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ABSTRACT

India has the oldest and most glorious past
in the world. The whole world considersthe land
of India as the source of spiritual knowledge. A
glimpse of all the various civilizations, cultures,
values of the world can be found in the Indian
society from antiquity due to which India has
earned the title of the Vishva Guru Bharat. The
Indian literature exhibitsthe pluralistic character
of Indian society. Wth the quality of tolerance and

o compassion of all cultures, the Indian society at
Authors its core promotes the feeling of Universal
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INTRODUCTION

Therecent scenario of thegloba pandemic hasled to the emergence of certainimportant issuesthat
were shadowed under ignorance before. Among thevariousissues|like Universal Basic Income, Citizenship,
and Rights, this paper intendsto locate theideaof universal brotherhood that was seen at largein practice
during the pandemic. Thus, revisting thegreat ideathrough the perspective of ancient Indiankindsof literature.
Thelndian past could be seen asone of therichest culturesastill today it hasmadeitsancient cultura values
alivein thewhole world. One of the core values that the concept of universal brotherhood promotesis
Vasudhaiv Kutumbhakam which means that the entire world is one family. The golden quote “We are powerful
because of our unity but we are even more powerful because of our diversity” contributes to strengthening the
ideaof Universa brotherhood. Theconcept of Globa Justiceenfoldswithinit theideaof universa brotherhood
where it demands a moral obligation of the world’s rich people to the world’s poor people. Through this
welfareactivity, onecould seeareductioningloba poverty. Thispaper would mainly focuson certain portions
of ancient Indian literatureto discover theideaof universa brotherhood. The paper isdividedinto thefollowing
sections:

1. Globa Justiceand the perspective of Universa brotherhood,

2. Hindutexts- (A) Upanishad/ Vedas (B) Ramayana(C) Bhagavad Gita,
3. Buddhist texts, and
4

Jainismtexts.

In contemporary times, this concept of Universal brotherhood hasachieved amilestone. Thiscould be
seen in reference to the Covid’19 pandemic where there was a feeling of cooperation, social integration, and
humanity among al thedifferent societies, cultures, and communities. Thevariousversesand textswould be
anayzedtolocatethe coreideaof universa brotherhood and itssignificance from antiquity.

1. Global Justice and the Per spective of Universal Brother hood

Global Justiceisconsidered to be acomponent of the normativeinternationa relationstheory which
largely focuses on the moral obligation of the world’s rich people to the world’s poor people. The main idea
that it carries is to reduce global poverty. Thomas Pogge’s idea of Global justice promotes the feeling of
universa brotherhood. Hisideaof global justice certainly appliesthat no one should harm others. Hisconcern
with regard to poverty isthat therich countriesand thecitizens are col lectively respons blefor harming many
inthepoor countriesthrough the globa economic order that isimposed by them. So, according to him, Globa
Basic Incomewould be the best plan to raise fundsthrough aTobin Tax towards poverty eradication. He
stressed theessentiality of basicincomethat could help to eradicate poverty. Thisstepinvolveseveryone
towardsan equd platform thusimparting thefegling of the Universal Brotherhood.

2.  HinduText

A. Vedas/Upanishad

Inthe Vedictradition, thethoughtsand ideasfor universa brotherhood have been an age-old concept.
The concept of universal brotherhood isseen aspart and parcel of the Indian tradition from the Vedic times.
TheVedictradition is considered to proclaim severa aspectsthat throw light on the concept of Universal
brotherhood. It could be seen that Vedas signify that dl sonsand daughtersbelongto theamighty god. There
isno differencethat islooked at between nigand small, high or low, etc but all areequal inthe eyesof God.
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Itisalsosad by oneof theVedic Rishi that one should dwayslivein afriendly way. Oneof the Shloaks
fromtheVedictradition:

A A=) GRIT: | A=, R,
A 90T qea=g AT HREg g 9RTHA |
3, whifar: whifcn: wnfa: (GgeaRvad Sufug)”
The above shlokaexplains: “Let all be happy, let all free from diseases, let all see auspicious things and
let nobody suffer from grief”. Another shloka from the Vedic tradition:

"HIAT A gAE g (s7dds)

Theabove shlokaexplainsthat al human beingsare sonsof Mother Earth. (AtharvaVeda). Therefore
the Vedic Tradition bringsinto account through itstextsthat there should be no other option but only to have
afedingof Universa brotherhood.

Another shlokawhich says:
"3 S W_Y Afy O ofg aaar |
SERARTT J ggHd Hordd | (A8T SUMTT)”

Thissgnifiesthat thewholeworldisonefamily.( Mahaupani shad)

A shlokafromthe Rig Vedawhich says:
iTeetd Haqed | ar #HIRT ST |
<IT AT JAT Yd AT SURI | | (F*7d])”

TheRig Vedateachesthe peopl eto move together, speak together and make the mindsof one accord.
It also asksusto livetogether in harmony and pray for thewel fareof all.

Various shloka’s speak of the idea of universal brotherhood such as:
SYTARAAE 94 Ifcha ST ST |
A b ol A1 e d Rag=/ | (E=ufeg)”

exhibitsthat oneshould hold onto thingsasper their needs and requirementsand not run after greed.

B. Ramayana

Vamiki Ramayanaisan ancient epicof India, highly valuedfor its contribution to human va uesfor
centuries, and has universal relevance. It consists of 24000 verses in seven Kanda’s, namely Bala Kanda,
AyodhyaKanda, AranyaKanda, KishkindhaKanda, YuddhaKand foll owed by Uttara Kanda. Ramayana
depictsagreat picture of universa brotherhood. Throughout it showed anideal framewherenot only people
irrespectiveof their caste, gender, race, occupation cametogether for anoble causebut al animasand birds
were seen supporting thekingto fight theevil. To analyzethe concept of universal brotherhood in different
contextscould beseen as:

I.  Fromthevery beginningtolook at, the kingdom of RgjaDashrath had peopleworking from any caste,
gender, and race. All werelooked at with the same empathy and kindness. All worked with faith and
love

ii. Inthelater phase, when Ramagrew old, he hel ped the saints, the people of hiskingdom, and everyone
includinglivingand non-living creaturesto livewith peace, happiness, and attain savation. Hepromoted
happinessand safety among all hispeople. Thisshowsto promotethe concept of universal brotherhood
inwhich everyoneisseen asequal and al arelooked after with thesamelove.
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iii.  Theideaof Universa Brotherhood wasnot theidealimited to the duties of theking but could aso be
located in the various other incidencesthat took place. Brotherhood could be seen asan exampl e of
thefriendship between Ramaand Kevat, and Ramagiving Kevat equal importance asothersinhis
ritual functions. Thisdepictsthat even Kevat wasahemsman but Ramaplaced himinasuperior place
and kept him closeto hisheart.

iv.  Another incidencethat throwslight ontheideaof universa brotherhood isthefriendship of Ramawith
the leader of the monkey’s army (Vanar Sena)- Sugriv. Their ideal friendship, loyalty, and selfless
devotion toward each other framethe beautiful concept of universal brotherhood. Throughout the
journey till thevictory of Ramaover Ravana, the selfless contribution of al theanima sdepictsthat the
brotherhood concept hasavery largebase and ispracticed of al kinds.

C  Shrimad Bhagwat Geeta
Theliteraturein Bhagavad Gitarevol vesaround the concepts of Dharma, Karma, and Dutiesthat build
thefoundation of the Universa Brotherhood. TheversesintheBhagavad Gitawhere Lord Krishnaenlightens
Arjunathrough histeachings could | ocate the concept of universal brotherhood. It could beseen as:
"AGCT HIYAHT HF: H0T Uq 9 |
T FRESHR: FHgEGE: &+l | 12.13
Fg: FAd AN JATH ST |
FUqaAgfga qgwh: 9 | 03| 12.14"

Onewhoisnot envioushbutisakindfriendto all living entities, who doesnot think himself aproprietor
and isfreefrom falseego, whoisequd in both happinessand distress, whoistol erant, dwayssatisfied, self-
controlled, and engaged in devotional service with determination, his mind and intelligence fixed on Me —such
a devotee of Mine is very dear to Me. (BG 12.13-14)

T FEHAIHY: BT |
f~Tae AATH: Fdfad dT.. 5.25."

Thosewho are beyond the dualitiesthat arisefrom doubts, whose mindsare engaged within, who are
awaysbusy working for thewdfareof dl living beingsand who arefreefrom dl sinsachieveliberationinthe
Supreme. (BG 5.25)

AATHTIRIST AP IR I |

318 T FaAUTURIT ATARSITR A7 ek | | 18.66”

Abandon dl varietiesof religion and just surrender unto Me. | shal deliver youfromall sinful reaction.
Donot fear. (BG 18.66)

"HAISE FIAY 7 H g=IsRa 7 O |
A WO G Al whar 4R T JY ATIEH | 19.29"

| envy noone, nor am | partial to anyone. | am equal to all. But whoever renders serviceunto Mein
devotionisafriend, isinMe, and | anaso afriend to him. (BG 9.29)

3.  Buddhist Text

In the “Teachings of Buddha’, one could find that in chapter 1 under the section of Brotherhood,
Buddhaemphasized that there are duties of the brotherhood. A renunciant should be the onewho could
maintain an aert mind, keep both body and mind under control, should resist all tendenciestowardsgreed,
anger, foolishness, slegpiness, inattention, regret, suspicion, and keep aside dl theworldly desires. Thus, a
true renunciant would only have the purposeto attain enlightenment.
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Buddhafurther elaborated in histeachingsthat themission of therenunciant isto wake up thedeeping
people, correct thefalseideas, help peopleto devel op acorrect viewpoint, and should go everywhereto
spread theteachings even at therisk of hisown lifeand to have sympathy for everyone.

One needs to be concerned about the four things who wish to teach Buddha’s teaching:

»  Tobeagoodteacher of Dharma, therenunciant isexpected to have hisfeet on theground of endurance,
think about theemptiness of things, and practi ce non-attachment to anything.

»  Arenunciantisexpectedtoavoid thoseliving evil livesand avoid opposite-sex interactions. Therefore,
thiswould lead to hisfriendly natureand will not blame and abuse other people.

»  Onlyif hekegpshismind peaceful and consdersBuddhaashisspiritual father and other renunciantsas
histeachersand | ooks upon everyonewith great compassi on, then only hewould teach equally.

»  Hisspirit of compassion should reach out to everyonelooking toward the path of enlightenment and
should follow hiswisheswith an unselfish effort to awaken theinterest of the other peopleinthe
processof enlightenment. Thus, theoneresting inthebosom of Buddhaby faith possessesthefollowing
qudities
They arekept asdefrom thesdfish mind, areaway from their possession, themindisfull of compassion
for all people, there won’t be any distinctions made among the people and will treat all people alike and
treat everyonewith uniform kindness.

Buddha’s teachings also teach one to cleanse their minds and to nourish everything without partiality.
Therefore, amind that builds compassionfor al the peoplewho are poor becomesamother to all and looks
upon all as personal friends, and gives respect to their parents. In Buddha'’s teaching, the one without harmony
cannot be called to build brotherhood. Therefore, Buddha’s taste of universal purity is to see oneness in

everything.
4. JainTexts

Mahavira, the 24th and thelast Tirthankaraof the Jain religion wasthefounder of Jainism. If welook
into the teachings of Mahavira, anong the aspectsthat were focused on wasthe concept of ahimsaor non-
violence. Mahaviraemphasized the importance of “ahimsa” or “non-injury” to human beings including animals,
birds, and plants. It could be analyzed that the brotherhood concept i sreflected in histeachingson ahimsa.

Thisprincipleof ahimsawasof threetypes:
»  Theuseof harshlanguage.
>  Mentd violenceor exhibitingill-feding towardsthe other person.
»  Thephyscd violenceinvolvesactivitieslikekilling.

Another aspect that could be looked into is the “caste system” that Mahavira focused on and according
to which hepreached the universal brotherhood. He hasanon-belief inthe caste system.

Mahaviraa so preached the concept of equality and universal brotherhood. Hementioned that al are
equal whether it’s men or women irrespective of their caste/creed. There should be a feeling of compassion
toward every littlecreature on earth. Hisemphasiswason al theliving creaturesirrespective of their shape,
size, devel oped or under-devel oped- areal equal and should beloved and respected. Thisway he preached
thegospe of universal love.

Way Forward

Theideaof Universa brotherhood which holdsitsrelevance from the ancient timescould dso bevery
well seen during the contemporary times of the Covid’19 Pandemic. The coming together of all in this situation
of globa pandemic depictsthe essence universa brotherhood. Universa brotherhood carried thefeeling of
love, care, support, selflessduty towardsevery individua to livetogether with peace and harmony.
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11th September is observed as the historic day to celebrate Universal Brotherhood when Swami
Vivekanandain 1893 ddivered hisspeech in Chicago. In hisspeech henot only discarded theideaof religious
supremacy but al so gavetheideaof religious acceptance and mutual tolerance. The coreideaof universa
brotherhood getsreflected in his speech. Vivekananda could a so beregarded asthefirst political thinker of
modern timesto advocatethe servicefor the poor asthe corevaueof religion. Thisrelevance could beclearly
witnessed during the pandemi c where thewholeworld cametogether and joined handsfor thewe fare of al
irrespective of thestatus of human beings. Onthesimilar linestheideaof Integral Humanism given by Pandit
Deendaya Upadhayay istheideaof unity of individua and society. It isnot theideaof man versusnature but
the onenessof naturewith man. Theideaof onenessisnot physical versusspiritud, but their oneness. Inindia,
it has been called a religion, “Yato Abhyudaya Nishreyas Sansiddhi Sa Dharma’. That is, it is the idea of
onenessof individual, samashti, creation and Parameshthi. Unity liesin totality. In the absence of totality,
human be ngsare affected by fragmentation. Just asthereisthetotdity of theuniverse, soisthetotality of the
individua. Person meansnot only body, he hasmind, intellect and soul a so. Peace, harmony, fraternity will
develop intheworld through person building. Lastly, if the seed of theancient Indian tradition getswater of
fraternity and affection for al then thefertile land of universal brotherhood with the harmony of cultural-
spiritual consciousnessof Indiawill bethewitnessof many Kalpa-trees.

CONCLUSION

Indiaasthe source of spiritual knowledgeduetoitsdiversity inal formshasgained thetitleof Vishva
Guru Bharat. The coreideaof Indian literature has always promoted the very essence of the Universal
Brotherhood. Thisvery essence has not only hel ped unite the people of Indiabut throughits manifold has
reached to unite at theinternationa apex. To survivein aworld ascomplex and dynamic, thereisacrucia
need to promoteand add significanceto thefeature of the Universa Brotherhood sothat al the peopleinthe
world canlivetogether peacefully.
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