sanskrit literature were very advanced and extensive. The
ultimate goal of education at that timewasto devel op the holistic personality of the student, with special
emphasisonhisphysicd, intellectud and character devel opment.

If dl thelinksof gradud flow of long-term Indian educationd tradition areformul ated, then the conclusion
comesthat a ong with education of various subjects, acquiring knowledgeof fineartshasa so been consdered
necessary for everyone. Ashrams, Gurukuls, Buddhist monasteriesetc. play asignificant roleintheeducation
of variousrelevant subjectsaswell asinthedl-round development of artsand handicrafts. After this, fromthe
British period to the present democratic governance system, Government and various non-Government
organi zations are giving impetusto the systematic devel opment of education.

Socid and rdigiousingditutionshad animportant contributionin theancient Indian educationd tradition.
Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism etc. were prominent among such ingtitutions; who had devel oped their own
specific art education training methods through the spread and existence of their ideas. Whereasduring the
Mughal period, the art form of miniature painting got encouragement and asits extension the Company
School cameinto existence; Which emphasized the embodiment of artistic activitiesto appeal to Western
sensibilities. Ravi Varmawaswidely criticized for hisexpression of oil painting inthe Western style, but the
Bengd School proveditsnameto bemore Indian throughitspromation. Theschool established by Rabindranath
Tagorea Santiniketan wasthe answer to many questionsfromwhere, with the emergence of new beginnings
andindividual activitiesby many taents, anationally accepted style of performancein Indiabegan and new
developmentstook place.

Based on the abovefacts, the conclusionisthat when theintellectual and holistic upliftment of an
individua isenvisagedin any nation or society; so, likevariousbas c subjects, traning infineartsand handicrafts
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asoholdsanequaly important placeinthetotality of knowledge. Thisisthereason; that acquiring knowledge
of fineartsseemsto beasrelevant in the present timesasin the past.
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