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ABSTRACT

Text analysis is one of the areas among
different fields of gender studies. In recent times
NCERT emphasises on making textbooks
inclusive. Various research has been donein this
field especially in elementary stage school
textbooks.so, through this research scholars find
the representation of gender intheclass 12 history

textbook (theme 3).
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INTRODUCTION

Today the participation of womenisincreasing
inevery fiddwiththeeffort of society and Government.
But we need to work regularly toward thisapproach
theneed of gender sudy increasesuntil thereisequdity
among men and women inthe society.

Text analysisisoneof theareaamong different
fieldsof gender study. Thetext book whichistaught
to thechildreninthe school whichincludespicture,
subject, matter, articlesetc. availableinthetext has
animpact ever the personality, thoughts, expression
of thechildren. In Indian context, text booksareone
of the important repositories of knowledge they
promote crestivity, imagination and critical thinking
(NCERT). Textbooks may influence usersin many
ways. Through their content (concepts, factua
informeation, va uejudgements) andlanguage, but dso
their design, visua el ements, pedagogica approach
and other aspectsagender andysisof textbook should
consequently takeinto aaccount al theseissuesina
comprehensve manner.

The Nationa Policy of Education (1986)
viewed education as an instrument of social
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transformation that would €liminate curriculum biasesand enabl e profess ond sto play apostiveinterventionist
rolefor gender equality. Theequality the programmeof action 1992, clearly emphasizestrainingall theteachers
and instructors as agents of women empowerment, devel oping gender sensitive curriculum and removal of
sex biasfrom textbooks.

Social textbooks are major powerful tool inthe process of education and socialisation. They convey
important messagesto the children on how social relation in asociety areto be organised and which value
system they should adopt. School textbooksare ordained to transmit valuesand ideol ogiesto children. The
manner inwhich knowledgeisconstructed in each textbook impactsthe attitude and value of childreninthe
context of gender the mannersinwhich textual materidsportray therole of men and women either strengthen
stereotypes and biases or promote val ue of gender justice so, it becomes necessary to analyse the textbooks
from gender perspective. In the age of human rights and gender equality, school textbook isexpected to
present gender in abalanced manner by excluding biases and stereotypes. Textbook analysisfrom gender
perspectiveisvery essentia asit exposed children towards many words, val ue concepts, ideas, imagesthat
influencetheir knowledge, perceptions and world view.So, in the present study researcher want to study
representation of gender in history textbook of class 12" (NCERT). Theresearcher has attempted to explore
gender inequditiesin textbooks.

Satement of the problem
Gender representation in history textbook of class XII

Objective of the Sudy
1. Tostudythedifferent Gender representationin history text book of class XII.

Delimitation of Sudy
1. Thestudy limitedtotheanaysisof the content of NCERT history textbook of class X1l from gender
point of view only.
2. Study conducted on XII class NCERT history book (Mol — 3) only.

3.  Studyislimitedtotheanaysisof theimage of the NCERT history textbook of class X 11 from gender
point of view only.

Operational Definition

1. Gender Representation: inthisstudy gender representation meansrepresentation of malegender
and femalegender only intext and image.

2. Patriarchy: inthisstudy patriarchy meansdominance of malegender in society.

3. Biasness: inthisstudy biasness meansthe act of aperson through pre conceived notion.

Review of Related Literature

Inthethreedecades, feminist scientistsand scholars haveresearched the compl ex interaction of gender
with diverse issue such as power politics, work and identity (visser,2002). Many researches have been
conducted to the emergence of new understanding of gender and how the gender disparity affect the society.
as per the UNSECO report. A study of introductory economicstext book in the USfound 18 pictures of
character mentioned werefema e mostly ported in relation to food, fashion or entertainment.

Gender biasintext booksis hidden obstacle on theroad to gender equity in education by Raelassoer
Blumberg tend to talk gender bias that is inside the textbook worldwide. A project of NCERT (2003 - 16) on
textbook analysisat the el ementary stageof NCERT also found gender biasnessin representation in many
state textbooks.

MissArunimakalitaconducted astudy on NCERT primary textbooks she also found biasnessis
present in one or the other way and most of the chapter being androcentric. Like moreimages of men,
stereotypical representation of women.

April to June 2023  www.shodhsamagam.com

ADouble-blind, Peer-reviewed and Referred, Quarterly, Multidiciplinary and
Multilingual Research Journal

Impact Factor 567

SIIF (2023): 7.906



ISSN : 2581-6918 (E), 2582-1792 (P) Jagmohan Choudhary
Year-06, Volume-06, |ssue-02 SHODH SAMAGAM Page No. 566 - 574

Amjad sulamani studied on “gender representation in EFL textbooks in Saudi Arabia”: a fair deal? And
found that fema esare un represented. Asit was mention before, men are represented morefrequently inthe
textbook then women.

Mahnaz hall studied on “gender representation in current EFL textbooks in Iranian secondary schools”
and found that thereisanimba ancein gender representation in EFL text booksin Iran. A visuad analysisof a
Malaysian English textbook: gender mattersthisiscollaborative study of Mohamad subakir Yasin, Zarina
Othman, Azman mohti they found anumber of imagesof girlsspecialy inthe school environment specifically
thoseintheclassroom depict girlsinmargina rolesin contrast to boyswho aredepicted assertive, intellectud,
apt at decision making and taking leadershiproles. Further thereisan absence of positivefemalerolemodels
for girlstoidentify with.

Amanda Barton and Lydia Namatende Sawka together studied “the representation of gender in English
textbooks in Uganda”. The findings of this study suggest that textbooks in developing countries may be far
lessinclusive. The current study demonstratesthat acommonly used English languagetextbook in Ugandais
overtly gender biased. Thisisbecauseit largely maintainsatraditiona representation of gender rolescharacterised
by women’s invisibility and silence their employment in domestic roles and lower rank occupations and a
negative portraya of their emotional state.

Zinyahs m. zakka samson oluyemi and grace twaki collectively conducted researches on *“analysing
gender representation in primary grade — 5 and grade — 4 mathematics textbooks in Nigeria” the study
examines gender representation in primary 5 and 6 mathematicstextbooks currently usein federal capital
territory (FCT) Abuja— Nigeria. And find the results of modules 20 and 22 analysis indicates that 12 (92.31%);
5 (100%); representing males characters 1 (7.69%) femal e characters. Thismeansthereisgender biasin
favour of maesinboth modules.

Kay A chick Penn state Altoona studied “gender balance in k — 12 American history textbooks” they
found that in both content andillustrations, al threeAmeri can history textbookseva uated inthisstudy contained
sgnificantly moremaesthanfemaes. All differenceswere significant at the.001 level.

Srishti Bhattacharya studied “gender representation in English textbooks used in grade eight under
national and state boards Indiaand found that women in the three textbooks are mostly seen exhibiting
motherly attributeslike care, love, affection protectiveness, worry, nervousness, anxiety, gentlenessetc. men
areseendisplayingavariety of tratslikeanger, curiosty, ego, farsghtedness, intelligence, wisdom, compassion,
well grounded, spiritual etc. apart from positivetraitsthey are seen possessing negativetraitslike anger,
revenge — full attitude, roughness, manipulative stereotypical with only a few expectations of gender inclusive
feature of menweeping or being afraid.

S.Y. Erinosho studied gender stereotypes belief and practicesin the classroom: Nigeriatheresearcher
inthisstudy examined 76 sciencetextbooks and found agreat inequality in gender representation inthese
textbooks. Out of thetotal 2995 pictorial illustrations, the maleswere 63.2% and fema eswere only 36.8%.

Ansari and Babaii (2003) had studied the textbooks right path to English 1 and 2 (1999 edition
concentrating on the status of sexismand found that thevisibility of femaegender waslow; 1: 14 wastheratio
of femadetomaeinthetextbooksandinillustrationwas 1:1:6 out of thetota of 40 topicspresented 27 were
maleoriented that is67.5%.

Most of the analysis conducted in Indian context by the department of women’s studies, NCERT. The
findingsreved ed that some measures have been taken towardsgender inclusonin different subjectsyet there
isstill scopefor improvement.

Research Methodology

Qualitative method isused in present study for identifying gender biasintextbooks Blumberg (2007)
proposed amodel whichidentify five categoriesand NCERT a so suggest eight categoriesfor anaysing text
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booksfrom gender point of view. Inthisstudy researcher decidesix categoriesfor analysing history textbook
of class 3.

Thesecategoriesarefollowing:

Invisibility: it meanscomplete or relative exclusion of agroup. Inthiscategory basicaly try tofind
exdusonin

» Socia context » Political context » Economic context

Sereotyping: it meansunfair assgnment of characteristicsto agroup of peopleat thecast of individua
attributes or differences. It contains or produce offensi ve statement or positive or negative prejudices.

Through this category researcher wantsto find stereotypical representation of gender.

Imbalance sdlectivity: it meansanimbalancein presentation of material sby sel ectiveinterpretation.
Thisinterpretation can lead to adistorted redlity.

Unreality: unredity issmilar toimbalancein nature. Ignoring unpleasant aspectsinfavour of flattering
ones. When discuss on on discriminations harassment and inequality are dismissed asraiment of by
gonedays.

Linguistic bias: Theresearcher wantsto explorewhether biasisreflected in cross sex and same sex
discourse behaviour of maleand femalecharacters.

Analysis of NCERT History textbook theme 3
Colonialism and thecountryside

1.

Invigbility: Inthere ten-page no. 257 given. “you will look at the way the English east India company
established itsrgj inthe countryside, implemented itsrevenue policies, what these policiesmeant to
different section of the people, and how they changed everyday lives.

Here NCERT talk about different section of people and discussed in whol e page about zamindar,
Pahari as, Santhal and peasants but not women, it seemsto be understood.

Inwholechapter palitica, social, economic context are discussed but only at one place page 262
“the raja of burdwan for instance first transferred some of his zamindari to his mother, since the company
had decreed that the properly of women would not be taken over”. women and mother word use
obvioudy nameaof hismother mentioned in document but herenameisnot written becausesheconsders
aslessimportant |esspowerful. Thisshowscompleteinvisbility of thewomeninthischapter.

Sereotyping: in page 262 “the raja of burdwan for instance, first transferred some of his decreed the
property of women would not be taken over.”

Here, women portrayed as mother and not possessor of power, wealth even not mention their
name. Also show women is dependent they have not self-identity. For removing this stereotyping
mention his mother’s name and portrayed as zamindar not dependent. In doing so don’t deny the
redity of that time.

Linguigticbias: inthischapter varioustermslike zamindari, rgja, sahukar, Jathedar, village herd man
etc. usesmany timesthesetermsbasi cally associ ated with men use of gendered termintext show the
domination of malegender inthetext.

So, making gender inclusivetext usegender neutra termlike, ruler, landlord, termisused but more
theeighty timesusesterm zamindar.

Rebels and The Raj
TheRevolt of 1857 and its Representation

1.

Invisibility: Women are almost invisible in this entire chapter whether it’s about political scenario,
economic, socid scenario, only threewomen havensbeen discussed in the entirechapter namely Rani
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laxmibai, Begum hazrat mahda, Misswheed er. Wherethere are 59 instances names of themale have
been coined and their roles have been described. One about two-two lines each have been devoted
for begum hazrat mahd and misswhed er. Rani laxmibai isthe only nameabout whom two photographs
have been mentioned, from page — 288 to 315 only the roles of males in Rebel And The Raj have been
described. Word women have been described in thetotality of elght timesand the mention of women
characters name have been mention only six times.

It is not that women didn’t participate in the revolt of 1857 but many women warriors like — lazzo,
begum hazrat mahd, begum zenat mahd, hadribai, udadevi, jhakari bal dsohadimportant contributions.

Sereotyping
Page — 292 Paragraph —2": “in Jhansi the rani was forced by the popular pressure around her to
assume the leadership of the uprising.”

In the paragraph names of mutinies have been mentioned that includesthe popular namelike nana
sahib, But in spite of mentioning the full name of laxmibai only word ‘Rani’ is mentioned. Although rani
laxmibai of thisrevolution and sidelining her namesindicatetoward stereotyping.

Page — 299 paragraph — 2": Many of thesetalukdarswereloyal to the nawab of Awadh and they
joined begum hazrat mahd (thewifeof the nawab) in Lucknow to fight the British; someeven remained
with herin defest.

We can andysefrom thisparagraph that although begum hazrat maha played many responsibilities
whileriding theelephant sheinvolved inthefight she used to collect thearmy motivatethem but even
though she did not ger her independent identity as a warrior but rather “wife of nawab”.

Theselinesinforcesthe studentsto think and believethat even women do great worksbut had not
will not be counted as independent. Rather she has to be under the shadow of theidentity of her
husband and father.

Linguisticbias: Inthewhole chapter wordslike Englishmen, white men, military men, herd men,
countrymen, nawab have been used many timeswhich aregendered fermiology in place of thisgender-
neutral term should be used likeBritishers, Military persond, chief, ruler, citizen, peoplewill bemore
appropriateto use.

Becausethesetermshave been used in favour of particular gender which potray them as superior
and henceit will becomeareason for inferiority complex for otherswhichweimpact their devel opment.

Colonial Cities
(Urbanisation, planning and ar chitecture)

1.

Invisibility: Thischapter isall about colonia citiesin which mainly urbani sation process planning
management of citiesarchitecturewnhich had popular among Indian Government officidsrich Indians.
And socid changes had been taken in Indian soci ety have been discussed.

When we seethis chapter from gender point of view, wefind mostly women areinvisibleinthe
entire chapter. But in the one instance under the title social life int the new cities page no — 329 one para
isdevoted to thewomen and some other instanceswherewomen areinvisibleare
Page — 318 para -2
“The emperor lived in a fortified palaces and the town was enclosed by a wall with entry and exist being
regulated by different gates”

Here, weseeonly thelife of emperor are discussed but lifeof their family, women, child are not
been discussed. Inthisdiscussonwomenareinvisible.

Inthewhol e chapter name of threewomen are discussed, queen Marry, Rgjabai and Biondini das
whereas name of men are mentioned 30 timesaslike asWellesley, Jamshed ji tata, George 4, FW.
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stevens, Premchand, Roychand etc. where political economica and architectura scenario arediscussed;
therewefind women are compl etely invisible were no any contribution of thewomen for economic
development, inthemaking of gigantic structure, or evenin political or administrativework? So, here
we see how the haf popul ation outcasted from thisdiscussion.

2. Sereotyping: In chapter — 13 page no — 316 para— 2 “Bombay was given to the company in 1661
by the engllish king who had got it as part of his wife’s dowry from the king of Portugal.”

Herewe seewomen portrayed asawife not anindividua . And another thing theselines shows. the
evil practices of society dowry asaprestigiouswork. Somehow theselineinspirethelearned class
even king hastaken dowry obviously why we not take.

Page — 341 para— 2™
Theuniversity library clock tower was similarly funded by the banker premchand roychand and was
named after hismother asrajabai tower.

Inthisline we seergjabai is shows as a mother and premchand, roychand pay due respect to
mother by donating huge money for making library clock tower. Thisshow only malehasfinancia
power. Women only support their male counterpart.

3. Linguistichias. Many wordslike, middle men, coach men, noblemen, king etc frequently usedinthis
chapter whichisgendered.

And variouswordslike emperor, palanquin bearer, mansabdar, jaghirdar, kotwal guards, porters,
cooksaredirectly associated with malegender. Thisclearly show the male dominanceinthiswhol e chapter
and other gender isunder represented.

Under standing Partition

Palitics, memories, experiences

1.  Invisbility: chapter understanding partition started from page — 376 to 404 three things has been
discussed inthis chapter. Such aspoliticsabout partition memories and experiences of common peopleand
their consequences. After through analysiswefind 69 times male name are mentioned but only two times
name of femal eare mentioned and 36 timeswomen and theword which donatethefemaleare used. This
showstheinvisibility of female gender in thetext whereas mostly women werevictims of partition but their
stories, their Situation after partition are only summed up in two pages (395 to 396).

Inapolitical and socia scenario thetext showsfate of women wereinthehand of male. Malewere
taken decision and femaewerevictims. They convey amessagetolearner, femaearein cgpable, femaehave
no right to decidetheir fate, female are not ableto protect herself etc. regarding theissue of femal e after the
partition no any femal e socia worker or politician who worked for victimswere mentioned.

2. Sereotype: onememorieismention through under title
“lam simply returning my father’s karz. His debt”.
Page — 378
“Remembering a kind, elderly Hindu lady, a neighbour he explored her to save him by offering him
shelter at place”

“I'help you because that Hindu mai {mother} helped my father. I am simply returning my father’s karz,
his debt”.

“s0, for me you are a Hindu and | do my little bit for you because a Hindu mai saved my father”

Inthismemory or story, we see many timesatributeskindnessis stick with thewomen and maestick
with organisenature. Rather they should represent kindness and aggressivenessas ahuman attributenot asa
mad e or femal eattributethis shows stereotypical representation of gender.
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3.  Linguigticbias: inthischapter wefind congressmen, policemen likeword used many times. Instead of
that gender neutral word should be used which issuitableor appropriate like party worker, volunteer and
policeetc.

Mahatma Gandhi and the Nationalist M ovement

Civil disobedienceand beyond

1. Invisibility: thischapter iscentralised about mahatma Gandhi and the three major independence
movement of India. Such as non—co-operation movement, civil disobedience movement or quit Indiamovement.
After thoroughly analysis of thischapter, wereach at the conclusion. Women arecompletely invisible. One
placenameof kamaaDevi Chattopadhyay is discussed.

“The socialist activist kamala Devi Chattopadhyay had persuaded Gandhi ji not to restrict the protests
to men alonekamala Devi was herself one of rumerouswomen who courted arrest by breaking the salt or
liquor laws”.

And other placename of Anni basentismention only
Page — 348

“his first major public appearance was at the opening of the BHU in February 1916. Among the invites
to thisevent were the princesand philanthropists whose donations had contributed to the founding of the
BHU. Also present were important leaders of the congress such as Annie basent.”

Whereasfact saysthat other things, in non co-operation movement civil disobedience movement and
quit Indiamovement thousands of women were partici pated some of the prominent women leaderssuch as
Sarojini Naidu, KasturbaGandhi, kamaaNehru, arunaasafdi, UshaMehta, Suchetakriplani, VijayaLaxmi
pandit, sarladevi chaudharani, janki devi begumrokeya, annu Swaminathan, matangini hazara, rani gaidinline
etc.

2. Sereotype:

Page — 351 para -3

“itwas no longer a movement of professionals and intellectuals; now, hundreds of thousands of peasants,
workers and artisans also participated in it”

In this paragraph we see peasants’ workers, artisans, participation in nationalist movement are recognised
but contribution of women are not recognised.

Thisindicate the two things onewomen contribution is not important they work as subordination of
men. And the second, women should not beapart of political activities.

Thisisnot only matter of invigbility but aso stereotyping.

Page — 354 para — 4"

“Between 1917 to 1922, a group of highly talented Indians attached themselves to Gandhi ji. They
included Mahadeo desal, Valabh bhai Patel, J.B kriplani, subhas ChandraBose, Abdul kalam azad, Jawahar
lal Nehru, Sarojini Naidu, Govind Vallabh pant, C. Rajagopalachari”.

Here, we seeonly the of thewomen leader Sarojini Naiduismention. Whereaseight other maleleaders
arethere. Thisshowsmaledominancein text. And generally, women areinvisiblefrom political scenario.

3. Linguisticbias: inthischapter wefound variouswordslike, country men, gentlemen, states men,
congressmen arefrequently used.

Inspiteof thesewords, used gender neutral wordslikecitizen, party worker, prominent |eader, national
|eader, police personalsetc.
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Framing the Constitution
Thebeginningof new era

Invighbility: thischapter isbasicaly discussed about framing of the contitution thischapter highlighted
only someof thedebate and discussion of constituent assembly. Like objectiveresolution, rights, minorities,
SC & ST, powers of the state and | astly language debate highlighted but not the rights of womenwho are
supressed from centuriesin patriarcha societies. And only threewomen argument are mention. Thisshows
thecompletedenia of womeninthistext. And not only text, but inimage aso women areinvisible. Name of
mal e leader are mention in 108 times whereas name of female leader arein 6 times only this showsthe
invighility of femaegender inpolitical scenariopaliticsisonly for mae, thismindsetisdevelopinlearner after
reading thistypeof text.

CONCLUSION

Thefindingsof the study showsthat thereisan imba ancein gender representationin class 12" history
textbooks (theme 3). imba ance gender representationinterm of invisibility of female gender from politica
context, socia context, economic context wherever political, socia and economical scenarioisdiscussedin
history mostly discussion andinterpretation arefound mal e dominant. And stereotypical representation.

Inthis study researcher aso found linguistic biaswordslike Whiteman, Englishmen, military men;
headmen, countrymen etc has been used many atimes. Theseterm hasbeen used in favour of particular
gender which portrayed them as asuperior and henceit will became areason affect theoveral devel opment
of learner.

Educational Implication
1. Content alocationto male and fema e should beequal intextbooks.

2. More examples of women’s contribution need be added in content and historical reality in a given
period of time.

3. Linguistic bias should be avoided and gender-neutra vocabulary should be used.
Sereotypes about the persondity of men and women must beavoided conscioudly.

»

5. Textbook’s writer and publication team must know the gender perspective and try to develop gender
indusvematerids.

6. Equal representation of femaeand malecharactersin the context and dsointhevisual.

7. Authorsand publishersand teachers should betrained through gender programme and workshopsfor
asmooth transaction of gender perspectivethrough textbooks.

Gender isnot al about maleand femae. ThereisLGBT d so, recently supremecourt giventheir rights
s0, need to beincludeintextbooksand also need to befurther research in new emerging areaof gender and
revisit the changing context of gender.
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