Amit Kumar Dubey
Page No. 1275 - 1281

SHODH SAMAGAM S,
g -
- @
ISSN : 2581-6918 (Online), 2582-1792 (PRINT) ‘Y 2 v ®
— e

| mpact of New Education Policy (NEP) on Higher Education in India

Amit Kumar Dubey, Department of Physics
Pt. Harishankar ShuklaSmriti Mahavidyalaya, Kachana, Raipur, Chhattisgarh, INDIA

ABSTRACT

The New Education Policy (NEP) of 2020
IS seen as a turning point in Indian higher
education history. This approach promises a
paradigm shift in the field of education and
represents a substantial divergencefromaccepted
norms. The complex and thorough investigation
that thisresearch paper undertakesfocuseson the
several effectsthat the NEP will have on colleges
and universities across the country. It examines
crucial factors such institutional autonomy,
curriculumrevisions, frameworksfor research and
Author innovation, strategiesto promotediversity, and the
seamlessintegration of technology. Thispaper also
compares the NEP 2020 with the former policy
i.e., NEP 1986. By breaking down these important
components, it aims to shed light on the policy’s

revolutionary potential.
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The New Education Policy (NEP) 2020isa
‘ thorough planfor reforming and reorganizingthendian
& educationa sysem. TheNationa Policy on Education
(1986) wasreplaced by it after being approved by the
Plagiarism Checker X - Report Indian Union Cabinet on July 29, 2020. TheNEPams
Originality Assessment to handlethe changing socioeconomic and technical
4% environment whilepromotingamorecomprehensive,
’ adaptable, andinclusiveeducationa system.
SR KAE I SR TN ST TR Herearesomekey highlightsand principlesof
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the NEP 2020:

1. Early Childhood Care and Education
\ : (ECCE): Theimportanceof early childhood

R education to a child’s overall development is
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acknowledged by the NEP. For kidsages 3 to 6, it emphasi zestheimportance of high-quality Early
Childhood Care and Education (ECCE). For a child’s cognitive, emotional, and social development,
thisstageiscrucid. To makelearning engaging and successtul, the policy promotestheincorporation of
play-based |earning, storytelling, and other interactivetechniques.

Foundational Literacy and Numeracy: By theend of Grade 3, every child must possessfundamental
literacy and numeracy skills, according to the NER. The policy recommendstheuse of early assessment
techniques and targeted interventionsfor students who might need extrasupport to accomplish this.
This basic information is considered crucial for a student’s success in higher education and future
learning.

Multilingualism and Regional L anguages: A flexibleand open-minded |anguage policy issupported
by the policy. It encouragesup to at least Grade 5, and preferably up to Grade 8, the use of the mother
tongue, local language, or regiona language asthe medium of ingruction. Thisstrategy seekstoincrease
bility, cultural relevance, and student comprehensionin education.

Curricular Flexibility and Multidisciplinary: The NEP supportsan open-ended curriculum that
enables studentsto select disciplinesin accordancewith their interests and aptitudes. It encourages
studentsto take amultidisciplinary approach, combining topicsfrom severd fieldsto develop awdl |-
rounded education. Thisadaptability ismadeto accommodate various|earning preferencesand godss.

Holisticand M ultidimensional Assessment: The NEPurges achangefrom rote memorizing and
high-stakesteststo amore dl-encompass ng and ongoi ng assessment approach. It suggestsformative
and summative tests that gauge a student’s cognitive, emotional, and practical abilities. With this method,
astudent’s talents should be more thoroughly understood.

Teacher Training and Professional Development: The policy placesastrong emphasison how
important teachersareto forming the educational system. It demandsthat teachershaverigorouspre-
servicetraining and ongoing professiona devel opment. Thisinvolvesinstruction in contemporary
pedagogies, the use of technol ogy, and an emphasi s on socioemotional learning. Thegoal isto give
teachersthetool sthey need to effectively facilitatelearning.

Higher Education Reforms: Research, critical analysis, and innovation are prioritized in the NEP’s
holistic visionfor higher education. It suggestsreorganizing institutionsof higher learning to promote
accountability and autonomy. In order to produce aworkforcethat isboth knowledgeableand skilled,
the policy a so encouragesthe convergence of vocationa education and research.

Technology I ntegration: The NEPacknowledgestheval ue of technol ogy in contemporary education.
It promotesthe use of digital technol ogiesand technol ogy-enabl ed | earning to improve educationa
access, quality, and equity. Thisincludescreating digital infrastructure, creating € ectronic curriculum,
and preparing teachersto use technol ogy successfully.

Equitableand I nclusive Education: TheNEP emphasizestheimportanceof ensuring that al people,
regardless of socioeconomic status, gender, or physical capabilities, haveaccessto aquality education.
It suggests solutionsto theinequitiesin opportunity and accessto high-quality education.

With thegod of preparing studentsfor successin thetwenty-first century, the New Education Policy

2020 isan extensive endeavour to changethe Indian educational system. With theaim of promotingamore
inclusive, adaptable, and dl-encompass nglearning environment, it coversdl facetsof education, from early
childhood through higher education.

Objectives of Sudy

1.
2.
3.

To understand the New Education Policy (NEP).
Tofind theimpact of NEPon higher education.
To draw comparison between NEP 1986 and NEP 2020.
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Literature Review

Shalu Jain, Ankur Khare, Om Goel, Prof. (Dr.) Punit Goel intheir study haveamed toinvestigatethe
impact of NEP 2020 on higher education in Indiathrough acomparative analysis of selective educational
ingtitutionsbeforeand after theimplementation of the policy.

Pawan Kalyani in his paper hasexplored about National Education Policy 2020 and itseffectson the
stakeholdersand hasal so tried to bring awareness and futureimpact of National Education Policy 2020 by
asking aseriesof questionsfloating on al theavailable socia mediaand anaysingthesame.

Dr. HemlataVermaand Adarsh Kumar have stated that NEP 2020 providesfor quaity higher education
through multidisciplinary universitiesand autonomouscolleges. They havecriticaly examined thepolicy inthe
paper and proposed changesto ensure aseaml ess continuum with its predecessor in addition toits predecessor,
boostingitsimportance. Their paper describestheanaysis of therequirementsfor NEP 2020 provisonsand
management practicesat theuniversity level.

Impact of NEP 2020 on Higher Education in India

India’s educational paradigm is changing dramatically as a result of the New Education Policy (NEP) of
2020. Itincludes changesfrom early schooling to post-secondary education. Thecrucia NEP e ementsthat
have animmediateinfluence on higher education arecarefully examinedin thissection.

a) Regulatory Reformationin Higher Education: Withtheexception of medical andlegal education,
the Higher Education Commission of India(HECI) was established asthe primary regul ating body,
marking asignificant change brought about by NEP 2020. The academic and funding functionswill be
divided by HECI, whichwill dsorationdizetheregulaory structure. A higher leve of regulatory efficiency
ispromised by the crestion of specidized verticaswithin HECI, such asthe Nationa Higher Education
Regulatory Council (NHERC), Genera Education Council (GEC), Higher Education Grants Council
(HEGC), and Nationa Accreditation Council (NAC).

b) AutonomyAdvancement and Accreditation Maturation: A progressivetrangition from affiliated
collegesto autonomousentitiesis supported by NEP 2020, which fervently advocatesfor increased
autonomy for educationa ingtitutions. Thisclauseenvisionsthe potentiad transformation of autonomous
degree-granting collegesinto research- or teaching-intensiveuniversitiesin additionto dlowing for the
enrichment of the curriculum. In order to provide acomprehensive education on par with prestigious
ingtitutions, multidisciplinary educati on and research universities(MERUS) were established.

c¢) Sreamlined Admissionsand Academic Progression: Thecresation of asingleadmiss on assessment
isarevolutionary stepinreducing thestrain of several competitiveexams. All student candidates stand
to benefit from thistactical move, which will level theplaying field. Additionally, the creation of an
Academic Bank of Credits (ABC) makesit easier to accumulate creditsfor coursesthat have been
passed, allowingfor flexible credit transfer across school sand allowing studentsto smoothly resume
their study.

d) Encouraging Global Educational Engagement: NEP 2020 invites international colleges and
universitiesto open campusesin India. The challenge posed by thisovertureisfor locd ingtitutionsto
improvethestandard of education they provide. Thegod of thestrategy isto promaoteglobd involvement,
improve educationa possihilities, and give studentslocal accessto top-notchinstruction.

€) Hoaligicand Multidisciplinary L ear ning Par adigm: The NEPemphasizestheva ue of an extensve
and diverse approach to education with thegoal of maximizing human potentia inal of itsforms. By
2030, itintendsfor digtrictsall around the country to haveinterdisciplinary higher education ingtitutions
(HEIs). Thismethod fostersthe devel opment of wel l-rounded peopleby integratingintellectud , aesthetic,
socid, physical, emotiond, and mora growth.
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Sructural Innovationsin Degree Programs. Undergraduate degreeswill now typically last three
or four yearsunder NEP 2020, and studentswill have the choiceto graduate with adiploma, degree,
or certificate depending onthe number of yearsof study they haveaready completed. Additiondly, the
creation of anAcademic Bank of Credit makescredit transfer easier, enabling studentsto effortlessly
pick up wherethey |eft off with their studies after abreak.

Emphasison Resear ch and I nnovation: Fostering aculture of research andinnovation inside higher
educationingtitutionsisof utmost importance, according to the NEP 2020. It supportsthe devel opment
of specidized research dusters, innovation hubs, and centersof excellenceat inditutions. Theseprograms
amto advance cutting-edge study and research acrossnumerousaress. The policy intendsto improve
theinternational position of Indian universitiesand considerably advance knowledge by creating a
favourable environment for research operations.

FlexibleAcademic Creditsand Choice-Based Credit System (CBCS): The NEP promotesthe
implementation of aChoice-Based Credit System (CBCYS) in higher education in accordance with
global best practices. In accordance with this structure, students havethefreedomto select froma
widevariety of eective courses, bothwithin and beyond disciplines. Thisgivesstudentsthe ability to
customizetheir education to match their uniqueinterests, professiona goals, and academic strengths.
Additionally, the creation of an Academic Bank of Credit (ABC) guaranteesthat earned creditsare
safely stored and may be transferred without any issues, enabling studentsto continuetheir study
without losing any ground.

Focuson Skill Development and Vocational Education: The NEPemphasi zestheintegration of
skill devel opment and vocationa educationwithin higher education, recognizing the necessity of matching
educationa requirementswith labor market demands. Institutions are urged to provide studentswith
courses and programs that focus on developing students’ practical, industry-relevant skills. The goal of
the strategy is to increase graduates’ employability and better prepare them for the rapidly changing
workforceby putting an emphasi son practical training and experientia learning.

Promotion of Onlineand Blended L earning: The NEP promotes the broad use of online and
blended |earning formatsin higher education in response to the changing nature of the educational
landscape. Accessto high-quality educationis being widened by themovetoward digital educational
platforms, especidly for peoplelivinginrural or underserved areas. Additiondly;, it givesstudentsmore
freedom so they may mix their studieswith other obligationslikework. The useof technologically
enhanced learning resourcesi santi cipated to improvethelearning environment and better equip students
for afuturedriven by technol ogy.

Quality Assuranceand Accreditation: Ensuring thequality of education isaparamount concern
addressed by the NEP. The palicy places significant importance on robust accreditation processesto
eval uate and benchmark the performance of higher education indtitutions. Accreditation agenciesplay
apivotd rolein ng variousaspects, including curriculum des gn, teaching methodol ogies, research
output, and infrastructure. Thisquality assurance mechanism aimsto uphold high standardsin education
ddivery and provide students with the assurance of receiving aval uableand rel evant education.

Inclusive Education and Equity: The NEP placesaheavy emphasisoninclusive educationwith the
goal of bridging participation and access gaps across various demographic groups. Through the
implementation of focused projectsto aid vulnerableand underrepresented communities, it addresses
concernsof social and economic equity. The strategy aimsto develop amoreinclusiveand equitable
higher educati on system by guaranteai ng that educationisavail ableto everyone, regardless of background
or circumstances.

Environmental Education and Sustainability: The NEP embracesenvironmenta educationasa
crucid part of higher educati on becauseit recognizesthefundamenta roleof environmentd stewardship.
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It coversawide range of subjects, including aswaste management, biodiversity preservation, and
sustai nable development. The objective of the strategy isto devel op graduateswho areknowledgeable
about sustainabl e practicesand prepared to tackle urgent environmenta concerns. Thisisaccomplished
by teaching knowledgeandingtilling afegling of environmenta responsibility.

n  Engagingwith Industry and Community: The NEP promotes strong connectionsand collaborations
between higher educationingtitutionsand locd businessesand communities. Thisproactiveinvolvement
cultivatesre ationshi psthat are advantageousto both parties, making it possiblefor sudentsto participate
in cooperativeresearch projects, internships, and experientia learning opportunities. Ingtitutionseducate
studentsfor thedemands of the professional world andincreasetheir employability by involving them
directly inred-world gpplicationsof their studies.

0) Srengthening Teacher Education: NEP 2020 sets aheavy emphasisonimproving the quality of
teacher education programs becauseit recognizesthecrucia rolethat educatorsplay in determining
the standard of education. It demandsthorough pre-service and in-servicetraining for educators,
ensuring that they arewe l-versed in the most recent educationd strategies, aswell asintheir respective
fieldsand socioemotional competencies. The strategy seekstoimproveinstruction overall by funding
instructors’ professional growth, which would ultimately benefit students and the educational system as
awhole.

Comparison: NEP 1986 vs. NEP 2020
Objectivesand Goals

The need to address the ongoing issues with the Indian educational system served asthe primary
impetusfor the New Education Policy of 1986. Itsmain goa swereto make education accessibleto everyone,
removeinequalitiesineducationd possihilities, and raisethe standard of educationasawhole. Inorder togive
every kid theskillsnecessary for bothindividual and societal progress, NEP 1986 aspired to promoteamore
diverseand equal educational environment.

The New Education Policy of 2020, in contrast, acknowledgesthe changing needs of aworld that is
changing quickly while building on thefoundations set by its predecessor. Itsgoal sincludeacomprehensive
overhaul of educationwith afocuson thegrowth of creativity, critical thinking, and problem-solving abilities.
In order to ensure that education not only conveys knowledge but aso develops well-rounded persons
capabl e of adjusting to adynamic globa environment, NEP 2020 aimsto educate studentsfor the challenges
of the21st century.

Sructural Reforms

TheNEP 1986 sructurd changesmadeas gnificant contribution to thetransformation of theeducationa
sector. Thedevelopment of NavodayaVidyd ayato ddiver high-qudity educationinrurd regions, theadoption
of the 10+2+3 system, and astronger focus on teacher preparati on programswerenotableinitiatives. These
changes attempted to devel op auniform and easily accessible framework for education delivery throughout
thenation.

NEP 2020 presents afresh round of structural changesthat are motivated by current educational
needs. With an early emphasison foundationd |earning, the policy supportsaswitchto a5+3+3+4 system. It
places astrong emphasison combining academic study with vocationd training so that studentscan explorea
wider range of topics. Additionally, the establishment of the Higher Education Commission of India(HECI),
which amstoimprovethe standard and applicability of higher education, representsasubstantial changein
theregulatory system.

Curriculum and Pedagogy

NEP 1986 devel oped acontent-centric strategy, concentrating on fundamental subjectsand following
aset curriculum. Reflecting the educationa paradigmsof the period, thefocuswas placed on the mastering of
October to December 2023 www.shodhsamagam.com Impact Factor

ADouble-blind, Peer-reviewed and Referred, Quarterly, Multidiciplinary and _
Multilingual Research Journal SJIF (2023): 7.906

1279



. Amit Kumar Dubey
ISSN : 2581-6918 (E), 2582-1792 (P)
Year-06, Volume-06, |ssue-04 SHODH SAMAGAM Page No. 1275 - 1281

fundamentd knowledgeacrossdisciplines. Thecurriculumwascrested to give Sudentsathorough understanding
of important topicswhile preparing them for future specidization.

NEP 2020, in contrast, envisionsacompetency-based curriculum that prioritizescriticd thinking and
experientia learning. It promotes amore adaptable, |earner-centred methodol ogy that enables studentsto
delvefarther intotheir areasof interest and acquireawider rangeof skills. Thedrategy supportsamultidisciplinary
gpproach becauseit understandsthat combining severd disciplines|eadsto education that ismorecomprehensive
andflexible

Technology Integration

Given thestate of technol ogy at thetime, technol ogy integration was not given much attentionin NEP
1986. The strategy was devel oped at atime when technol ogy accesswasrestricted and itsapplicationin
educationwasstill developing.

Therevolutionary potentia of technology in education isacknowledged by NEP 2020. It promotesthe
extensveuseof technol ogy in the processes of teaching and learning. The policy acknowledgeshow technology
may support individualized instruction, give studentsaccessto amultitude of learning materials, and get them
ready for the demandsof thedigita age.

To sum up, the comparison between NEP 1986 and NEP 2020 highlightsthe continuousevol ution of
Indian educationa policy. In contrast to NEP 1986, which established the framework for equal accessand
standardized education, NEP 2020 addresses the needs of acontinuoudly shifting global environment. It
emphasizescritica thinking, adaptability, and holistic devel opment more, reflecting thedemandsof thetwenty-
first century. Additionally, NEP 2020 embracestechnology asacrucia component of education, redizingits
ability toimprove student learning outcomesand get them ready for adigita future.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the New Education Policy (NEP) of 2020 representsacritical turning point inthe history
of higher educationin India. Thesystem will be completely overhauled according toitsmultifaceted strategy,
whichwill guideit toward afuturemarked by adaptability, inclusivity, and technology integration. Thisresearch
articlehasmadean effort to illuminate the tremendous effects that NEP 2020 i s poi sed to have on colleges
and universitiescountrywide by carefully examiningitsmany aspects. NEP 2020 laysforth anambitiousvision
for thefutureof higher educationin India, from thereformation of regul atory organi zationsto theemphasison
research and innovation, from theintegrati on of technol ogy to the promotion of environmenta education.

Additiondly, the comparison of NEP1986 and NEP 2020 highlightsthe continuousevol ution of Indian
educational policy. While NEP 1986 set the groundwork for uniform accessto education, NEP 2020 better
fitstheneedsof aworld that ischanging quickly. In order to meet the demandsof thetwenty-first century, it
placesahigh priority on critical thinking, flexibility, and holistic growth. NEP 2020 a so acknowledgesthe
critical roletechnology playsin education, maximizingits potential toimprovelearning outcomesand get
studentsready for afuture driven by technology. Overal, NEP 2020 stands out asarevol utionary force that
hasthe power to influence higher education in Indiafor many yearsto come.
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