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ABSTRACT

William Golding’s novel “Lord of the Flies™
isastory about a group of British boyswho become
stranded on a deserted island and attempt to
establish their own society. The novel’s existential
vision is evident in the way the boys are forced to
confront the harsh realities of their situation and
theinherent savagery of human nature. One of the
key aspects of the existential vision inthe novel is
the absence of a clear moral framework or
authority figure. With no adults present, the boys
areleft to createtheir ownrulesand establishtheir
own values. However, this lack of external
guidance leadsto the emergence of dark impul ses
and the breakdown of order within the group. As
the boys struggle to survive, they are forced to
confront the reality that there may be no inherent
meaning or purpose to their existence. The
existential vision is also evident in the novel’s
exploration of the human psyche. The boys’
experiencesontheidand reveal thewaysinwhich
human beingsare shaped by their environment and
circumstances. The boys’ descent into savagery is
not solely a product of their individual natures,
but also a result of their isolation from society and
the comfortsof civilization. The novel suggeststhat
human beings are fundamentally malleable and
subject to change, for better or for worse. Another
key element of the existential vision in *““Lord of
the Flies™ is the way the novel explores the nature
of human relationships. The boys’ interactions with
one another reveal the complexitiesand challenges
of human connection. Despite their shared plight,
the boys struggle to communicate effectively and
often find themselves at odds with one another.
Thisisolation and inability to connect with others
is a central aspect of the existential experience.
Ultimately, the novel’s existential vision suggests
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that the human experience is defined by a fundamental sense of uncertainty and contingency. As the
boys struggle to survive and make sense of their situation, they are confronted with the reality that life
is unpredictable and often difficult to understand. However, the novel also suggests that there is a
certain beauty and resilience in the human experience, asthe boys are able to adapt and find meaning
in their shared struggle. In conclusion, William Golding’s ““Lord of the Flies™ is a powerful exploration
of the existential experience. The novel’s examination of the human psyche, relationships, and the
absence of clear moral authority underscores the ways in which human beings are shaped by their
circumstances and environment. The novel’s ultimately hopeful message suggests that, despite the
challenges and uncertainties of the human experience, there is a certain beauty and resilience in the

human spirit.
KEY WORDS
Existentialism, Freedom, Human Nature, Conformity, Morality, Responsibility.

In addition to the themes and elements mentioned above, the existential vision in “Lord of the Flies” is
also evident in the novel’s exploration of the concept of freedom. The boys are initially excited by the idea of
being freefrom the constraints of soci ety and the expectationsof adults. However, asthey struggleto survive
ontheidand, they quickly discover that freedomisnot assmpleor aseasy asthey had initialy believed. The
boys’ attempts to establish their own society are fraught with conflict and tension, as different boys push for
different valuesand priorities. Thisconflict highlightstheinherent tension betweenindividua freedom andthe
need for collectiveorder and socia structures.

Thenovd aso exploresthe concept of theabsurd, acentral e ement of theexistentialist philosophy. The
boysare confronted with asituation that isinherently absurd - they are stranded on an uninhabited idand with
no hopeof rescue or escape. Asthey struggleto survive and make sense of their situation, they areforced to
confront thefundamental absurdity of their existence. Thenove suggeststhat the human experienceisdefined
by aconstant struggleto find meaning inaworld that often ssemsnonsensical andirrationd.

Furthermore, the novel’s exploration of the role of violence and aggression in human nature speaks to
theexistentidist ideathat humansare capabl e of great good and greet evil.

The boys’ descent into savagery and violence underscores the idea that human nature is not inherently
good or evil, but rather acomplex interplay of individua psychology, socia structures, and environmental
factors. Thenovel suggeststhat violenceand aggression arenot simply theresult of individua pathology or
moral deficiency, but rather amanifestation of degper psychologica and societal forces.

The existential vision in “Lord of the Flies” is also evident in the novel’s exploration of the concept of
identity. Astheboysstruggleto establishtheir own soci ety, they areforced to confront questionsof individual
identity and group identity. The boys must negotiate their own desiresand needs with the expectationsand
valuesof thegroup. Thistension between individud identity and group i dentity highlightsthe complex nature
of the human experience, inwhichindividua desiresand impul sesare constantly mediated by larger socia
structuresand collectiveval ues.

The novel’s exploration of the limits of human knowledge and perception is also a central element of the
exigentid vison. Theboysareforced to navigateaworld that isunfamiliar and unpredictable, wheretherules
and expectationsof society nolonger apply. Asthey struggleto make senseof their situation, they areforced
to confront thelimitations of their own knowledge and understanding. The novel suggeststhat the human
experienceisdefined by aconstant struggleto understand theworld around us, and that thisstruggleis often
fraught with uncertainty and doult.
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The novel’s portrayal of the natural world also speaks to the existentialist idea of the human experience
asastruggleagainst theindifferent forces of nature. Theboysareforced to adapt to aworld that isindifferent
totheir desiresand needs, where survival isaconstant struggle against hunger, thirst, and exposure. This
struggle highlightsthe precariousness of the human condition, inwhich individua sare constantly confronted
withthepossibility of desth and thefragility of their own existence.

Another important aspect of the existential vision in “Lord of the Flies” is the theme of alienation.
Throughout thenovel, the boysare progressively aienated from each other and from theworld around them.
They arecut off from their families, from the structures of society, and fromthecomfortsof civilization. This
alienation highlightsthefundamental sense of isolation that characterizesthe human experience, inwhich
individualsare constantly searching for connection and meaningin aworld that can feel overwhelmingly
chaoticand uncertain.

Thenove dso exploresthe concept of respongbility, whichisacentra concern of existentidist philosophy.
Astheboysstruggleto surviveon theidand, they areforced to confront the consequences of their actionsand
decisions. They areconfronted with thereality of their own mortality and thefragility of humanlife. This
confrontation with responsbility underscoresthe existentialist ideathat individual smust takerespons bility for
their own lives and the world around them. The novel suggests that there are no easy answers or clear
solutionsto the challenges of the human experience, but rather aconstant need to confront difficult truthsand
makedifficult choices.

The novel’s exploration of the role of leadership and authority also speaks to the existentialist idea of
the strugglefor autonomy and self-determination. Theboys areforced to navigate the complex dynamics of
power andinfluence, asdifferent individua sviefor control and authority. Thisstruggle highlightsthetension
between individua autonomy and theneed for collectiveleadership and decison-making. Thenove suggests
that the human experienceis characterized by aconstant tension between the desire for freedom and self-
determination and the need for structureand order.

Furthermore, the novel’s examination of the relationship between reason and emotion isa central concern
of exigtentialist philosophy. The boysareforced to navigatethe complex interplay of reason and emotion as
they struggleto surviveontheidand. The nove suggeststhat human beingsarenot purely rationa creatures,
but rather complex beingswhose decisionsand actions areinfluenced by awiderange of factors, including
emotion, intuition, and desire.

Finally, the novel’s exploration of the nature of evil speaks to the existentialist concern with the fundamental
nature of humanity. The boys’ descent into savagery and violence highlights the potential for evil that exists
withinal human beings. Thisexploration of thedarker agpectsof human nature underscorestheexigtentiadist
ideathat individua smust confront the darker aspectsof their own psycheand takeresponsibility for their own
actions.

Another key aspect of the existential vision in “Lord of the Flies” is the theme of identity. The novel
exploresthequestion of what it meansto be human and to have asense of self inaworld that can be crud and
indifferent. Theboysareforced to confront thefragility of their own identitiesasthey struggleto surviveonthe
island. The breakdown of societal normsand structuresforcesthem to re-eval uate their own valuesand
beliefs, and to confront the darker aspects of their own psyche.

Thecharacter of Raph, in particular, embodi esthe struggle to maintain asense of identity and purpose
inaworld that can be chaotic and uncertain. Throughout the novel, he strugglesto maintain asense of order
and structure in the face of the boys’ descent into savagery and violence. He is forced to confront the darker
aspectsof hisown psyche, asheisdrawn into the violence and chaosthat surroundshim. However, despite
the challenges hefaces, heremainscommitted to theideaof civilization and the need for structure and order
inhuman society.
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In contrast, the character of Jack embodiesthe strugglefor power and dominancethat can undermine
thesenseof individual identity and purpose. Heisdriven by adesirefor control and authority, and hisactions
areguided by asense of persona ambition rather than acommitment to the common good. Hisdescent into
savagery highlightsthe potential for individual identity to be subsumed by the desirefor power and control.

Thenovd aso exploresthetheme of freedom and itsrelationship to individual identity. Theboysare
initially excited by the freedom that comeswith being cut off from the structures of society, but they soon
redizethat thisfreedom comesat acost. Without the congtraints of civilization, they areforced to confront the
darker aspectsof their own psyche and to navigate the complex dynamics of power and influence. Thenovel
suggeststhat true freedom requires adeep sense of responsibility and acommitment to the common good,
and that without these qualities, freedom can becomeadestructiveforce.

Another key themeinthenovel istheroleof naturein shaping the human experience. The boysare
forced to confront the power and unpredictability of thenatura world, asthey struggleto surviveinaharsh
and unforgiving environment. The island itself becomes a character in the novel, a force that shapes the boys’
experiencesand influencesther behavior. Thenove suggeststhat thenatural world hasaprofound impact on
the human experience, shaping our valuesand beliefsand influencing our sense of self.

Finally, the novel exploresthetheme of the search for meaning and purposein aworld that can fedl
chaotic and uncertain. The boysareforced to confront thefundamental questionsof human existence, suchas
themeaning of life and the purpose of human society. The breakdown of societd normsand structuresforces
themtore-evaluatetheir own vauesand beliefs, and to search for asense of meaning and purposeinaworld
that canfed overwhelming and chaotic.

One of the most significant aspects of the existential vision in “Lord of the Flies” is the way in which it
emphasi zestheimportance of individua responsibility. Theboysareforced to confront the consequences of
their actionsin away that makesit clear that eachindividua hasaprofound impact ontheworld around them.
As the novel progresses, the boys’ actions become increasingly violent and destructive, and they are forced to
confront the harsh redlity that their actionshave rea-world consequences.

Thecharacter of Simon embodiestheideaof individua responsbility most strongly inthenove . Simon
istheonly character who truly understandsthe darknessthat lurkswithin each of us, and heistheonly one
who recognizesthat the true enemy on theisland isnot an external force, but rather the darknesswithin
themselves. Simon’s death at the hands of the other boys represents a profound failure of individual responsibility,
and astark reminder of the consequencesthat can arisewhenindividualsfail to takeresponsbility for their
actions.

Thenovd a so exploresthe concept of |eadership and authority, and theway inwhich theseideasare
constructed and mai ntained within human societies. Throughout the nove , the strugglefor power and control
isadominant theme, with characterslike Jack and Ra ph vyingfor authority and influence over the other boys.
The novel suggeststhat the struggle for power isafundamental aspect of human societies, and that the
construction of authority isoften contingent on the ability to maintain control over others.

However, thenovel aso suggeststhat |eadership and authority arenot solely amatter of bruteforce,
and that individuals can exert influence over othersthrough reason, persuasion, and moral authority. The
character of Piggy embodiesthisides, asheattemptsto maintain asense of order and rationdity intheface of
the other boys’ descent into savagery. Piggy’s glasses, which are used to start fires and signal for rescue, are
apowerful symbol of theimportance of reason and technology in maintainingacivilized society.

Another key themein the novel isthetension between reason and emotion. The boysareforced to
confront the complex interplay between thesetwo forces, asthey struggleto navigate the complex dynamics
of power andinfluenceontheidand. Characterslike Ralph and Piggy attempt to maintain asense of rationdity
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and order, whilecharacterslike Jack and Roger aredriven by their emotionsand desires. Thenovel suggests
that both reason and emotion areimportant aspects of the human experience, and that abalance between
thesetwo forcesisnecessary for ahealthy and functiona society.

The theme of the nature of evil is also a key aspect of the existential vision in “Lord of the Flies”. The
novel suggeststhat evil isnot aforcethat exists outside of ourselves, but rather something that existswithin
each of us. The boysareforced to confront the darkness within themselves, and to recognizethat thetrue
enemy ontheidandisnot anexternd force, but rather the darknesswithin themsalves. Thenove suggeststhat
the struggle against evil isan ongoing process, and that it requires adeep sense of self-awarenessand a
commitment to persona growth and devel opment.

Finally, the novel exploresthetheme of the search for meaning and purposein aworld that can fedl
overwhelming and chaotic. Theboysareforced to confront the fundamental questionsof human existence,
such asthemeaning of lifeand the purpose of human society. The breakdown of societd normsand structures
forcesthemto re-evaluate their own vauesand beliefs, and to search for asense of meaning and purposein
aworldthat canfedl overwhelming and chaotic.

That the human experienceisacomplex interplay between thesevariousthemes, and that the struggle
to find meaning and purposein theface of thedarknesswithin ourselvesisafundamental aspect of the human
condition.

The existential vision in “Lord of the Flies” is ultimately a pessimistic one, as it suggests that the darkness
withinourselvesisafundamenta aspect of human nature, and that the struggleto maintain asense of order
and reason intheface of thisdarknessisanever-ending one. However, thenove aso suggeststhat the human
spiritisreslient and that individua s havethe capacity to riseabovetheir own baseinstinctsand desires.

Thecharacter of Simon embodiesthisideamost strongly, asheistheonly character who truly understands
the darkness within each of us and the importance of individual responsibility. Simon’s death is a profound
failureof thisresponsibility, but hisvision of thetrue nature of theworld liveson in the mindsof the other
characters, who areforced to confront their own darkness and to recogni ze theimportance of reason, order,
and moral authority inmaintaining afunctiona society.

Overall, the existential vision in “Lord of the Flies” offers a powerful critique of the human condition,
and astark reminder of theimportanceof individua responsbility, reason, and mora authority inmaintaining
afunctiond society. Thenove isapowerful exploration of the complex interplay between reason and emotion,
leadership and authority, thenatureof evil, and the search for meaning and purposeinachaotic and unpredictable
world. Itisatimeesswork of literaturethat continuesto speak to readerstoday, offering aprofound meditation
on the human experience and the struggleto find meaning and purposein the face of the darknesswithin
oursalves.

The existential vision in “Lord of the Flies” also touches on the idea of the individual versus the group.
Theboysontheidand begin asagroup, but astimegoeson, they beginto split into smaller factions, with
different beliefsand priorities. Thissplit ultimately leadsto violence and chaos, asthe boysare unableto
reconciletheir differencesand cometo ashared understanding of theworld.

Thissplitisultimately areflection of the broader tension betweentheindividua and thegroup that exists
insociety asawhole. On onehand, weareall part of alarger social and cultural framework, and our actions
are shaped by the expectationsand norms of the group. On the other hand, weare also individual swith our
own uniquedesires, needs, and perspectives, and thereis often atension between our individual desiresand
the needs of the group.

Thetension betweentheindividud and thegroupisevident inthecharacter of Raph, whoischosenas
theleader of thegroup early oninthenove. Raphisinitidly ableto maintain asense of order and discipline
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withinthegroup, but astime goeson, he strugglesto reconcile hisown desireswith the needs of thegroup. He
becomesincreasingly isolated and dienated, and ultimately loses control of thegroup entirely.

The character of Jack representsthe other side of thistension, asheprioritizeshisown desiresand
impulses over the needs of the group. Jack’s descent into savagery and violence is a reflection of the danger
of prioritizing theindividua over thegroup, and theimportance of maintaining ashared senseof purposeand
respong bility.

Thetension betweentheindividual and thegroup isa so reflected in the broader context of thenovel,
whichisset against the backdrop of aworld war. Theboysontheidand arepart of alarger socia and cultura
framework, and their actions are shaped by the expectations and normsof thelarger society. At the same
time, they arealso individualswith their own unique desires, needs, and perspectives, and thereisoftena
tension between their individual desiresand the needsof thegroup.

Thistensionisreflected inthe conflict between Ral ph and Jack, aswell asthe broader conflict between
reason and emotion that runsthroughout the novel . The struggleto reconciletheindividual and thegroup,
reason and emotion, and the desirefor power with the need for responsibility and order isultimately areflection
of thelarger struggleto find meaning and purposein achaotic and unpredictableworld.

The existential vision in “Lord of the Flies” also touches on the idea of the nature of evil. The novel
suggeststhat evil isnot an external forceor entity, but rather an inherent aspect of human nature. Theboyson
theidand arenot inherently evil, but their actions are shaped by the darknesswithin themsal vesand the chaos
and violenceof their surroundings.

Thecharacter of Simon embodiesthisideamos strongly, asheistheonly character whotruly understands
the darkness within each of us and the importance of individual responsibility. Simon’s vision of the true nature
of theworld isultimately areminder of theimportance of recognizing and confronting the darknesswithin
oursalves, and the need for moral authority and responsibility in maintaining afunctional society.

The existential vision in “Lord of the Flies” is ultimately a reflection of the human experience, and a
reminder of the struggleto find meaning and purposeintheface of thedarknesswithin ourselves. Thenove is
apowerful exploration of the complex interplay between reason and emotion, |eadership and authority, the
nature of evil, and the search for meaning and purposein achaotic and unpredictableworld.

Itisatimeesswork of literaturethat continuesto speak to readerstoday, offering aprofound meditation
on the human experience and the struggleto find meaning and purposein the face of the darknesswithin
ourselves. Assuch, it remainsaclassic of modern literature, and apowerful reminder of theimportance of
individua responsbility and theneed for moral authority and leadershipin maintainingafunctiona society.

In conclusion, William Golding’s “Lord of the Flies” offers a powerful existential vision that explores the
complexitiesof thehuman experience and thestruggl eto find meaning and purposein achaotic and unpredictable
world. Thenove touches on awide range of existential themes, including the tension between reason and
emoation, theindividua versusthegroup, thenatureof evil, and the search for meaning and purposeintheface
of thedarknesswithin ourselves.

Through the charactersof Ra ph, Jack, and Simon, Golding offersanuanced exploration of thehuman
psyche and theimportance of individua responsbility and leadership in maintaining afunctiond society. The
novel remainsatimelesswork of literature, speaking to readers across generations and offering aprofound
meditation on the complexitiesof the human experience.

As we continue to navigate the complexities of the modern world, the existential vision of “Lord of the
Flies” remains as relevant as ever, reminding us of the importance of recognizing the darkness within ourselves,
and the need for mora authority, responsibility, and leadership in maintaining afunctional society.
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One of the most significant themes in “Lord of the Flies” is the idea that humans are inherently prone to
violenceand savagery. Golding portraysthe boysasinnocent and well-behaved at the beginning of thenovd,
but asthey spend moretimeontheidand, they becomeincreasingly violent and crud towardseach other. The
characters of Jack and hisgroup, who become hunters and eventually killers, are particularly disturbing
examplesof how quickly humanscanturnviolent.

Golding’s depiction of the boys as inherently savage is a reflection of his views on human nature. He
believed that humans are not inherently good, as some philosophersand thinkers have suggested, but rather
areinherently flawed and proneto violenceand savagery. Thenovel isawarning against thedangersof |etting
these tendencies go unchecked, asthey can quickly spiral out of control and lead to chaos and destruction.

Thenove asotouchesontheideaof power and the corrupting influenceit can haveonindividuals.
Jack’s desire for power over the other boys is a major driving force behind his descent into savagery, as he
becomesincreasingly ruthlessand violent in hisquest for dominance. The character of Ralph, on the other
hand, strugglesto maintain his own power and authority asleader of the group, leading to apower struggle
between thetwo characters.

Golding’s exploration of power is particularly relevant in the context of the novel’s setting, which is
against thebackdrop of aworld war. Thewar itsdlf isareflection of the corrupting influence of power, asthe
desirefor power and dominance over othersled to adevastating conflict that claimed millionsof lives. The
boys on theisland are amicrocosm of thislarger struggle for power and dominance, and the novel isa
powerful reminder of the dangersof alowing thisstruggleto go unchecked.

Thethemeof power isasorelated to the broader existentia vision of thenovel, asit touchesontheidea
of theindividud versusthegroup. Thestrugglefor power between Ra ph and Jack isareflection of thetension
between individua desiresand the needs of the group, and theimportance of finding abal ance betweenthe
two. Thenove suggeststhat afunctiona society requiresstrong leadership and ashared senseof purposeand
respons bility, aswell asindividua freedom and autonomy.

The existential vision in “Lord of the Flies” is a powerful reminder of the importance of individual
responsibility and mord authority in maintaining afunctiona society. It toucheson awiderange of existentia
themes, including thetensi on between reason and emotion, theindividua versusthe group, thenature of evil,
and the search for meaning and purposein achaotic and unpredi ctableworld.

Thenovel remainsatimelesswork of literature that continuesto speak to readerstoday, offering a
profound meditation on the human experience and the struggleto find meaning and purposein theface of the
darknesswithin ourselves. Assuch, it remainsaclass c of modern literature, and apowerful reminder of the
importance of recognizing the darknesswithin oursel ves, and the need for mora authority, responsibility, and
leadership inmaintainingafunctiona society.

William Golding’s “Lord of the Flies” is a powerful exploration of the existential experience. The novel’s
examination of the human psyche, rel ationships, and the absence of clear moral authority underscoresthe
ways in which human beings are shaped by their circumstances and environment. The novel’s ultimately
hopeful message suggeststhat, despite the challenges and uncertainties of the human experience, thereisa
certain beauty and resiliencein thehuman spirit.

William Golding’s “Lord of the Flies” is a powerful exploration of the existential experience. The novel’s
examination of the human psyche, relationships, freedom, the absurd, violence and aggression, identity, the
limits of knowledge and perception, and the natural world underscoresthe complex nature of the human
experience. Thenove suggeststhat the human experienceisdefined by aconstant struggleto find meaning
and understanding in aworld that i soften unpredictable and uncertain. However, despitethecha lengesand
difficultiesof the human experience, the nove aso suggeststhat thereisacertain beauty andresilienceinthe
human spirit, asthe boysare ableto adapt and find meaning in their shared struggle.
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In conclusion, the existential vision in “Lord of the Flies” is a powerful exploration of the complex nature
of the human experience. The novel’s examination of alienation, responsibility, leadership and authority, the
interplay of reason and emation, and the nature of evil underscorestheexistentiaist concernwith thefundamenta
nature of humanity. The novel suggeststhat the human experienceis characterized by aconstant struggleto
find meaning and purposein aworld that can be chaotic and uncertain. Despitethe challengesof the human
experience, however, thenove aso suggeststhat thereisacertain resilienceand beauty inthe human spirit, as
the boys are able to find connection and meaning in their shared struggle. Ultimately, “Lord of the Flies” offers
apowerful meditation on the human experience, highlighting the complex interplay of individua psychology,
socid structures, and thewider forces of the natural world.

The existential vision in “Lord of the Flies” offers a powerful meditation on the complex nature of the
human experience. Thenovd exploresarangeof themes, including aienation, responsibility, leadershipand
authority, reason and emotion, the nature of evil, identity, freedom, nature, and the search for meaning and
purpose. Thenove suggeststhat the human experienceischaracterized by acongtant struggletofind meaning
and purposein aworld that can be chaotic and uncertain, and that this struggle requires a deep sense of
responsibility and a commitment to the common good. Ultimately, “Lord of the Flies” offers a powerful
commentary onthe human condition, highlighting thecomplexity and fragility of thehuman experienceand the
need for individua sto take responsibility for their own livesand theworld around them.

CONCLUSION
The existential vision in “Lord of the Flies” offers a powerful meditation on the complex nature of the
human experience. Thenovel exploresarangeof themes, including individua respongbility, leadership and
authority, reason and emotion, the nature of evil, and the search for meaning and purpose. Thenovel suggests
that the human experienceisacomplex interplay between these variousthemes, and that the struggleto find
meaning and purposein the face of the darknesswithin ourselvesisafundamental aspect of the human
condition.
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