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ABSTRACT

Upon close examination of secondary level
school in Murshidabad it has been observed that
in teaching history the use of Teaching Aids are
below standard, minimal, and in majority cases
totally absent irrespective of the schools being
Government or private, rural or urban. The
majority of teachers still depend upon the routine
role of information giving without looking back
whether their teaching is effective or not. The
reason for this apathy of the teacherstowards the
use of teaching aids is the ineffectiveness of the
aids, unavailability of audio-visual aids,
management, financial andinfrastructural hurdles.
Thecurrent instructional processesin these schools
arelargely ineffective due to ineffectiveness of the
teacher owing to the inappropriateness of the
learning experiences. Therefore, the problemwas
undertaken by the investigator to study the use of
teaching aidsin teaching of History at secondary
level schoolsin relation to management variation
i.e. Government or private, location i.e. rural or
urban, gender variation i.e. male and female
teachersand type of school i.e. boys, girls & co-ed
school.

KEY WORDS
Teaching Aids, Secondary Schools, Variation
with Gender, Management, Rural and Urban.

INTRODUCTION

Wearefacing thechallengesdueto explosion
of knowledge. Teachersmust employ teachingaidsin
order to effectively impart the highest quality of
knowledgewith theleast amount of effort and time.
Thisisbecauseteaching aidsincreasethe efficacy of
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instruction. Teaching aidsand audio-visud aidsarethusadditiona toolsthat assist theteacher in establishing,
defining, connecting, and coordinating avariety of concepts, interpretations, and appreciations. Heisableto
usethemto makelearning moretangible, efficient, engaging, motivating, meaningful, and vivid.

The Kothari Commission 19641966 stated that the employment of audio-visual aids should in fact
resultinan educationd revolutioninthenation. It went on to say that theprovision of instructiona materiadsto
every school wascrucid for raisingteaching standards.

Theuse of teaching aids, particularly improvised aids, to make teaching-learning more effectiveand
redlistic hasbeen heavily emphasized in the Nationa Policy on Education, first published in 1986 and revised
in1992.

The Psychology behind the use of Teaching Aids

No matter what itsaimsor purposes, education requireslearning. Learningisthe adjustment of behavior
brought about by aprevious experienceor action. Thebasi clearning experiencesor theinput of learning have
to reach the pupil through his/her senses. As such, the sensesappear to be even moreimportant than cognitive
interpretative abilitiesfor learning asthere can be nothinginintellect which hasnot been transmitted through
the senses.

The Definition of Teaching Aids

Teaching aids are resources that classroom instructors utilize to speed up their students’ learning. A
chalkboard isasimpleteachingtool, but computer softwareismoresophisticated. Teachersusethesetoolsto
explaintopicstokidswithavariety of learning needssinceevery person learnsin adifferent ways. Theuseof
teaching aidsisessentia for educatorssincethey help differentiate education for various sorts of students.

I mportance of Teaching Aids

Theuseof teaching aidsiscrucia to the teaching-learning process. Thelistsof important instructional
toolsareprovided below:

1. Moativation: Inorder for pupilstolearn moreeffectively, teaching tools must motivate them.
2. Clarification: Teachingaidsmakeit easier for teachersto explainthematerial.

3. Prevention of Cramming: Teachingtoolscan hel p students understand conceptsclearly and prevent
themfrom cramming.

4. Expand Vocabulary: Teachingtoolsmakeit easier for pupilsto expand their vocabulary.
5. Alivingandengaged classroom ismade possiblethroughteaching aids.
6. Direct Experience Teachingaidsgive schoolsdirect experience.

Types of Teaching Aids

Thesedays, therearealot of aidsavailable. Theseaids can be categorized asfollows:

Visud Aids,

Audio-Aids

Audio-Visud Aids

) Visual-Aids: Visud aidsarethosetoolsthat rely on visua perception. Asanillustration, consider red

things, chalk, blackboard, modes, images, charts, maps, flash cards, aflannd board, abulletin board,
achakboard, an overhead projector, and slides, among other things.

i) AudioAids: Thetermaudio aidsrefer to assistive devicesthat use hearing. Radio, taperecorders,
gramophones, and soforth areafew examplesof audio aids.

i) Audio-Visual Aids: The term “audio-visual aids” refers to devices that help with both hearing and
seaing. For instance, atelevision, aprojector, movies, film strips, etc.
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Procedure
1. Theinstructor and students need to keep an eye out for pertinent programming. It ispreferableto

record the appropriate programme.

2. Presentitandtalk about how it relatesto the course material .

3. Provideextratimefor questionsright after the programmeisshown if it servesastheintroductiontoa
specificlesson.

4. Theinstructor isrequired to preview the software and remark any discrepancies or mistakes.

5. Providesomehiographica detail sabout the parti cipantsas anintroduction, asappropriate or necessary.

6. After al necessary preparationsshow the programme.

7.  Scheduletimeforceaquestion period.

8. Attheend of programme students may berequired to write short essay expanding on thetopic of the
programme.

Precautions

1. Remember that video-taped programme can stop if aquestionisraised and sel ected scenesreplayed
if necessary.

2. Videotapescan also bekept to be played at alater date asaform of review.

3. Ifdl teachersinaparticular school collaborate, an interesting, comprehensive school video filecanbe

builtupinashorttime.

I mportance of Computers as Audio-visual Aids
1.
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Thecomputerscan storeand retrieveinformation, conduct atistical andysisof data, stimulatedifferent
situations, make graphs, charts and tablesand display them effectively, assistin composing, editing,
and formatting compositions, and communicating with other informationa networks.

It can provide self paced ingtructionwith easy accessto enrich exercisesor remediad work, if necessary.
It can rai sestudent performancein both cognitiveand affective domain.

Asamotivational device, it can enhanceinterest levelsand generd positive attitudestowards school .
It can provideimmediate feedback.

Computer can alow for improved student-teacher ratio.

Human weaknesseswhichinterferewith excdlent teaching techniquesare negligible.

Content material iseasily conveyed and learning of it iseasily eval uated.

Objectives of the Sudy
1.

Preparation of profileof TeachingAidsfor History subject in the Secondary School sunder Murshidabad
Didrict.

To study theuse of TeachingAidsintheteaching of History in the Secondary Schoolsin variaionwith
Gender, Management, Locale, and type of schools (BoysGirls/Co-ed).

Operational Definition

For the sake of ease of understanding thetitle of the study, the key terms have been defined in the

followingway:
»  Secondary level schools-refersto the studentsof ix & x inthe schoolsof Murshidabad covering both

management andlocdevariation.

» Audio-Aids: Itrefersto teaching aidsthat facilitiesaudio sense and encouragelistening functionin

students for e.g. ‘radio, recorder, gramophone etc.
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» Visua Aids: Itreferstoteaching aidsthat facilitatethe visud senseand encouragestheseeing function.
E.g. theuseof chak board, charts, drawing, models, graphs, literature on mathematicsetc

» Audio-Visual Aids: It referstoteaching aidsthat facilitate both audio and visua sensesand encourages
listening and observing functions. Theseaidsinvolve morethan one sense simultaneoudy .eg. TV,
Computer etc.

Rationale of the Study

Thereason for thisapathy of theteacherstowardsthe use of teaching aidsistheineffectivenessof the
aids, unavailability of audio-visual aids, management, financial and infrastructural-hurdles. Besides, the
resourceful ness of the teacher and their preparednessto change, readinessto experiment and insight into the
new roleplay avitd roleindetermining theeffectivenessof aningructiond programmewhich can bemeasured
intermsof the extent to which thelearning objectivesare attained by thelearner. The current instructional
processes in these schools are largely ineffective due to ineffectiveness of the teacher owing to the
inappropriateness of thelearning experiences.

Reviewing thepreviousstudies, it isfound that rarely studies about the use of TeachingAidsin Teaching
of History take place. Even considering gender, |ocal e, management and type of school whether any study
conducted or not on the use of Teaching Aids of History have not been found. That iswhy thisisamost
researchableareafor theinvestigation. To cover thisgap of research, thisisasincereand bold step fromthe
part of theinvestigator.

Recommendation

This study was conducted in school swith very limited resources. It would beinteresting to look at
classroomswith different levelsof resourcesto determinewhat sort of rel ationshi p existsbetween thenumbers
of aidsavailable. Inthisstudy it wasinitially assumed that the teachers would be able to select and use
teaching aidsin the classroomsin astudy has permitted theidentification of anumber of research problems
and questionsthat should be addressed inthefuture. It would be useful tolook at how teachingaidsarebeing
used inteaching of History at secondary level sschools.

Scope for Further Sudy

For further study considering large number of sample, same study may be conducted. Considering
different aspects of History, Geography, Geometry, Algebra, Arithmetic, etc whereteaching aids are not
useful, further study may be conducted. Infuture, use of teaching aids may be compared to traditional or other
methods of History teaching. In thiscase more experimenta study may be conducted.

CONCLUSION

Thisstudy wasdes gned to investigatetheimpact of using teaching aidsin the History classesin secondary
level schools. It hasreveal ed that the parti cipating school s attached significant importance for using teaching
aildsavailableinthe classrooms. Theschools made special placesavailablefor the storage of teaching aids
and provided opportunitiesfor teachersto acquireteaching aidsand knowledge to usethem effectively inthe
classrooms. Furthermore, it was evident from theresults of thisstudy that teachingaidsarebeingusedina
useful way toteach History inthe particular classrooms. All theteachershad recoursefor teachingaidsand dl
thelearnersbenefitted in someway. Thissaid, thestudy hasa so reved ed that not al theteachingand learning
that went on with the use of the aidswas optimal . Someaids proved better than othersand someusesof aids
proved more effective than others.
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