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ABSTRACT

This article aims to study Vishram Bedekar’s
novel Ranaangan with the objective of examining
the effects of anti-Semitismin Germany and inthe
rest of the world. The effects examined are from
the diegetic world of the novel. However, as the
novel issituated in thetraumatic historical episode
of Second Wor|d War, an attempt to find the source,
of the mentioned effects, in the history will be
made. Thus, the source of typology of the
misfortunes presented in the novel will be found
outside the novel itself. An attempt will also be
made to see the existence of any possibility of
reconciliation between theindividual belonging to
enemy countries despite being friends in their
personal life.

KEYWORDS
Anti-Semitism, Historical Fiction,
Ranaangan, Extermination, Conflict, Violence.

INTRODUCTION

Violence against German Jews during Second
World War and their subsequent sufferingshavebeen
depicted by many literary figures. Although Indiawas
hardly direct witnessof theviolenceagaing the German
Jews, literatures of Indiado not fail to demonstrate
their empathy towardsthe victims of violence and
extermination. Marathi literatureisno exception. In
thisarticle, | proposeto study thetheme of violence
towards Jews as presented in Marathi novel
Ranaangan (1939) by Vishram Bedekar. Not only
the story of the novel takes place on the eve of the
Second World War but itsvery publicationisduring
the same period. This novel depicts the social
conditionsof German Jews, not only inside Germany
but also out of it. It is often noticed the violence
depicted isintheform of physical torcher of which
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the sourceisoutsidethevictims. Itisto problematize that whether violence can be reducedto its physical

aspect. Thisarticleattemptsto study theviolence dueto the external conflict that the Jewswerefacing. The
term “external conflict’ is suggestive of the violence against the Jews due to anti-Semitism. However, as said

earlier that it would beinappropriateto reduceviolenceto the conflictsintheexternd world, thisarticlewould
also take into account the inner conflict of the individuals. The term ‘inner conflict’ attempts to depict the
conflict withini.e.insidethemind of theindividuals. Thus not only physical aspect of theviolencewill be
discussed but al so traumatic psychol ogical violencewill dso beexaminedinthearticle. Both these aspectsof
theviolenceare seeninthecharacter of Hertha, an exterminated Jewish woman during the War. Yashodhara
MaitraDeshpande, tranglator of Ranaangan, tellsusin her trand ation Battleground that she sees severd

kind of conflictsinthenovel.! These conflictsarevery violent.. The hatred against the Jewsdoes not alow
love between Herthaand Chakradhar, another character inthe novel, to bloom despitethefact that thislatter
character isIndian and has hardly to do with anti-Semitism. Thisallowsequally to study the position of India
vis-a-visanti-Semitism. Thesocio-political disorder duringtheWar dlowsusto demonstrateand provethe
impossibility of the convergenceor reconciliationintheconflictud situation aspresented inthenove. With the
objectiveof studyingthe socio-palitical sentiment towards Jewsduring the period of thewar inthered world
aswell asinthediegeticworld of thenove | proposeto dividethisarticleintwo partsviz. 1. Externd conflict
: Originof violence, 2. Inner Conflict : Imprisonment and Liberation

M ethodology

The methodol ogy we would be using is adescriptive method wherein the documents and books on
history would bereferred to understand the conditionsin the external world during the period of the War.
Then | proposeto | ocate such conditionsin the diegetic world of thenovel. Thetypol ogy of thefictiona world
asfoundin novel hasto befound outsideit inthereal world. Consequently, thefirst part of the article shall
attempt to examinethe anti-Semitism in Germany and the conflict and violence caused by the War. The
second part shall discussthe criseswhich the Jews encountered in the face of anti-Semitism. Thispart shall
also takeinto account the life of the Jewish character, Hertha, asdepicted inthe novel. Thispart isalso
proposed to discussthe socio-political conditionsin Indiawhich play aroleof catalyst in the death of the
Jewish character thereby reinforcing theimpossibility of reconciliation as discussed in theintroduction. It will
be noticed that thisimpossibility is confirmed vigorously dueto the denia for refugeto Herthain India

External Conflict : Origins of Violence

One of the main traumeatic events of the Second World War includesthe extermination of Jewsfrom
Germany forced by theideol ogy of anti-Semitism. Hitler reached the height of cruelty withtheHolocaust. The
genesisof theideaof anti-Semitism can betraced back to the period of Jesus Christ when the Jewswere
blamed and held responsiblefor killing him. Sincethen, the Jewswere persecuted under the Christian rulefor
not accepting thedominant religioni.e. Christianity. IntheMiddleAgesthe church took over thetask of giving
anti-Jewish ‘sermons’ where it can be arguably noticed that the Jewish were considered as devil as writes
Danid Jonah Goldhagen.

(...) as it gradually developed by the thirteenth century to the point where the Jew became
synonymous with the Devil. (...) the church disseminated through its representatives, its bishops,
and most important its parish priest, itsviews of Jews, creating a universal and relatively uniform,
pan-European cognition about Jews, in which the Jews were, as creatures of the Devil, considered
to be barely human, if human at all.?

Such hatred continuesto incite the expulsion of Jewsfrom Europe during Second World War. The
novel Ranaangan (Trans. Battleground) presents Jewish lives in the face of this extermination. “And then all
hell brokeloose! Our homeswere destroyed, our dreams reduced to dust. Contempt, insults, torture and
oppression —all heaped mercilessly on us.”?, says Hertha, the Jewish protagoni st of the novel andthevictim
of theviolencedueto anti-Semitism. Anti-Semitic Germanswereto befoundin dl thestrataof thesociety. A
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guestion arisesherethat how thishatred agai nst the Jews spread that the entire non-Jewi sh popul ation began
to drivethe Jewsout of the country, began to torture them and evento kill them which Bedekar depictsmore
or lessexplicitly in hisnove. For minima understanding, it would sufficeto understand that the Jewsbel onged
to ‘non-Christian’ religion and ‘non-German’ nationality. This dual feeling seemed to have created a sentiment
that Judaismisathresat to Christian religion and that it doesnot constituteamora code of German culture. The
fusion of Christianity and nationalism resulted in the concept that Christianity is indispensable to ‘Germanism’
According to Goldhagen, this fusion of Christianity and Germanism allied with the concept of ‘race’ and thus
was born Jewi shrace as opposed to Germans. Consequently, by opposition to Germans, Jewswere defined
as “anti-Germans’. This fabricated dichotomy is largely responsible for racial prejudice from which springs an
aspect of external conflict and social injusticesthat wereinflicted on the Jews. Vishram Bedekar makesa
representation of this idea as expressed by one of his Jewish characters in the novel, “I call myself a German.
Germany ismy fatherland. Deutsch is my mother tongue. But Germany does not recognise me asher son. |
am aJew.”* Bedekar showsvariousformsof socid injusticesin hisnovel. To citeexamples, he depictsthe
conditionswhere public placeswere closed to Jews and they wereforbidden to usethem. History showsthat
they werevery strategically driven out of politica, sociad, economic and culturd lifeof Germany. A citation
from the novel would illustrate the argument. “(...) Later this became part of their experience. People stared
at them, pointed rudefingerswherever they went. Jewsweresummarily dismissed fromtheir jobs. How could
they survive? Wherecould they live? No onewoul d rent gpartmentsto them. Where could they eat? Restaurants
and cafes refused them service. Entertainment theatres displayed “Closed to Jew” notices.” With Hitler’s rise
to power began the episodes of mass killing of Jews. Hitler planned “the final solution’ for ‘the Jewish
problem’ which he demonstrated in Holocaust. The reply of “‘why’ such hatred would not be difficult to trace
aspoint out learned critics Eric Dunning and Mennd Stephen. They write,
The question why, in 1939, the path was taken to the murdering of all Jews is (...) not difficult

to answer. The decision itself and itsimplementation followed directly froma central doctrine of

theNaz belief-system. Hitler and hisfollowershad never made a secret of their total and irrevocable

enmity towards the Jews or of their wish to destroy them. It is not surprising that, when the risk

no longer seems too great, they finally began to translate their destruction wish into fact.®

If we see the violence in the order — racial hatred, politics of isolation, politics of extermination and
finally holocaust — we can understand its growing intensity. The story of Ranaangan revolvesaround the
politics of extermination —as the novel appeared in 1939 and the Holocaust had yet not taken place. It seems
that Bedekar chosethe epi sodes of extermination to demonstratetheintensity of theviolenceand conflictin
the outer (outer to Germany) world aswell. Thestory of the novel takesplacein ship called \iesuviuswhich
isvoyaging from Genoato Shanghai. Bedekar uses athematic device of voyageto explorethe conditions of
German Jewsin therest of theworld which alows him to emphasis on the conflict that ishappening inthe
external world. This violence, following Hitler’s ambition, crossed the geographical borders of Germany and
over the time took the form of the Second World War. Not only Germany but indeed the whole globe
contributesto thisbloody atrocity whose center becomes Europe. Oneof the sourcesof thiscontributionlies
inthe political grudges between countries. Most of the countrieswere then under European col oni zation
because of which, and more or lessfor their owninterest, they had to participateinthisglobal conflict. Onthe
one hand we had Hitler who was determined to ‘reform’ the globe from a racial point of view as the quote
below will clarify, on the other the allied countries were responsible for demolishing his inhuman ambitions. “It
wasinthisbook [Men Kampf] that Hitler madetheominousrevelation of hisfutureintentionsof racialy re-
shaping Germany and, eventually the whole globe.””, writes historian Milan Hauner.

Theracid conflict had therefore becomethegloba conflict. Hitler eventudly triestoredizehisintentions
with the instrument of “the final solution”. He not only carries out the extermination and slaughter of the Jews
inside Germany but a so tormentsthem everywherein the regions under German occupation and under the
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control of the Axis-powers. The use of the ‘voyage’ and voyageurs-characters from different part of the
world allow Bedekar to portray the socio-politica violent situationsin the different corners of theworld.
Violenceisevoked as soon asthenove begins. The gloomy ambiance of death and destruction already adds
to the meaning of thetitle Ranaangan. The destruction dueto the First World War allowsthereadersto
situatethemselvesin the narrative content of the novel. The author goesonto describein short the social
conditionsin Italy, England and France. Readersfind referencesto Hitler, Mussolini, Italian conquest of
Ethiopia and to its recognition by Hitler on the basis of racial ‘inferiority’ of Ethiopians. Bedekar depicts all
these conditions in short excerpts. Here is cited an example, “A sylvian landscape but disfiguring billboards
everywhere, with messages bearing Mussolini’s signature. When people met they raised their hands in the
fascist salute. (...) In England, in France and amongst other Allies the profiteers had done the same as the
Jews had in Germany.”® Wethusfind conflict and violence not only inside Germany but al over the planet.
Everywherethereisonly Ranaanganand hatred as the dialogue from the novel tells us, “Today the English
hate the Irish, the Germans hate the Jews.”® Bedekar depictsthe episode of Port Said, the door to the East,
where Jewsareforbidden to land. This episode highlightsthe misfortune of German Jews caused by the
dudity of their identity. Thereisnorefugefor them in thecountries associated to Germany becausethey were
Jawsand thereisno refuge equaly inthealied countries becausethey are Germans. For example, English
officialswho used to train Egyptian army, watched theindividual s so that no German could enter Egypt.
Bedekar takesinto account thisviolent treatment received by German Jews during layover halt at the Port
Sad. Thefollowingcitationillustratesthistreatment.
He turned to her. “British passport, Madam?”* (...) ““l am sorry, you are not permitted to land
on these shores™ (...) “German Jews are not allowed on these shores”1°

Theauthor equally evoked theviolent communal conflict between theArabsand the Jewsfor Paestine.
Bedekar thusgivesto hisnovd different shades of conflictsand violence. Jewsarenot alowed to land on any
piece of land. Thisleavesthem in the closed space of the ship Vlesuvius wandering for refuge on land.
However, they do not get any and this makes Herthatakerefugein water, in the ocean. Shecommitssuicide
torn by psychological torcher, her inner conflict, and thus find her *country’.

Inner Conflict: Imprisonment and Liberation

Thispart of thearticleintendsto encompassthe mental anguish caused to the Jewsby the Situation that
they werefacing. For example, Herthaistorn between the choice of the need of money to saveher sonand
her own virtue. Thewish andinability imposed by anti-Semitism to accomplish that wish areoften brought in
confrontationinthenovel. The anti-Semitism in Germany not only tortured the Jews physically but also
economically. “You are not allowed to take anything out of Germany. Remember that! No money, no jewellery,
no gold!* Thisadded to their mental anguish and sufferings. The Jewish Germans of Ranaangan therefore
face economic crisesduring their extermination. Chakradhar on hisjourney to Indiaencounters German Jew
whose property is confiscated by the German government under the pretext of the demands of the War.
Among these characters, the condition of Louis” mother seems to be the most pathetic. The iliness of her child
puts her in mental anguish and forces her to trade her body with Bharwani. She needsthe money to get him
vaccinated against choleraand smallpox in order to disembark in Shanghai. The fear of her child’s illness tears
her between two contradictory demands, her virtue and her child’s life.

When Louis becameill, hismother got the fright of her life. She had a sick child! Not a penny

in her pocket! No oneto lean on. What if Louis got sick in Shanghai? When a simple inoculation
cost a pound, how would she pay for his treatment? Could she do what Martha had done? She
was faced with two impossible choices. Her virtue? Or her son’s life.*?

However, the author does not tell uswhat happensto the child. Only onereason can be seenfor this
dlence. Thisreasonliesinthefact that theauthor hasno answersfor thesocia questionsheraisesin hisnovel.
Heremainsslent and leavesit to the readersto draw the conclusionsor find the sol utions. Heintroduces us
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to another character, Keitdl, whoistryingtolearn Englishto makealiving in Shanghai. Thelanguagebarrier
causeshim problemsin theface of which hefindshimsdf inthetrap of menta agony. Forced by hope, hetries
to find hisshelter by studying the map of theworld.
You are so right! But did you notice that my pencil does not move towards Europe? | study
this map every day. Many of us play this game. | look at each new country, every new port, new
city. | read their names and wonder. Could we go there? Earn a living? Make a home there?*3

Thishopegiveshim areasonto laugh from thebottom of hisheart. In himwediscover acharacter who
knows no happiness after the anti-Jewish policy had begunto take on its color. However, hislaughter lasts
only afew daysashishope of learning English fadesafter hismentor, Chakradhar, disesmbarksinIndia. This
stop to Indiaisthelast beforethe ships destination to Shanghai. Consequently, it hastensthetotal 1oss of
amost all Jewsand rendersindiaacatayst of their doom. The manifestation of theloss of hope of finding
shelter is also demonstrated in the anguish of Martha’s mother. This endless quest leaves them with only one
desire, which Martha’s mother manifests in the following cited dialogue. ““You asked me where I want to live?
| am now tired of everything. | have only one desire left. To die and to be buried in Palestine, the Holy
Land.”** The search for shelter, happinessand loveimplicitly becomesthe search for death. However, the
author doesnot focuson thelifeand crises of the secondary characters. Onthe other hand, he centersall the
complexity of thesecrisesinthe character of Herthawhoseimplicit quest for death isaccomplished after the
separation from Chakradhar. We seethat all the Jews on the boat face misfortune. Bedekar usesinternal
focalization through the character of Chakradhar to portray these characters. Chakradhar has akind of
prejudice against the Germans. Nevertheless, he only understands their crises after meeting Hertha. Hertha’s
metaphorical imprisonment on the ship extends her achanceto enjoy few momentsof happinessby thevirtue
of love, dthough short lived, between her and Chakradhar. However, her separation from Chakradhar dueto
India’s policy of not allowing the Jews to land in India plays a role of catalyst in her death. It seems that the
death becomes Hertha’s liberator from all the misfortune that she faces.

I propose now to very briefly examine the situation in India during that period as far as India’s policy
towardsthe Jewsis concerned. Thisisto seehow thenoveist portray the socio-historical situationin India.
For this, it would be relevant to understand Hitler’s words and his take vis-a-visthe British colonid rulein
India

Shoot Gandhi, and if this doesn’t suffice to reduce them to submission, shoot a dozen leading

members of Congress; and if that doesn’t suffice, shoot 200 and so on until order is established.
You will see how quickly they will collapse as soon asyou makeit clear that you mean business.®

Thisiswhat Hitler advised Lord Irwinwho wasthe British Foreign Secretary at thetime. Thesewords
of Hitler show that he was pro-Raj. In fact, Hitler’s strategy seems very ambiguous in relation to India and the
British occupation of India. Although England was hostile to Hitler’s policies, he tried to justify and advocate
British colonization in order to gain the England’s favor. He also criticizes the British administration for tolerating
disorder and civil disobedienceinIndia Hegivestheadvice (theabovecitation) so that the British adminigtration
canmanagetorestoresocid order inIndia According to him, thisadministration waswasting time by negotiating
with the ‘Asian jugglers’ who were objects of aversion. This complex position is difficult to understand. On
the one handin Europe hewas preparing to go to war against England, ontheother inIndiahewas against the
anti-colonial movements. The root cause of Hitler’s ambiguous attitude towards England can be seenin his
desireto make England an aly of Germany. Furthermore, hisracid ideology seemsto have prompted himto
support Englandfor itscolonid ruleinIndia. Thefollowing citation exemplifieshisracid strategy with England
inrelaiontolndia

As a man of Germanic blood, would in spite of everything, rather see India under English

rule than any other.
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Ontheother hand, the geographicd location of Indiawould facilitate the creation of atranscontinental
route free of Anglo-Saxon control if ever Germany managed to dominate al of Europe. That iswhy hehas
Nazi propagandaspread in India, athough it doesnot gain strength. Secondly, centrd tothis propagandawas
Hitler’s fear that India would be the largest reservoir of manpower that England could use against Germany.
Asfar asthesituationinsideIndiaisconcerned, it was explicitly neither anti-German nor anti-English. The
population was divided following the separation of Gandhi and Subashchandra Bose. Bose advocated “direct
action’ against the Raj in India and aspired support and help from the Axis-Powers. This strategy of Bose is
difficult to understand as it would explicitly lead to the acceptance of Hitler’s racial strategy. Bose, although
knowing that Hitler saw the Indians asthe popul ation of anon-Aryan race, wanted Nazi Germany to help
Indiaagainst England which, according to Hitler, isaNordic race. Although Bosewas hostileto racist Nazi
policies, hisyearningfor fascist ad overshadowed thishostility. Thereasonfor help from Nazi policiesmay lie
intheardor nationaism but at thesametimeit cannot beignored that Boserefused to giverefugeto the Jews
inindia

It isinteresting to note that Bose, in spite of his outspoken criticism of Naz racist practices

against the Asians, refused to support the Congress motion in favour of Jews seeking asylumin
India.t’

Inaddition, the Nazi propagandain Indiawas a ready there during the period of provincia € ection of
1937. Ultranationd istswho saw little efficacy in passiveresistance against Rg wereeasly accessiblefor Nazi
propagandawith which they wereimpressed. The acceptance of racid strategy by theultra-nationalist party
added totherefusal of asylumfor the Jews.

Germany’s solemn idea of the revival of the Aryan culture, the glorification of the Swastika,
her patronage of Vedic learning and the ardent championship of the tradition of Indo-Germanic
civilization are welcomed by the religious and sensible Hindus of India with a jubilant hope. (...)

I think that the Germany’s crusade against the enemies of Aryan culture will bring all the Aryan
nations of theworld to their senses and awaken the Indian Hindus for the restoration of their lost
glory.8

Bedekar triesto incorporatein hisnovel one such Indian ultranationalist character who threatensall

those who might want to change the name of “Hindustan’, the place of Hindus. Driven by the fear of dual
identity of the Jewsand Nazi propagandain India, the British administration closesthe doors of Indiafor the
Jewswhat the author showsusin Ranaangan. “Britain is at war with Germany. We were German citizens.
We carried German passports. We were the enemy! India was closed to us.”*

So wesee everyonein conflict more or lessexplicitly against the Jews. Inthistime of war, the Jews
serveasthe epitomeof misfortune. Theconflictisnot limited to Germany, to Europe, but it spreadsitsfireal
over the planet likethe plague. Thisplague attacksthe Jews and more atrocioudy, the German Jews. It leaves
them no shelter on the earth. They are “doomed” not to land anywhere on land as the official in Port said in the
novel says. Itisforbidden for all Jews, including Hertha, to enter any country because of the dual identity.
Surrounded by water they remain in aclosed space of Viesuvius. Towardsthe end wediscover that Hertha
findly findsrefugeinthewater. Torn by her own crisescaused moreor lessby theconflict intheoutsideworld
that we have already seen she drowns and finds her own liberation in theform of death. Indiabeginsto
experiment sucessfully asthecata yst for the death of Herthaas soon asVesuvius setssall after itslayover halt
in Bombay. Not only does India hastens Hertha’s death, but it also re-evokes the despair of other characters.
Thedisembarkment of all the Indian characterswho arefriendly towardsthe Jewsbegins misfortune of the
latter onesagain. After the departure of Viesuviusfrom Indiathereisnoreal story totell. Wecanonly learn
what happened to Herthathrough her lettersto Chakradhar. Theseletters manifest the aggravation of her
anguish in direct relation to the distance from India. Let’s try to take them into account.
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Sheonly writesthreelettersto Chakradhar during her trip from Bombay to Manila. Inthefirst, during
thetrip from Bombay to Colombo she speaks of theloss of enthusiasm of the other Jewish charactersand
evokesthe cause of therefusal of refugein India. She al so talks about the beginning of the Great War in
Europe. Bethisletter read with caution, it can befound that it speaks of the generaitieswhich revolvearound
the other Jewish characters, theWar and Nazism. However, in thisletter she seemsto have compared the
death shewould have had in Germany and her anguish after her separation from Chakradhar. The comparison
between desth and angui sh dready manifestsher will to perishinstead of suffering separation. Thisseparation
inIndiatherefore hastensher death. Indiathat separatesher from Chakradhar and that accel erates her degth.
When shelearnsof thearrival inIndiasheexpressesher will to dieinthefollowing manner.

She squeezed her mother’s lap about herself, in a desperate attempt to get back into the
safety of her mother’s womb. [...] She looked beseechingly at her mother as if she was saying,
“Mutti, you gave birth to me without knowing if | want to be born. Now take me back, keep me
safe. | can no longer bear this cruel world.?

However, her real mother can do nothing about it, and she had to find her refuge in the “mother” water
which freesher from her misfortunes, her crises and theworld in conflict. So we notice that the death of
Herthaistriggered by Germany and accel erated by India. Herthamakesthisjourney from her extermination
until her death. Thesetwo endsof thejourney revolvearound the axis of violenceand conflict caused dueto
anti-Semitiam.

CONCLUSION

Inthisarticle, an attempt is made to take into account the problemsfaced by the Jews dueto anti-
Semitic ideology. We discussed the world-in-conflict during the Second World War. For arriving to “particular’
from “general’, we have done a kind of case study of the fictional character of Hertha. To sum up, we have
studied the socia conditionswhichimpose obstaclesin theway of reconciliation and convergenceof the
destiny of two character who bel ong to the countries of opposing ideol ogieswhich wewanted to demonstrate
inthisarticlewiththehelp of thenovel Ranaangan. Thismakesusthink and study further that whether only
adverse socio-palitical conditionsare respons blefor thedevel opment of any relation, beit relation between
human beings or relation between nations, et cetera. We have seen that Herthais not only victim of adverse
socid conditionsbut also her owninner violent conflict. These crisesforcethetwo characters sometimesto
come closer and sometimesto get separated from each other. Hungarian philosopher, George Lukacstriesto
locate the source of instability and uncertainty of human behaviour. It seemsthat hefindsanswer in Hegelian
philosophy and tellsusthat the Hegelian philosophy seeshuman being asaproduct of his/her self, his/her
activity in history.? We need to ask ourselveswhether ahel plessindividual is capable of doing anythingin
such adverse conditions aswas anti-Semitismfor Jews. Thismakesusthink about the contribution of Hertha
towardsher own life and whether she could do anything toimproveit. Thethen socio-palitica conditionsdo
not alow ustoreply affirmatively and thus bringsin question the absurd hel plessness of human beings. Hertha
isvictimnot only of adverse socio-historical conditionswhich could not be overcomebut also sheisvictim of
theabsurd hel plessness. Thisfeding of being unableto help onesdf isequaly violent than that of the conditions
intheoutsideworld. Theviolence, bothinner and externa, makesthenove extremely tragic. Herthafindsthe
only solutionin Death and Chakradhar iscondemned to live hislifefilled with remorsewith hisincapacity to
act. Thebattlefield whichindicatesthetitle Ranaangan is actually more violent as it is one’s fight and conflict
with and for onesdlf.
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