Triveni Patd
Page No. 927 - 934

SHODH SAMAGAM

ISSN : 2581-6918 (Online), 2582-1792 (PRINT)

u 0
'.'.‘ "Q.'r
‘yf iq
; 2 v ®
— =

Socio- Palitical-Cultural Philosophy of Swami Vivekananda

Triveni Patel, Ph.D., Principa

Sanskriti Mahavidyaaya, MEU, Pamgarh, District- Janjgir Champa, Chhattisgarh, INDIA

ORIGINAL ARTICLE

Author
Triveni Patel, Ph.D.

shodhsamagaml@gmail.com

Receivedon :03/07/2023
Revised on
Acceptedon :10/07/2023

Plagiarism  :00% on 03/07/2023

)¢

Plagiarism Checker X - Report
Originality Assessment

0,
Overall Similarity: O A’

Date: Jul 3, 2023
Statistics: 0 words Plagiarized / 3353 Total words

Remarks: No similarity found, your document looks healthy.

July to September 2023

Multilingual Research Journal

www.shodhsamagam.com
ADouble-blind, Peer-reviewed and Referred, Quarterly, Multidiciplinary and

ABSTRACT

Swami Vivekananda was an Indian
philosopher and spiritual leader who was pivotal
in the Indian Independence Movement and the
spread of Hinduism to the West. He developed a
socio-political-cultural philosophy to unify India
and create a better world by transforming
individuals. At the core of his philosophy was the
idea of Viedanta, which he believed wasa universal
truth that could be found in all religions. He
thought that the individual must strive to
understand the inner self and realize the oneness
of all existence. He advocated for the
spiritualization of politics and the devel opment of
a society based on the principles of truth,
nonviolence, and social justice. Swami
Vivekananda’s socio-political-cultural philosophy
was deeply rooted in the Indian tradition and
culture. He believed India’s spiritual heritage could
solvethe problems of the modernworld. Heargued
that the caste system distorted the original Vedic
teachings and called for its eradication. He also
emphasized the importance of education and the
need for scientific and technological development.
Swami Vivekananda’s philosophy has profoundly
impacted Indian soci ety and culture. Histeachings
onindividual transformation, the spiritualization
of politics, and the unity of all religions have
influenced generations of thinkersand leaders. His
message of social justice, equality, and human
dignity inspires peopleworldwide.
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INTRODUCTION
Background I nfor mation on Swami Vivekananda

Swami Vivekanandawasborn Narendranath Dattain Kolkata, India, in 1863. Hewasadisciple of i
Ramakrishna, aHindu mystic and saint, and was deeply influenced by histeachings. Vivekanandawas
multifaceted and well-versed in philosophy, literature, and science. He was a champion of India’s spiritual
heritageand believed that it had the potentid to provide sol utionsto the problemsfacing the modern worl d.

In 1893, Swami Vivekanandarepresented Hinduism at theWorld Parliament of Religionsheldin Chicago,
where he delivered hisfamous speech that introduced Hinduism to the Western world. He established the
Ramakrishna Mission to promote India’s spiritual and cultural values. He also played a crucial role in the
Indian Independence M ovement and advocated social and economic reforms. Swami Vivekanandapassed
away in 1902, but histeachingsinspired peopleworldwide.

Importance of Swami Vivekananda’s Socio-political-cultural Philosophy

Swami Vivekananda’s socio-political-cultural philosophy has powerfully shaped Indian society and
culture. Histeachingson the unity of al religionsand the spiritudization of politicshaveinspired generationsof
thinkers and leaders. He emphasized individual transformation’s importance and believed it was the key to
creating abetter world.

Vivekananda’s philosophy also played a crucial role in the Indian Independence Movement. He believed
in the dignity and equality of al individuals and advocated for social and economic reforms. His
teachingseradi catingn of the caste system empowering women was ahead of histimeand continueto be
relevant today.

Furthermore, Swami Vivekananda’s philosophy has significantly impacted the global spiritual and
philosophical discourse. Hisideason Vedantaand the oneness of al existence haveinfluenced thinkersand
spiritua leadersworl dwide. Hismessage of socid justice, equaity, and human dignity remainsasource of
inspiration and guidancefor peopleof al backgrounds.

Pur pose of the Paper

This paper explores Swami Vivekananda’s socio-political-cultural philosophy and its relevance to
contemporary society. Thereport will examinehisteachingsonindividud transformation, the spiritudization
of politics, and the unity of all religions. It will also analyze his views on the caste system, women’s empowerment,
and socia and economic reforms.

The paper will provide an overview of Swami Vivekananda’s life and background, highlighting the key
eventsand influencesthat shaped hisphilosophy. It will also discusstheimpact of histeachingson Indian
society and culture and their relevanceto theglobal spiritual and philosophica discourse.

Through a critical analysis of Swami Vivekananda’s socio-political-cultural philosophy, the paper aims
to provideinsightsinto the potential of spirituality and cultureto addressthe challengesfacing themodern
world. Thereport will dso discussthelimitationsand criticismsof hisphilosophy, offering abaanced perspective
onitsstrengths and weaknesses.

Socio-Palitical-Cultural Philosophy of Swami Vivekananda
Swami Vivekananda’s Perspective on Society

Swami Vivekanandabdieved that society wasarefl ection of theinner state of individuds. Heemphasized
theimportance of individua transformation asthe key to creating abetter society. He believed that society
could betransformed through the spiritualization of politicsand the development of aculturebased onthe
principlesof truth, nonviolence, and socid justice.
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Vivekananda also believed that India’s spiritual heritage had the potential to provide solutions to the
problemsfacing themodernworld. Hecriticized the caste system asadistortion of theorigind Vedicteachings
and called for eradication. He also advocated for women’s empowerment and the masses’ education as a
meansof socia and economic upliftment.

Overall, Swami Vivekananda’s perspective on society was rooted in individual transformation and the
realization of theoneness of all existence. He believed asociety based on these principlescould createa
better world.

Swami Vivekananda’s Views on Politics

Swami Vivekanandabelieved that politics could beameans of spiritual expressionand socia service.
Heemphasized the need for the spirituaization of politics, where politicsisguided by spiritua principlessuch
astruth, nonviolence, and social justice. He believed that politics could be atool for social and economic
upliftment, but only if it wasguided by spiritud va ues.

Vivekananda criticized his time’s narrow-minded and self-serving politics and called for inclusive politics
that served the greater good. He believed that politics should be based on the principles of serviceand
sacrificeand that politicians should work towardsthewe fare of the peoplerather than their own sdlf-interest.

Overall, Swami Vivekananda’s political views were rooted in the idea that politics expresses one’s
spiritualitserveerving the greater good. He bdlieved that politics guided by spiritua vauescould bring about
socid and economicupliftment for dl.

Swami Vivekananda’s Cultural Philosophy

Swami Vivekananda’s cultural philosophy was based on the unity of all religions and the spiritualization
of culture. Hebdievedthat dl rdigionsweredifferent pathsto thesameultimateredity. They should berespected
and under such. He called for aspiritudity-based culture guided by truth, nonviolence, and socid justice.

Vivekanandaemphas zed theimportance of education and the devel opment of ahalistic understanding
of human nature. He believed that education should not only focus on intellectua development but also on
gpiritual and moral development.

Furthermore, Swami Vivekanandabelieved that culture should beinclusive and servethe greater good.
Hecriticized the narrow-minded and self-serving aspects of culture. Hecalled for aculturethat promoted the
welfareof al individuasand the betterment of society asawhole.

Swami Vivekananda’s cultural philosophy was grounded in spiritual unity and social service. He believed
that culture should be a means of expressing one’s spirituality and serving the greater good.

Swami Vivekananda’s Perspective on Society
Swami Vivekananda’s Thoughts on Social Reform

Swami Vivekanandawasastaunch advocate of socid reform. Hebelieved socid and economicreform
was necessary to create amorejust and equitable society. He criticized the caste system and called for its
eradication, emphasizingtheneed for socid equality andthedignity of al individuas.

Vivekananda also advocates women’s empowerment and the masses’ education masses. He believed
education wasthekey to socia and economic upliftment. It should be made availableto dl, regardless of
casteor gender.

Furthermore, Swami Vivekanandabelieved socia reform should beguided by spiritual principlessuch
astruth, nonviolence, and socid justice. He emphasized theimportance of individual transformation and
believed that socia change could only be brought about by adifferencein the heartsand mindsof individuals.
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Swami Vivekananda’s thoughts on social reform were rooted in social equality and individual transformation.
Hebelieved that social reform was necessary for the betterment of society and that it should be guided by
Spiritud principles.

Swami Vivekananda’s Views on the Caste System and Untouchability

Swami Vivekanandawasavocd critic of the caste system and untouchability in India. Hebelieved that
the caste system distorted the original Vedic teachings and had been used to justify social and economic
inequality. He called for the eradication of the caste system and the promotion of social equality.

Vivekanandabdieved that the practice of untouchability resulted from the caste system and wasaform
of discrimination that had no placein society. Heemphasi zed theneed for the socia and economic upliftment
of thelower castesand the empowerment of the oppressed.

Furthermore, Swami Vivekanandabelieved that education wasthekey to overcoming theevilsof the
caste system and untouchability. He advocated for the education of the masses, regardless of casteor geto
promotemoting socia equdity andindividua upliftment.

Swami Vivekananda’s views on the caste system and untouchability were rooted in social equality and
individua empowerment. He believed these practiceshad no placein ajust and equitable society and cdled
for their eradi cation through education and socia reform.

Swami Vivekananda’s Ideas on Education and its Impact on Society

Swami Vivekanandaemphasi zed theimportance of educationin creating ajust and equitable society.
Hebelieved that education should not only focusonintellectua devel opment but also on spiritual and moral
development.

Vivekanandabelieved educationwasthe key to socia and economic upliftment and should beavailable
todl, regardiessof casteor gender. He called for aholistic approach to education, which would promote the
development of thewhol e person.

Furthermore, Swami Vivekanandabelieved that education had the power to transform society. He
thought educated individuates are responsi bl efor serving the community and working towardsits betterment.
He believed that education should be used to promote social and economic equality and to empower the
oppressed.

Overall, Swami Vivekananda’s ideas on education were grounded in the belief that education could be
atoal for individuad and societd transformation. He believed that education could promotesocia and economic
upliftment and should be used to servethe greater good.

Swami Vivekananda’s Views on Politics
Swami Vivekananda’s Vision of a Just Society

Swami Vivekananda’s idea of a just society was rooted in social equality and individual empowerment.
Hebelieved that ajust society provided equal opportunitiesfor all, regardless of caste, gender, or socio-
economic status.

Vivekanandacalled for eradicating socid evilssuch asthe caste system, untouchability, and poverty.
Heemphasi zed the need for the socid and economi ¢ upliftment of thelower castes and the empowerment of
the oppressed.

Furthermore, Swami Vivekanandabelieved that ajust society promoted thewelfareof al individuas
and the betterment of society asawhole. He emphasi zed theimportance of spiritua and mora devel opment
in creating ajust and equitable society.
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Swami Vivekananda’s vision of a just society was grounded in social equality and individual empowerment.
Hebelieved that ajust society provided equality.

Swami Vivekananda’s Perspective on Democracy

Swami Vivedahad afavourableview of democracy and believed it wasthe best form of government
for promoting socia and economic equdity. He saw democracy asameansof giving power tothe peopleand
promotingtheir welfare,

However, Vivekanandabelieved that for democracy to beeffective, it needed to begrounded in spiritua
principlessuch astruth, nonviolence, and socid justice. These believtoividua s must be spiritualy avakened
to make sound and ethica decisionsfor the benefit of society.

Furthermore, Swami Vivekanandaemphasi zed thetoof education and empowerment of themassesto
ensurethe success of democracy. Hebelieved education wasthekey to creating aninformed and responsible
catizenry.

Emphasizednda’s perspective on democracy emphasized the importance of spirituality, education, and
socia justicein ensuringits successand promoting thewelfare of the people.

Swami Vivekananda’s ap Management Governance

Swami Vivekananda’s approach to governance was rooted in the principles of spiritualitmanagemental
justice. He believed that the purpose of government wasto promote thewelfare of the people and createa
just and equitable society.

Vivekanandaemphas zed theimportance of ethical and moral |eadership in governance. Hebelieved
leaders needed to be awakened and have a solid moral character to make decisions in the people’s best interest.

Furthermore, Swami Vivekanandabelieved that governance needed to be grounded in social and
economic equality principles. Hecalled for eradicating socid evilssuch asthe caste system and poverty and
emphasized theneed for the social and economic upliftment of the oppressed.

Overall, Swami Vivekananda’s approach to governance emphasized the importance of spiritual and
mora |eadership, socia and economic equality, and thewelfare of the people.

Swami Vivekananda’s Cultural Philosophy
Swami Vivekananda’s Concept of Indian Culture

Swami Vivekanandaviewed Indian culture asarich and diverse heritage that had the potential to
positively impact theworld. He believed that the essence of Indian culturelay initsspiritual core, which
stressed the unity of all beingsand the search for ultimatetruth. Vivekananda saw Indiaasaland of great
spiritudity and wisdom, and he urged hisfellow Indiansto embracetheir cultural heritageand strivefor self-
realization. He emphasi zed theimportance of tolerance and acceptance and encouraged peopleto respect
thedifferencesin cultureand bdiefs. According to Vivekananda, Indian culture had the power to bring peace
and harmony to theworld, and he believed that it was the responsibility of every Indian to preserveand
promotethisheritage.

Swami Vivekananda’s View on Cultural Pluralism

Swami Vivekanandastrongly advocated cultura pluralismand believed that al cultures should be
respected and gppreciated for their unique contributionsto theworld. Hergected theideaof cultura imperiaism
and thought that diversity wasessentia for the progressand growth of humanity. Vivekanandasaw cultural
differencesasopportunitiesfor learning and exchangerather than barriersto understanding. He believed that
al cultureshad something va uableto offer and that asoci ety that embraced cultural pluraismwould bemore
prosperousand morevibrant than onethat sought to homogenizeits popul ation. Vivekanandaemphasized the
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importance of tolerance, empathy, and mutua respect infostering apluraistic society where peoplefromal
backgrounds could coexist peacefully and work together towardsacommon godl.

Swami Vivekananda’s Ideas on the Role of Spirituality in Culture

Swami Vivekanandabelieved that spirituality wasthefoundation of cultureand played avitd rolein
shaping society. He saw spirituality asameans of achieving the ultimate goal of human existence- self-
redization - and believed it wasessentid for persona and societal transformation. According to Vivekananda,
spirituality wasnot limited to reigion but encompassed dl aspectsof life, including science, art, and literature.

Vivekanandabelieved that atruly spiritud culturefostered individual freedom, credtivity, and asense of
unity among al beings. He emphasi zed theimportance of spiritua education in developing mora character
and cultivating inner strength. Hebdieved aspiritually aware society would bemore compassionate, tol erant,
and just than onedriven purely by materiaistic pursuits.

Vivekananda’s ideas on the role of spirituality in culture continue to inspire people today. His emphasis
on thetransformative power of spirituality servesasareminder of theimportance of seeking meaning and
purposeinlife.

Swami Vivekananda’s Influence on Indian Society and Politics
Swami Vivekananda’s Impact on the Indian Independence Movement

Swami Vivekananda’s impact on the Indian independence movement was significant, as he inspired a
generation of Indian leaderstofight for freedom and independencefrom British colonid rule. Hisemphasison
theimportance of self-reliance, self-respect, and spiritual strength provided thefoundation for the Indian
national movement.

Vivekananda’s teachings on the unity of all beings and the need for tolerance and respect for diversity
served asaunifying forcefor Indiansof al religionsand castes. Heencouraged hisfdlow Indiansto take pride
intheir cultural heritage and to work towards socia and economic equality.

Many Indian leaders, including Mahatma Gandhi, were inspired by Vivekananda’s philosophy and his
call for a spiritual awakening in India. Vivekananda’s legacy inspires people in India and worldwide to work
towards socid justice, equality, and amorespiritually avare society.

Swami Vivekananda’s Influence on the Indian Education System

Swami Vivekanandahad asignificant impact on thendian education system, ashe bdievedthat education
should focus on the individual’s holistic development rather than just imparting knowledge and skills. He
emphasi zed theimportance of incorporating spirituality and moral valuesinto teaching and believed that
educati on should promote character development and inner strength.

Vivekananda’s emphasis on the importance of education for all, including women and those from lower
castes, helped to pavetheway for greater accessto educationin India Hea so believed intheimportance of
vocationd training and practica educationto help studentsdevel op skillsthat woul d enablethemto contribute
to society.

Vivekananda’s teachings on education continue to inspire educators in India and worldwide, and his
emphasison aholistic approach to educati on continuesto shape educationa phil osophiestoday.

Swami Vivekananda’s Legacy in Indian Politics and Society

Swami Vivekananda’s legacy in Indian politics and association is significant and far-reaching. His ideas
on spirituaity, socid justice, and education continueto influence Indian society and politics.

Vivekananda’s emphasis on the spiritual and moral development of individuals and leaders has influenced
Indian politics, with many leaders striving to embody hisideal sof ethical and moral leadership.
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Hiscall for socia and economic equality and eradicating socia evils such asthe caste system and
poverty remain relevant issuesin Indian soci ety today.

Furthermore, Swami Vivekananda’s vision of education as a means of individual and societal
transformati on remainsan essentia focusof Indian education palicy.

Swami Vivekananda’s legacy in Indian politics and society has promoted spiritual and moral values,
socid and economicequdity, and education for individual and societd transformation.

CONCLUSION
Summary of Swami Vivekananda’s Socio-political-cultural Philosophy

Swami Vivekananda’s philosophy was rooted in spirituality, social justice, and individual empowerment.
Hebelieved social and economic equality wasessentia for creating ajust and equitable society.

Vivekananda’s emphasis on eradicating social evils, such as the caste system and poverty and the need
for thesocid and economic upliftment of the oppressed have significantly impacted Indian society and palitics.

Furthermore, hisvision of education asameansof individua and societd transformation, groundedin
spiritual and mora values, hasinfluenced Indian education policy.

Swami Vivekananda’s philosophy emphasizes the importance of spiritual and moral development, social
and economic equality, education, and individua empowerment in creating ajust and equitable society. His
legacy continuesto influenceIndian cultureand politicstoday.

Relevance of Swami Vivekananda’s Philosophy in Contemporary Times

Swami Vivekananda’s philosophy remains relevant in modern times, particularly in India. His emphasis
onsocid judtice, individua empowerment, and education asameansof transformetion continueto besgnificant
issuesin Indian society and poalitics.

Furthermore, hiscdl for the spiritual and mora deve opment of individualsand leadersremainsvita in
anagewhereethical leadership isessential for thewell-being of society.

Histeachingson eradi cating socid evils, such asthe caste system and poverty, remainrelevant issuesin
contemporary Indian society.

Overall, Swami Vivekananda’s philosophy offers essential insights into the issues facing contemporary
Indian society and provides aframework for addressing theseissues. Hisideas continueto inspireand guide
individua sand leadersin Indiaand worldwide.

Final thoughtsand Recommendationsfor Future Research

In conclusion, Swami Vivekananda’s socio-political-cultural philosophy offers essential insights into the
issuesfacing contemporary Indian society and politics. Hisemphasis on spiritual and moral devel opment,
socia and economic equality, and education for individual and societa transformation remainsrel evant and
essentid.

Future research should explore the practical implications of Vivekananda’s philosophy in contemporary
Indian society and politics. Additionally, further investigation is needed to understand how Vivekananda’s
philosophy can beapplied in other cultura and political contexts.

Moreover, research can also explore the impact of Vivekananda’s philosophy on various social and
political movementsin Indiaand how it continuesto shape contemporary Indian society.

Overall, Swami Vivekananda’s philosophy remains relevant and significant, and further research can
hel p us better understand its practical implicationsin creating ajust and equitable society.
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