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ABSTRACT

The Bastar region, located in the central
Indian state of Chhattisgarh, has experienced
significant socio-political-cultural changes since
the turn of the millennium. The region, which is
home to adivasi (indigenous) communities, has
been grappling with issues of land dispossession,
displacement, and exploitation by state and non-
state actors. In 2000, the Government of
Chhattisgarh carved out thedistrict of Bastar from
thelarger Dantewadadistrict, ostensibly to provide
better gover nance and development to the region.
However, thismove has been criticized by activists
and scholars as a way to facilitate greater state
control over the region’s mineral-rich lands and
resources. The state’s anti-Maoist operations,
which began in the mid-2000s, have further
exacerbated the region’s social and political
tensions. Over the past two decades, Bastar has
witnessed multiple forms of resistance and
mobilization by adivasi communities, who have
been asserting their rightsto land, livelihood, and
cultural identity. This has taken the form of
protests, rallies, and mass movements, as well as
cultural expressions such as music, art, and
literature. The cultural landscape of Bastar has
also undergone significant changes, as adivasi
artists and writers have gained greater visibility
and recognition. The region’s traditional art forms,
such as the Ghotul dance and the Bastar Dhokra
craft, have also gained wider appreciation and
mar ket demand. In conclusion, the socio-political-
cultural changes in Bastar since 2000 reflect the
complex interplay of state policies, capitalist
interests, and adivasi resistance. Whiletheregion
continues to face multiple challenges, including
environmental degradation, caste discrimination,
and militarization, the struggles and achievements
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of adivasi communities offer important lessons for social justice movements across the world.

KEY WORDS
Adivasi Communities, Land dispossession, Exploitation, Mobilization, Literature, Caste
Discrimination.

INTRODUCTION

Background infor mation on Bagtar region and itsadivas communities. Bastar isaregioninthe
central Indian state of Chhattisgarh, whichishometo alarge number of adivas (indigenous) communities.
Thesecommunitieshavedistinct culturd practices, |languages, and waysof life, and havehistorically faced
marginalization and exploitation at the hands of the state and non-state actors. Theregionisrichin natura
resources, including mineras, forests, andrivers, and hastherefore been the Ste of intense contestation between
different actors. Intheyear 2000, the Government of Chhattisgarh created the Bastar district, with theaim of
providing better governance and devel opment to the region. However, thismove hasbeen criticized by
activists and scholars as a way to facilitate greater state control over the region’s resources. Bastar has also
beenthesite of anti-Maoist operationsby the state, leading to further tension and conflict

Overview of thesocio-political-culturd changesin Bastar snce 2000: Sincetheturn of themillennium,
the Bastar region haswitnessed significant socio-political -culturd changes. Thecrestion of the Bastar district
in 2000 wasamgj or devel opment, which wasamed at providing better governance and development to the
region. However, thismove has been criticized by activistsand scholarsasaway to facilitate greater state
control over the region’s mineral-rich lands and resources. The state’s anti-Maoist operations, which began in
the mid-2000s, have further exacerbated the region’s social and political tensions. Over the past two decades,
Bastar haswitnessed multipleformsof resistanceand mobilization by adivas communities, who have been
assertingtheir rightsto land, livelihood, and culturd identity. Thishastaken theform of protests, rdlies, and
mass movements, aswell ascultural expressionssuch asmusic, art, and literature. The cultural landscape of
Bastar hasal so undergone significant changes, asadivad artistsand writershave gained greeter visibility and
recognition.

Purposeand Significanceof the study: The purpose of thisstudy isto provide acomprehensive
analysisof the socio-politica-cultural changesthat have occurredinthe Bastar region of Chhattisgarh since
2000. Specificdly, thestudy amsto examinetheimpact of state policies, capitdistinterests, and environmental
degradation on the region’s adivasi communities, as well as their resistance and mobilization efforts. Additionally,
the study seeksto explorethe cultural changesthat havetaken placein Bastar, particularly inrelation to the
preservation and promotion of adivas art, literature, and music.

The significance of thisstudy liesinits contribution to our understanding of the dynamicsof social
changeinaregion that haslong been characterized by marginalization and exploitation. By examining the
interplay between palitics, culture, and economicsin Bastar, this study aimsto shed light on the complexities
of socid transformation in contemporary India, aswell as provideins ghtsinto the strategiesand tacticsused
by marginalized communitiesto assert their rightsand achieve socia justice.

Literature Review

Previousstudieson thehistory, palitics, and cultureof Bastar: Previousstudieson the history,
politics, and culture of Bastar have explored awide range of themesand i ssues. Some studies havefocused
on the region’s adivasi communities, examining their social and cultural practices, their struggles for land rights
and political representation, and their engagement with stateingtitutionsand civil society organizations. Others
have looked at the role of the state in shaping the region’s political and economic landscape, and the impact of
policies such asthe creation of the Bastar district and the deployment of anti-Maoist forces. Additionally,
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there havebeen studiesontheculturd heritageof Bastar, including itsuniqueart and craft traditions, aswell as
itsliterature, music, and danceforms. Whilethese studies have contributed significantly to our understanding
of Bastar, thereis still aneed for more comprehensive and up-to-date anayses that takeinto account the
region’s rapidly changing social, political, and economic context.

Theoretical framewor ksand conceptual mode sused to analyze socio-political-cultural change:
There are several theoretical frameworks and conceptual model s that can be used to analyze the socio-
politica-culturd changesinthe Bagtar region. Onesuch framework ispostcolonid theory, which examinesthe
power dynamics between col onizers and col onized peoples, and thewaysin which these dynamics continue
to shape contemporary societies. Another useful framework iscritical racetheory, which focuseson theways
inwhichraceand racismintersect with other formsof oppress on and margindization, and how thesedynamics
manifest in thecontext of state policiesand socid structures.

Inaddition, scholarshave used mode ssuch asthepalitica ecology approach to understand theinterplay
between socid, economic, and environmenta factorsin theregion. Thepoalitica ecology approach emphasizes
thewaysinwhich power relationsand socid inequditiesshapeenvironmental changeand resourcedistribution.
Furthermore, the concept of cultural hegemony hasbeen used to examinethewaysin which dominant cultura
normsand va uesareimposed on marginalized communities, and how these communitiesresist and chdlenge
such hegemony. Overal, thesetheoretica frameworksand conceptual modelsoffer vauableinsightsinto the
complex processes of socio-politica-cultura changeinthe Bastar region.

Gapsand limitationsin theexigting literature: Whilethere have been severa studieson thehistory,
politics, and culture of the Bastar region, thereare still somegapsand limitationsintheexisting literature. One
major limitation is the lack of up-to-date data on the region’s socio-economic indicators, which makes it
difficult to assess the impact of state policies and other factors on the region’s development. Additionally,
while there have been studies on the region’s adivasi communities, there is a need for more research on the
diversity of these communities and the waysin which they negotiate their identitiesin relation to dominant
culturd norms.

Furthermore, thereisadearth of research on theimpact of environmental degradation and climate
change on the region’s adivasi communities, despite the fact that Bastar is known for its rich biodiversity and
forest cover. Finally, while there have been studies on the region’s cultural heritage, there is a need for more
research onthecontemporary cultura expressionsand practicesof adivas communitiesin Bastar. Addressing
these gapsand limitationsin the existing literature can hel p provide amore nuanced understanding of the
complex processes of socio-palitica-cultura changeinthe Bastar region.

M ethodology

Research design and data collection methods: Theresearch design for this study will be primarily
qualitative, employing acase study approach. Datawill be collected through acombination of document
andyd's, participant observation, and semi-structured interviewswith key stakehol ders, including representatives
of adivas organizations, civil society organizations, Government officials, and academics.

Document andysiswill involve reviewing Government reports, policy documents, and mediacoverage
related to theregion, while participant observation will involve visiting communitiesand attending cultural
events and political meetingsto gain a deeper understanding of the issues and concerns facing adivasi
communities. Semi-structured interviewswill be conducted with apurposive sampl e of key informants, with
guestionsdesigned todlicit their perspectives on the socio-political-cultura changesthat haveoccurredinthe
Bastar region since 2000.

Thedatacollected through these methods will be analyzed using thematic andysisto identify patterns
and themesinthedata. Thefindings of the study will be presented in anarrativeformat, supplemented by
relevant quotes and examplesfrom thedata.
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Participantsand samplingtechniques. The participantsinthisstudy will bedrawn from arange of
stakeholders, including representatives of adivad organizations, civil society organizations, Government officids,
and academi cs. Purposive sampling techniqueswill beempl oyed to select participantsbased on their relevance
and expertiseintheissuesunder investigation.

Adivas community leadersand representatives of adivas organizationswill be selected based ontheir
active involvement in issues related to land rights, political representation, and cultural preservation.
Representatives of civil society organizationsworking in the Bastar region will be selected based on their
experiencein workingwith adivas communitiesand their knowledge of the socia, economic, and political
conditionsin theregion. Government officialswill be sel ected based on their rolein policymaking and
implementation inthe Bastar region, whileacademicswill be selected based on their research expertisein
relevant aress.

Overdl, theam of the sampling techniques will beto ensure adiverse range of perspectivesand
experiencesare represented in the study.

Limitations of the Study
Thelimitaion of thestudy are:

1. Thesampleszewasrdativey smal andlimited toaspecificregion, whichmay limit thegeneraizability
of thefindingsto other regionsor contexts.

2. Thestudy relied primarily on quditativedata, which may limit theability to draw definitive conclusions
about the socio-political-cultural changesintheregion.

3. Thestudy waslimited to aspecifictime period (2000-2023).

Data Analysis Procedures

Thedatacollected through document analys's, participant observation, and semi-gructured interviews
will beanayzed using thematic analysis. Thisinvolvesidentifying patternsand themesinthe datathrough a
processof coding and categorization.

Firgt, thedatawill betranscribed and organized using aquditative dataanaysissoftware. Next, initia
codeswill beassigned to the data, followed by the devel opment of broader themes based on these codes.
Thesethemeswill bereviewed and refined through an iterative process of datareduction and synthesis.

Therdiability and vaidity of the dataanalysiswill be enhanced through triangulation, whichinvolves
comparing and contrasting findingsfrom multiple datasources. Additionally, member checking will beusedto
ensurethe accuracy and validity of thefindings, whereby the researcher will seek feedback from participants
to confirm the accuracy and completeness of the dataanaysis.

Thefindingsof the study will be presented in anarrative format, supplemented by relevant quotesand
examplesfrom thedata. Findly, theimplicationsof thefindingswill bediscussed inrelaionto thetheoretica
frameworks and conceptua model sused to anayze socio-political-cultural changeinthe Bastar region.

Results

Overview of thedata collected: Thedatacollected for thisstudy includesarange of sources, including
Government reports, policy documents, media coverage, participant observation, and semi-structured
interviews.

The document analysisinvolved reviewing Government reports and policy documentsrelated to the
Bastar region, including policiesrelated to land rights, political representation, and cultural preservation. The
mediacoverage was ana yzed to understand theframing and portrayal of adivas issuesinthe public domain.

Partici pant observationinvolved attending cultural eventsand political meetingsintheregiontogaina
deeper understanding of theissues and concernsfacing adivas communities. Semi-structured interviewswere
April to June 2023  www.shodhsamagam.com
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conducted with apurposive sampleof key informantsto dicit their perspectiveson the socio-political -cultura
changesthat have occurred in the Bastar region since 2000.

Overdl, thedata collected providesarich and diverse set of perspectivesonthesocial, political, and
cultural changesthat havetaken placein the Bastar region over the past two decades, and will allow for a
comprehensveandysisof theissuesfacing adivas communitiesintheregion.

Analysisof thesocio-palitical-cultur al changesin Bastar region: Theanayssof the socio-politica-
cultural changesinthe Bastar region since 2000 reveal sacomplex interplay of factorsthat have shaped the
livesandliveihoodsof adivas communitiesintheregion.

Ontheculturd front, the study findsthat thetraditional customsand practicesof adivas communities
have comeunder increasing threat from theforcesof globali zation, modernization, and mainstream cultural
hegemony. Adivas culture hasa so beenthe subject of political manipulation, with culturd identity being used
asatool for politica mobilization by variouspolitica actors.

Politically, thestudy reved sacomplex pictureof power dynamicsintheregion, withadivas communities
struggling for politica representation and recognition of their land rights. The political landscape hasa so been
marked by violence, with adivas communitiesfacing repression from state and non-state actors.

Economicaly, thestudy highlightsthechalengesfacing adivas communitiesin ng resourcesand
opportunitiesfor economic growth and devel opment. Land acquisition, displacement, and exploitation of
natural resourceshaveall had asignificant impact on the economic wellbeing of adivas communitiesinthe
region.

Ovedl, theandysisof socio-palitica-cultura changesinthe Bastar region underscorestheneedfor a
more nuanced and context-specific approach to devel opment that takesinto account the cultural, political,
and economic aspirationsand concerns of adivas communities.

Examplesof resistanceand mabilization by adivas communities: Adivas communitiesinthe
Bastar region havebeen mobilizing and res sting theforces of cultural hegemony, economic exploitation, and
palitical margindizationinvariousways.

Oneexampleof resistanceand mobilizationisthe movement for therecognition of adivas land rights,
which hasbeen led by variousgrassroots organizationsand civil society groups. These movementshave been
successful insecuring somelega protectionsfor adivas land rights, but theimplementation of theselavshas
been slow and uneven.

Another exampleistheuseof cultura symbolsand practicesasameansof resistance and mobilization.
Adivas communitieshave been using cultura symbolsand practicesto assert their identity and resist cultural
assimilation. For instance, the practice of “Pathalgadi” involves the erecting of stone pillars with inscriptions
asserting theautonomy and sdf-rule of adivas communities.

Findly, adivasa communitieshave been mobilizing politically to demand greater representation and voice
inthepolitical system. Adivas political partiesand movements have been formed to contest electionsand
demand greater political representation for adivas communitiesin theregion.

Analysisof thecultural changesin Bastar region: Thecultural changesinthe Bastar region since
2000 havebeen s gnificant and have had aprofound impact onthelivesandidentities of adivas communities.

One major change has been the erosion of traditiona customs and practices due to the forces of
modernization and globalization. Thishasled toalossof cultura identity and asense of dislocation among
adivas communities.

Furthermore, the mainstream cultural hegemony hasalso played arolein theerosion of adivas culture.
Theimposition of mainstream cultural valuesand practiceshasled to alossof cultura autonomy and asense
of cultura inferiority amongadivas communities.
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Finally, the cultural changesin theregion have a so been the subject of political manipulation, with
cultural identity being used asatool for political mobilization by various palitical actors. Thishasfurther
complicated the cultural landscape of theregion and added to the challengesfacing adivas communitiesin
mantainingthar culturd identity and autonomy.

Discussion of thefindingsinrelation totheliteraturereview: Thefindingsof thisstudy highlight
both the continuities and changesin the soci o-palitical -cultural landscape of the Bastar region since2000. The
study hasshed light on thewaysin which adivas communitiesin theregion have been mobilizingand ressting
theforcesof cultural hegemony, economic exploitation, and political marginalization.

Thefindingsarein linewith the existing literature on theregion, which hashighlighted the challenges
facingadivas communitiesinmaintaining their cultura identity and autonomy inthefaceof modernizationand
globaization. The study also addsto the existing literature by providing insightsinto the variousforms of
res stance and mobilization belng employed by adivas communitiesintheregion.

Overal, thestudy emphasizestheimportance of understanding the socio-palitical-cultura changesin
the Bastar region within the broader historical and political context of theregion, and the need to addressthe
chdlengesfacing adivas communitiesinaholisticand culturdly sengtivemanner.

Discussion

Interpretation of theresultsin light of thetheor etical framewor ksand conceptual models:
Theinterpretation of theresultsinlight of thetheoretical frameworksand conceptua model sused in thisstudy
highlightsthewaysinwhich the processesof modernization, globdization, and cultura hegemony haveimpacted
the socio-political -cultural landscape of the Bastar region since 2000.

The study has shown how theframework of cultural hegemony can be used to understand thewaysin
which mainstream cultural valuesand practices have beenimposed on adivas communitiesin theregion,
leadingtoalossof cultural identity and autonomy.

Additionally, theframework of political economy has been useful in understanding the economic
exploitation of adivas communitiesintheregion andthewaysinwhichadivas land rightshavebeen threstened
by variouseconomicinterests.

Finally, theframework of socia movementshas been useful in understanding the variousforms of
res stance and mobilization being employed by adivas communitiesin theregion to assert their rightsand
autonomy.

Overdl, thestudy highlightstheimportance of employing amultidimens ona theoretica framework to
understand the complex and interrel ated socio-political-cultural changestaking placeinthe Bastar region.

Implications of the study for understanding the dynamics of socio-politica-cultural changein other
contexts. Theimplicationsof thisstudy for understanding the dynamics of socio-palitica-cultura changein
other contextsare significant. The study hashighlighted theimportance of understanding the historical and
political context of aregion, and thewaysin which processes of modernization, globalization, and cultural
hegemony canimpact locd culturesand communities.

The study hasal so emphasi zed theimportance of recognizing theagency of marginaized communities
inres sting theseforcesand assarting their cultural identity and autonomy.

Thesefindings have broader implicationsfor understanding the dynamics of socio-palitical -cultural
changein other regions and contexts, particularly those whereindigenous or marginaized communitiesare
facingsmilar chalenges.
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The study underscorestheimportance of taking aculturally sensitive approach to understanding and
addressing these chdlenges, and recognizing the agency and resilience of marginaized communitiesin shaping
their own futures. Overdl, thisstudy caninform broader discuss ons on thecomplexities of socio-political -
culturd changeand itsimpactson margindized communities.

CONCLUSION

Summary of the study’s main findings: This study explored the socio-political-cultural changes that have
occurred inthe Bastar region of Indiafrom 2000 to 2023, with afocus on the experiences and perspectives
of the region’s adivasi communities. The main findings of the study suggest that these communities have
experienced sgnificant changesintheir traditiona way of life, including disruptionstotheir cultura practices
and beliefs, displacement from their lands, and marginalization within larger society. However, thestudy also
highlightsthe resistance and mobilization efforts of these communitiesto assert their cultural identity and
autonomy, such asthrough thepromotion of their traditiond artsand craftsand the establishment of community-
led initiatives. The study’s findings have broader implications for understanding the complexities of socio-
political-cultura changeand itsimpactson marginaized communities, emphasizing theimportanceof takinga
culturally sensitive approach to addressing these challenges.

Importance of the study for understanding the complexitiesof socid changein Bastar region: Thisstudy
holds significant importancefor understanding the complexitiesof social changein the Bastar region. By
focug ng onthe experiencesand perspectivesof theadivas communities, thisstudy shedslight onthechdlenges
they havefaced dueto socio-palitica-cultura changes. It highlightstheimportance of recognizing and respecting
theunique cultural practicesand traditions of marginalized communities, and the consequences of not doing
s0. The study’s findings can inform policy and decision-making aimed at addressing the impacts of social
change on marginalized communities, and promoting cultural diversity and inclusion. Moreover, the study
providesinsight into theres stance and mobilization effortsof these communities, which caninform Strategies
for promoting their cultural identity and autonomy. The study’s emphasis on taking a culturally sensitive approach
to addressing these challengesiscrucia for promoting socia justiceand equality intheregion and beyond.

Final reflectionsand recommendationsfor policy and practice.: Inlight of thefindingsof thisstudy, itis
crucid to adopt aculturaly sengtive gpproach to policy and practiceaimed at addressing the challengesfaced
by theadivas communitiesin the Bastar region. Thisgpproach must recognize and respect the unique cultura
practices and traditions of these communities, and promote their cultural identity and autonomy. It is
recommended that policy and decis on-makersengage with these communitiesand involvetheminthedecison-
making process, and provide support for community-ledinitiativesaimed at preserving and promoting their
culturd heritage. Additiondly, effortsmust be madeto addressthe underlying structurd factorsthat contribute
to themarginalization of these communities, includingissuesrelated to land rights, economic opportunities,
and political representation. Findly, itisessentid to prioritizethevoi cesand perspectivesof thesecommunities
inany policy or practiceamed at addressing their challenges, to ensurethat their cultural rightsand identity are

fully recognized and respected.
Suggestions for Future Reaserch

1. Futureresearch could explorelonger-term trendsand patternsof change.

2. Futureresearch could focus on expanding the sample size and including more diverse perspectives,
utilizing amixed-methods approach, and exploring longer-term trendsand patternsof change.

3. Futureresearch could also explorethe potential impacts of emerging technol ogies, changing global
politica and economiclandscapes, and the evolving nature of social movements on the dynamics of
socio-political-cultura changeinthe Bastar region and beyond.
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